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of the play’ (p. 81). ‘Shakespeare is making a play,’ Burke reminds us, ‘not people’ 
(p. 84).

1951 seems rather late in the day to be offering a critique of A. C. Bradley, 
which is what Burke is doing here. But Burke’s intention is much broader than 
this. He is also performing and reflecting on the process of critical thinking. The 
problem with Bradley is that his critical thinking ends too soon. He is absorbed by 
Shakespeare’s characters and forgets that these are ‘an illusion arising functionally 
from the context’ of the play. This is an example of a critic ending where ‘he should 
begin’ (p. 85). 

Burke’s method in this essay is to proceed ‘from the logic of the action as a 
whole, to the analysis of the character as a recipe fitting him for his proper place 
in the action’ (p. 90). One implication of this is to consider how often we still read 
plays as ‘readers’, not as writers who are looking for dramatic explanations. When 
we read Shakespeare, we would do well to consider what traits a dramatist needs 
to invoke to make the next stage of the action plausible. This is the key to one of 
Burke’s most significant contributions to the ‘modernist’ study of Shakespeare’s 
dramatic forms: to make us read like a writer. 

This is a very complete edition not just because of the material Newstok has 
uncovered, but also because of the support he provides. I very much hope that, 
thanks to this work of dedicated scholarship, Burke will at last receive the attention 
from Shakespeareans that he deserves. It remains to be seen whether we are ready 
not only to acknowledge Burke’s influence, but to engage with, and even to extend, 
his ambitious project. 

Jennifer Richards
School of English Literature, Language and Linguistics

Newcastle University, UK
							     

Ricciardelli, Fabrizio, The Politics of Exclusion in Early Renaissance Florence 
(Late Medieval and Early Modern Studies 12), Turnhout, Brepols, 2007; cloth; 
pp. xiv, 294; R.R.P. €60.00; ISBN 9782503523897.

This book is a study of the various forms of exclusion of political opponents of 
the Florentine government that took place between 1215 (the beginning of the 
battles between members of the Guelf pro-papal and Ghibelline pro-imperial forces 
in Florentine politics) and 1434 when Cosimo de’ Medici the Elder returned to 
Florence after having himself been excluded from politics and government the 
previous year by the triumphant Albizzi. This period is often thought of as the 
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heyday of Florentine republicanism and Fabrizio Ricciardelli argues that the 
story of political exclusion that he wishes to tell represents ‘the dark side of the 
Florentine republican system’ (p. 1). This ‘dark side’ is exemplified by the fate 
of one of the city’s most famous poets Dante Alighieri who was excluded as a 
result of being on the losing side of a battle between two opposing factions of 
the dominant Guelf Party in the fourteenth century (Chapter 2). The system that 
supported the economic prosperity of Florentine merchants and enabled and 
celebrated the city’s renowned cultural achievements could not tolerate any form 
of political dissent. 

It is noteworthy that Ricciardelli chooses the phrase ‘political exclusion’ 
to frame his narrative rather than ‘political exile’ and he does so, he argues, 
because the legal records of the period referred to exclusion not exile. Moreover, 
Ricciardelli suggests that the nature of the punishments imposed – exclusion from 
political office, heavy fines and even the death penalty – were designed to ensure 
that opponents had no choice but to flee, thereby effectively excluding themselves 
from their native city.

The book’s first chapter is principally concerned with the legal forms of 
exclusion such as the ban, a judicial process that could be overturned through the 
payment of a steep fine, but which if not paid would lead to banishment or possibly 
even death. While there was little difference between being banned or confined in 
terms of the actual effect, the latter was a harsher, distinctly political instrument. 
Another form of punishment was an admonition, which was used by the Guelf 
majority in Florence as a blunt political weapon against any and all whom the 
Guelf Party saw as opposition, regardless of the political leanings of the people 
concerned. Accusations could be brought without evidence and the accused was 
stripped of political office as were his immediate male relatives and descendants. 
The lack of political office was so great a shame that the men affected had no 
option but to leave.

Ricciardelli argues that the exclusions that occurred in the thirteenth century 
were often the result of street fights and vendetta between warring families whose 
violent activities threatened the stability of Florence. The affected families, known as 
magnates, were subject to specific legislation (the Ordinances of Justice) and other 
punitive measures including fines, banishment, the destruction of family palaces or 
towers and even death sentences.

By the fourteenth century, the rise of the mercantile classes and the use 
of mediation to settle disputes reduced the need to exclude people because of 
lawlessness. Instead, exclusion was used to deal with political conflict between 
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various factions, the dominance of the Guelf Party as well as internal political 
instability within the Florentine Government. As the century went on, successive 
political regimes came and went, including the well-known Ciompi (wool-
carders) regime of 1378-1382 that gave previously disenfranchised, poor workers 
a brief hold on political power. The factional brawls between prominent families 
and their supporters continued during the late fourteenth century and into the 
fifteenth, with each successive regime expelling members of the previous one 
along with their male relatives. During this period, the enforcement arm was 
the Eight on Security, which Ricciardelli suggests increased its power, from 
the time Cosimo de’ Medici the Elder returned from exile in 1434, to become 
a police force directly appended to the executive. Cosimo was able to use the 
same measures as his predecessors had to deal with his opponents, but without 
the need to negotiate the system to be used.

It would be useful if the book included some critical discussion of the 
concept of political exclusion, perhaps derived from the anthropological and/or 
political science literature in order to provide an analytical frame of reference. 
The text’s narrative approach can be somewhat dry and such an approach 
may have enabled the author to provide greater analysis of emerging themes. 
Nevertheless, the book is based on detailed and sound research, and Ricciardelli 
makes judicious use of the relevant legal and governmental records, as well 
as the ubiquitous Florentine chronicles of the period and a raft of essential 
secondary sources on the period – including the important work of the late Dr 
Louis Green (1929-2008) of Monash University. Certainly, this book makes an 
important contribution to our understanding of political exclusion in Renaissance 
Florence.

Natalie Tomas
School of Historical Studies

Monash University

Richards, Judith M., Mary Tudor (Routledge Historical Biographies), Abingdon, 
Routledge, 2008; paperback; pp. xvii, 264; 10 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. US$27.95; 
ISBN 9780415327213.

While Judith Richards’ new biography of Mary Tudor studies a member of a much 
investigated period and dynasty, this accessible text finds much that is new to say 
about Mary. It offers a fresh analysis of the queen, whose reputation as ‘bloody 
Mary’ was advanced by sixteenth-century Protestant historians and martyrologists, 
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chiefly John Foxe in his Book of Martyrs, but whose reputation also became a 
historiographic orthodoxy for nineteenth- and twentieth-century historians. 

Richards establishes from the outset the historical parameters which have 
hitherto defined Mary Tudor and acknowledges that her biography will seem to be 
an attempt to ‘rehabilitate’ Bloody Mary, especially as she diverges significantly 
from the path pursued by David Loades’ authoritative biography. She acknowledges 
that any attempt to rehabilitate, or at least re-think Mary’s rule is still a controversial 
undertaking in scholarly circles. 

The introduction situates her study in the existing scholarship and 
interpretations of Mary and makes clear that Richards intends to revise the general 
reputation which adheres to Mary’s name. She stresses that ‘Bloody Mary’ in fact 
earned praise from unexpected quarters, including the evangelical bishop Nicholas 
Ridley, for the sweetness and mildness of her temperament. While Richards 
notes the significant religious disorder, especially in London, which marked the 
beginning of her reign, she also reconstructs the spontaneous popular revival of 
Catholic cultic practices (including the Mass) which reformers shrilly condemned 
and suggests that Mary’s religious policies met with widespread approval that 
has been overlooked.  

The following chapters adhere to a chronological structure and examine in turn 
the foundation of Tudor rule, Mary’s birth, childhood, her status as princess and 
outcast during the later years of her father’s and brother’s reigns, and her own rule 
and marriage to Philip of Spain. 

While much of this content is necessarily a familiar narrative, Richards offers 
fresh insights into Mary’s childhood and adolescence. Many historians depict this 
phase of her life, especially after her parents’ divorce, as unremittingly miserable 
and regard Mary’s enforced separation from her mother Catherine of Aragon as a 
tragedy. But Richards stresses Mary’s closeness to Catherine Parr, the last of Henry’s 
six wives, even though Parr was inclined to support religious reformers.

The most significant point of distinction between Richards’ work and earlier 
studies, is her analysis of the foundation of Mary’s rule. She establishes the financial, 
agricultural and religious crises confronting Mary in 1552, when Edward VI died. 
Richards argues that deeper constitutional problems confronted Mary, who was 
challenged by the absence of any existing English precedent for a queen regnant, 
rather than a queen consort (barring the brief rule of Matilda in the twelfth century). 
Richards also argues that Mary entered into her reign from a context where the 
powers of even the queen consorts had been exposed as vulnerable, given Henry 
VIII’s treatment of four of his wives. 
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Richards stresses Mary’s skill and efficiency in meeting these different 
challenges. The transition from a king to a queen regnant was indicated by the ritual 
and language of the coronation ceremony and by the unusually large number of 
women who were participants in, rather than spectators, of the queen’s processional 
entry into London. Richards also offers a fresh perspective on the efficiency of 
Mary’s swiftly-formed Privy Council, efficiency which stands in contrast to the 
desperate efforts by the ailing Edward VI to establish stable rule and then the debacle 
of Lady Jane Grey’s short reign. 

Richards also offers new insights to Mary’s initial independence from 
Hapsburg and Spanish influence. Whereas other historians have depicted her as 
in thrall to her Spanish husband’s personality and influence, Richards notes the 
significance of Renard, the Spanish Ambassador, not joining Mary’s circle of 
advisors. 

Of course Richards addresses the origin of Mary’s bloody soubriquet: the 
burnings of Protestants during the final years of Mary’s reign. It is here that Richards 
seems most anxious to rehabilitate Mary, or at least to place her actions in a context 
where they seem less discordantly bloody and more typical of her context. Richards 
argues that evangelical, as much as Catholic churchmen were likely to condone 
burning and quotes evidence from Calvin, Hugh Latimer and others who endorsed 
burning as a punishment for religious offences. She therefore argues that Mary’s 
revival of the Heresy Laws and her method of punishment seem ‘conventional’ in 
her context (p. 193).

While Richards stresses that many voices from the sixteenth century endorsed 
burning, other contemporary voices, among them Foxe’s, also condemned the 
practice. Richards acknowledges that the number of victims of Mary’s reign – 
over 3000 – was an extraordinarily high number in practice, even if in theory 
her actions were conventional. Richards also suggests Foxe was a solitary voice 
in condemning the burnings, although her point should not obscure the wild 
popularity of his text and the wide concurrence which he views attracted in the 
sixteenth century.

This is an erudite, scrupulously researched survey of a queen which offers fresh 
thoughts on many aspects of her reign and personality.  

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline 

University of Queensland
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Robinson, David M., Closeted Writing and Lesbian and Gay Literature: Classical, 
Early Modern, Eighteenth-Century, Aldershot, Ashgate, 2006; hardback; pp. xx, 
295; R.R.P. £60.00; ISBN 9780754655503.

To people unfamiliar with the term, ‘LGBT Studies’ may sound as mysterious as 
‘BLT’ on the café blackboard. However, it denotes the academic field from within 
which David Robinson writes, namely Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
Studies, or as he phrases it more broadly, ‘LGBT Studies and the History of 
Sexuality’ (p. 25). This book revives a practice which Robinson describes as 
‘supposedly retrograde’ (p. viii), seeking out closeted homosexual writing from 
past eras. As he explains in his Preface, from the vantage-point of ‘differentist’ 
scholarship, itself founded on the Foucauldian premise that homosexuality was an 
‘invention’ of the nineteenth century, such a focus may seem ‘naively anachronistic’ 
(p. vii). But Robinson argues bravely for the validity of ‘continuist’ approaches 
(p. x), re-engaging the once discredited notion of authorial intention, along with 
historical contextualisation and close reading, to illuminate poetry, fiction and 
drama from his clustered classical, Early Modern and eighteenth-century periods. 
His central contention is that ‘if we remain open to similarity … instead of only 
identity and difference, we can more productively explore the longstanding Western 
awareness that people often selectively conceal and disclose same-sex love and 
desire’ (p. 10).

The three parts of the book are entitled: (1) Intentionality: Closeted 
Homosexual Writing; (2) Intentionality: Closeted Homophobic Writing; and (3) 
Continuity. In his strong third chapter, ‘The Closeting of Closeting: Cleland, 
Smollett, Sodomy, and the Critics’ Robinson juxtaposes an astonishingly 
animated and, he argues, realistic, depiction of sodomy between ‘two young 
sparks’ in John Cleland’s Memoirs of a Woman of Pleasure with examples of 
‘Gay Bashing Eighteenth-Century Style’ (p. 51) drawn from Smollett’s Peregrine 
Pickle and Charlotte Charke’s Henry Dumont. The last two texts form a prelude 
to Robinson’s analysis of ‘Smollett’s textual homophobia’ in Roderick Ransom 
(p. 58), where he shows convincingly that Smollett ‘condemns sex between 
men, in order to present what matters most to him: love between men’ (p. 77). 
The writing here displays Robinson’s lively engagement with other criticism 
attentive to homosexuality as it impacts on these writers’ texts and identities, 
whereas, when arguing for the satirical anti-lesbian thrust of Delarivier Manley’s 
New Atlantis in Chapter 5, his differences from the pro-lesbian readings of 
feminist critics produces less supple prose and some unwieldy footnotes. In 
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criticism too, similarity more often produces interesting textual possibilities 
than absolute difference.

After a chapter on metamorphosis and homosexuality in Ovid’s ‘Iphis and 
Ianthe’ and related tales, Part III culminates in a chapter exploring variations on 
this myth in six Early Modern dramas ranging from the well-known – John Lyly’s 
Gallathea (1592) – to the obscure – Charles Hopkins’ Friendship Improv’d; Or, 
The Female Warriour (1700). Curiously, Shakespeare and Fletcher’s The Two 
Noble Kinsmen, with Emilia’s narrative of her twin-like love for her girlhood 
friend Flavina, rates not even a passing mention. The discussion gains coherence 
from the Ovidian myth the plays hold in common, and Robinson’s tracking of the 
plays’ varying processes of ‘rejecting or unknowing’ (p. 250) female and male 
homosexuality (excepting Gallathea) is at once persistent and playful, responsive to 
theatrical context as it might determine meaning. It is a fine, close to an impressive, 
provocative study.

Sophie Tomlinson
Department of English
University of Auckland

Sherlock, Peter, Monuments and Memory in Early Modern England, Aldershot, 
Ashgate, 2008; hardback; pp. xiv, 282; 38 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; 
ISBN 9780754660934.

This is a groundbreaking study of funerary architecture and the meanings, explicit 
and implicit, found in the often wildly elaborate tombs and cenotaphs erected in 
English cathedrals, churches and college chapels after the Reformation. Peter 
Sherlock’s study brings this strikingly visual source material into the realm of 
historical study and historical anthropology and he is dealing with source material 
of extraordinary richness and diversity. 

Most significantly, Sherlock explores the implications of the Reformation for 
the meaning and function of tombs, as well as their vulnerability, as the Elizabethan 
government could not adequately legislate to protect monumental art from reformist 
vandalism and destruction. 

His survey begins in the era after the Henrician and Edwardian reforms 
and especially after Elizabeth I legislated in 1560 to protect ancient, and not so 
ancient monuments, from iconoclastic defacing. His choice of a terminus ante 
quem and terminus post quem seems to have been governed as much by stylistic 
as historical concerns. His survey ends in the late-seventeenth century when the 
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style of English tombs was being transformed by a burgeoning classicism which 
brought monumental design into a different visual aesthetic to that of the post-
Reformation era and especially of the distinctive Jacobean tomb monuments.

In studying and interpreting tomb monuments, Sherlock is dealing with source 
material which mostly emanated from an elite social stratum. One had to be at least 
a churchwarden to obtain room in the privileged space of a church building for 
commemoration; the monuments under examination typically were those of the 
aristocracy, gentry and episcopacy, especially the larger monuments.

The monuments Sherlock discusses have often already been extensively 
described and catalogued, typically in county archaeological or antiquarian journals 
or by the thorough surveys of churches and their furnishings undertaken many 
decades ago by Nikolaus Pevsner. Sherlock also acknowledges that he is writing 
in the wake of earlier historical and art historical surveys of this material, including 
those of Howard Colvin and Erwin Panofsky, as well as the pioneering study of 
Early Modern tomb monuments by Nigel Llewellyn, and Peter Burke’s study of 
memory and ritual in the Early Modern period. But Sherlock’s study, an elaboration 
of his doctoral thesis and several journal articles, breaks new ground in the readings 
he makes of these artifacts and the meanings which he finds to reside in them as 
regards cultural memory, religious identity and artistic impulses. 

Sherlock makes several claims to originality in this study, including the religious 
import which he insists remained in the meaning and iconography of the tombs in 
the post-Reformation period. In contrast to earlier interpreters of these artifacts, 
Sherlock argues that the designers and commissioners of the tombs intended them to 
convey religiously-charged meanings. Whereas modern interpreters of Renaissance 
iconography have argued that the Renaissance indicates a shift in focus from 
the mechanics of salvation and the fate of the soul to material commemoration, 
Sherlock argues that English tomb monuments stressed their function as agents 
of earthly posterity, but also expressed the ascent of the soul to heaven. While he 
mostly examines the monuments for what they could and were meant to transmit 
to posterity, he argues that monuments could also repress information and were 
designed to do so.  

This book explores and interprets tomb monuments as transmitting messages 
to posterity, in terms of their epitaphs, funerary architecture and religious import. 
Sherlock therefore makes clear that he is examining tombs as the interactive, yet 
permanent, aspect of Early Modern funerary ritual, which remained when the 
cenotaphs, coffins, hangings and hatchments may all have passed away. As such, 
he makes clear that his book is intended to be a dialogue between past and present. 
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He also incorporates some theoretical insights from Pierre Nora and Maurice 
Halbwachs’ writings on sites of memory and Sherlock stresses the novelty of 
applying this theoretical content to an Early Modern study.

Although he examines the tombs as being intended to provide messages 
to posterity, he also studies them in their immediate context in terms of 
the preoccupations with lineage and familial continuity which prompted 
their commissioning and design. A spouse or executor could erect multiple 
tombs, including monuments for husbands, wives, children, parents and 
grandparents.

The text is copiously illustrated, although colour plates would do greater justice 
to the striking visual aesthetic of Early Modern tomb monuments. 

English tombs have had their interpreters but this text offers many fresh 
ideas mostly owing to the religious import which Sherlock reads into these post-
Reformation statements to their present and future. 

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

University of Queensland

Silver, Larry, Marketing Maximilian: The Visual Ideology of a Holy Roman 
Emperor, Princeton, Princeton University Press, 2008; cloth; pp. 352; 100 b/w 
illustrations; R.R.P. US$49.95, £29.95; ISBN 9780691130194.

It is easy to forget, given the dynasty’s later history of dominance in central 
Europe, how tenuous Habsburg authority was in the late fifteenth century. To be 
sure, the family had furnished several Holy Roman Emperors over the preceding 
centuries but never until 1493 had a Habsburg son succeeded his father as King 
of the Romans and subsequently as Emperor. The death of Frederick III in that 
year saw the elevation of his son, Maximilian I, who ruled until his death in 1519. 
Professor Larry Silver’s contention is that Maximilian’s patronage of the arts 
was intended, above all, to solidify his political position by creating an image of 
himself as the unquestioned heir not only to earlier Habsburgs, but to Charlemagne 
and the Caesars as well.

Silver’s focus is on the artistic production that Maximilian supervised with 
great personal interest and an iron hand. In a letter of 1517, the emperor complained 
to court scholar Johann Stabius, an adviser on the Arch of Honor woodcut project, 
that the image in question was ‘not rendered according to the content of our 
command and according to the exemplar that you have in your hand … so that we 
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are greatly displeased’ (p. 84). In fact, this vast woodcut sequence, which the author 
describes as ‘a large fantasy hybrid creation on paper’ (p. 92), forms something of 
an organising motif for the entire book. Silver returns to it frequently, drawing on 
its complex allegorical schemes and its representations of Maximilian’s real and 
imagined forebears to demonstrate the process of imperial myth creation. Silver 
follows Maximilian and his scholarly advisers as they trace the imperial lineage 
along Roman, Frankish, biblical, and even Trojan lines, reconciling or choosing 
between these various strands (Noah was out of favour as an imperial ancestor; 
Hector was not) before having artists, including Dürer and his workshop, turn 
constructed myth into visual reinforcement of Habsburg legitimacy. 

Much of this is uncontentious. Ideas of translatio imperii (‘translation of 
the empire’, the subject of Chapter 2) from antiquity to contemporary standard 
bearers had been common in medieval discourse and have exercised modern 
scholars at least since Robert Folz’s The Concept of Empire in Western Europe. 
The importance of constructed genealogies (dealt with in Chapter 1) was also 
typical of later medieval dynastic image making and was by no means new 
to Maximilian. In this sense the book is not especially groundbreaking at the 
conceptual level. Its strength lies instead in the wealth of detail that Silver has 
accumulated on the process of producing imagery to support Maximilian’s status. 
This imagery included not only the great woodcut sequences such as the (never 
completed) Triumphal Procession but also architectural initiatives and celebratory 
coinage (like the woodcuts, an ‘expensive form of publicity’ in Silver’s view, p. 
101). The analyses of these initiatives, and the interpretation of their intended 
meanings, form the core of the book. 

Where Silver does claim novelty for his subject is in Maximilian’s use of 
the printing press. Here his argument is not entirely convincing. It is one thing 
to claim that Maximilian was the first leader to make significant use of the new 
technological tool for propaganda purposes. It is another thing entirely to state 
that modern political spin and ‘the constant manipulation of television coverage 
by political leaders’ are ‘a most direct outcome of the shaping of public opinion 
by Maximilian’ (p. ix). By ignoring the intervening five centuries, such a claim 
lends to Maximilian an importance in the history of political image-making that 
is impossibly over-inflated. A ‘Great Communicator’ he may have been; Ronald 
Reagan he was not. One might contend that the book’s very title is based on an 
unfortunate anachronism: to suggest that Maximilian was intent on ‘marketing’ 
himself is to ascribe to him a set of modern, commercial motivations that do 
not sit well in a late medieval context. Fortunately, Silver’s argument tends to 
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wander in these unfruitful directions only in the opening pages. His theoretical 
musings on the ‘routinization of charisma’ and the ‘theater state’ (with nods 
to Max Weber and Clifford Geertz at pp. vii and ix) are less confident and less 
thorough than his discussion of the art works themselves. One might also note that 
the author’s discussion of the reception of imperial imagery amounts to a fairly 
brief account, in the final chapter, of the way his programmes were continued 
and adapted by his Habsburg successors. Silver has little to say about the way 
Maximilian’s subjects and contemporaries may have understood the images their 
emperor sponsored (if indeed they had access to these images at all). Political 
propaganda can only be effective if its intended message is correctly read by 
those at whom it is aimed, and it is not always clear whether Maximilian’s image 
makers hit their mark. Nonetheless, in its attention to detail and its interpretation 
of complex iconography, Silver’s study of Maximilian and his artistic entourage 
makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of the early stages of the 
Habsburg imperium. 

Lindsay Diggelmann
Department of History
University of Auckland

Tarbin, Stephanie and Susan Broomhall, eds, Women, Identities and Communities 
in Early Modern Europe (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), 
Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardcover; pp. xiii, 242; 12 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. 
US$99.95, £50.00; ISBN 9780754661849.

As part of the ‘Women and Gender in the Early Modern World’ series, this excellent 
collection of thirteen essays examines the power of gender in shaping identities and 
communities in Early Modern Europe. Dedicated to Professor Patricia Crawford, the 
editors of this collection acknowledge Crawford’s work ‘as an example of rigorous 
feminist scholarship by which conventional interpretations of women, gender and 
early modern history might be challenged’ (Preface). 

The Introduction provides an overview of both Crawford’s scholarship and 
the collection of essays. Tarbin and Broomhall assert that: ‘In this collection we 
respond to Trish’s challenge to acknowledge the complexity of women’s lives, 
recognizing the critical power of gender to structure identities and communities 
both in the historical sources we treat and in our experiences as historians today’ 
(p. 9). These essays successfully respond to this challenge. Crawford’s enormous 
contribution to this field is evident throughout, underpinning what also stands 
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alone as a valuable and timely study of women’s experiences in Early Modern 
Europe within the contexts of identities and communities. 

This collection is thematically divided into six parts – Reading Communities 
in History; Domestic Polities; Social Networks; Negotiating the City; Gentry 
Communities; and Queens and Court. Tarbin and Broomhall state that they have 
‘arranged these essays according to the contexts they accentuate as most significant 
for their individual analyses of communities and identities’ (p. 8). Recognising a 
review such as this cannot do justice to such a broad range of scholarship, I offer 
instead a brief overview. 

In the first section, Anne Laurence explores identity and gender in 
seventeenth-century Ireland. Considering religious, linguistic, political and 
national participation, Laurence suggests studying these themes through an 
analysis of families and households. Next, Sarah Ferber considers French cases 
of demonic possession within the context of identity politics, including how the 
historian identifies with historical figures. Both Laurence and Ferber challenge 
conventional approaches to the reading of historical documents to reveal women’s 
experiences, suggesting new methods of enquiry. 

Philippa Maddern, considering servant marriages in late medieval English 
households, and Claire Walker, through a study of English nuns and their 
communities in the seventeenth century, present examples of households which, 
when analysed within the context of gender, revise established ideas of domestic 
structures. 

Dolly MacKinnon studies Early Modern women’s social networks through 
an analysis of clothing bequests in an Essex parish. MacKinnon demonstrates 
how charity shaped women’s collective identities within the parish, and the effect 
this could have upon individual women. Jacqueline Van Gent also considers 
women’s social networks in her fascinating reading of eighteenth-century 
Swedish witchcraft trials, highlighting how women could use magic as a uniting 
or divisive force. 

Moving from the rural to the urban, Lyndal Roper and Laura Gowing explore 
women and the Early Modern city; Ausburg and London respectively. Roper’s 
vividly illustrated essay explores the feminine symbols representing an overtly 
male civic community, within which women occupied an ambiguous position. 
Gowing’s essay studies the experiences of poor single mothers in negotiating 
their position within the city, successfully demonstrating women could create 
a certain sense of belonging, although it was ‘for many women a point of hard 
bargaining’ (p. 150).  
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Sara Mendelson sensitively reads Anne Dormer’s letters recounting her 
abusive marriage. Mendelson shows how the local gentry neighbourhood of 
seventeenth-century Oxfordshire served as a female community, supporting 
Dormer despite individual religious or political differences. Frances Harris 
analyses correspondence between Elizabeth Packer Geddes and Elizabeth Burnet. 
Set against the backdrop of the Revolution of 1688, Harris suggests how reading 
shaped women’s political identities, whilst also demonstrating how women 
formed connections between themselves through such shared concerns. 

Susan Broomhall analyses Eleanor de Poitiers’ record of fifteenth-century 
Burgundian court life within the context of the honour culture of the court. 
Broomhall considers the importance of knowledge of court ritual in the shaping 
of female identity, and the limitations of the power derived from this ritual in 
comparison to men. Judith M. Richards examines public identity and public 
memory in her case studies of Margaret Beaufort and Catherine of Aragon, with 
a focus upon queenly reputation. To conclude, Sybil Jack also considers queenly 
reputation; engaging poetry to study the queen consort in seventeenth-century 
Britain. These final two essays demonstrate the power of historical representations 
in shaping identity, and the underlying purposes of such representations. 

This collection makes a significant contribution to women’s history in 
Early Modern Europe. The value of Crawford’s work is demonstrated, as is the 
need for continued enquiry into women’s experiences in this period. The essays 
work well together, forming a strong response to the challenge presented in 
the Introduction. They are persuasive and raise important questions in relation 
to women, communities, identity and power; questions which go beyond the 
parameters of this study. 

The Introduction is strongly footnoted, with a number of relevant sources. 
The collection is well-edited, including a good, and up-to-date, select bibliography 
on the themes of the volume. The notes are thorough and there is also an index. 
This is a fine example of current work in feminist Early Modern scholarship. I 
strongly recommend it to students and specialists alike.

Sally Fisher
University of Melbourne
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Vaught, Jennifer C., Masculinity and Emotion in Early Modern English Literature 
(Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; 
hardback; pp. x, 244; 10 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £50; ISBN 9870754662945.

Jennifer C. Vaught’s monograph is a welcome addition to the study of gender and 
emotions in Early Modern culture, a field to which she has already contributed 
with the important co-edited collection Grief and Gender: 700-1700 (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2003). Masculinity and Emotion in Early Modern English Literature 
makes a significant addition to the study of affect, feeling, emotions and mood 
in various disciplines over the last fifteen to twenty years. Vaught’s study also 
contributes to the scholarship on sexed and gendered bodies and spaces in Early 
Modern culture; gender, like emotion, ‘is a sociocultural construct’ (p. 12, n. 28). 
One particularly welcome aspect of Vaught’s book is its attention to genre as the site 
where competing ideas about gender and emotion can be put to the test. Masculinity 
and Emotion examines prose, poetry and drama in order to map the prehistories 
of the eighteenth-century ‘man of feeling’, helping us revise our understanding of 
this figure and suggesting new ways to investigate his afterlives.

An Introduction sets the scene, simultaneously charting the methodological 
contexts and intellectual aims of Vaught’s study. Stated as generalisations, her 
propositions may sound rather bland: emotional displays sometimes have positive 
outcomes and sometimes have negative outcomes for men; different genres 
privilege different emotional registers for men and women. Her study proposes 
to dismantle any vestigial binary thinking about emotion, demonstrating that 
there can be no hard-and-fast rules about the cultural valuation of, for example, 
reason and emotion and the gendering of those categories. In fact, reason and 
emotion are perhaps less useful conceptual categories for this study than the 
distinction between inherited Augustinian and Stoic attitudes to what might be 
called the ‘decorum of demonstrativeness’. Vaught uses the positive valence of 
moderate emotional expressivity in Aristotelian philosophy and Augustinian 
theology, and the negative valence of strong feelings in the Stoic philosophers as 
an initial structuring device for her study. Spenser’s ‘passionate Protestantism’ and 
Jonson’s ‘Stoical anger’ are the focus for a fascinating analysis of the attitudes 
of these two scholars to literary authorities, their inter-texts figured as arboreal 
‘motifs that stand for the literary and cultural matter that has shaped and informed 
their poetics’ (p. 25). This opening section shows how reading masculinity and 
emotion together can yield new insights into familiar, though unconventionally 
paired Early Modern texts. 
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   Part II also develops the dialectic relationship of Augustinian and Stoic 
positions, this time focusing on the politics of emotion in Marlowe’s Edward II 
and Shakespeare’s Richard II in an exploration of ‘Emotional Kings and their 
Stoical Usurpers’. This pairing is perhaps more conventional than the choice of 
texts discussed in Part I, but Vaught’s crisp discussion ensures the argument is 
lively. Part III is a study of ‘tearful shepherds’ in Pastoral Romances by Sidney 
(New Arcadia) and Spenser (Book VI of the Faerie Queene). Indeed, Spenser’s 
Faerie Queene and Shakespeare’s Richard II and The Winter’s Tale are ‘pivotal 
works’, examined ‘in dialogic relation to those by their contemporaries in order to 
explore how male figures … express emotions’ (p. 17). Part IV concerns texts by 
Shakespeare, Lanyer, Cary, Donne, Walton and Garrick. The range of examples 
and the relations between them are skilfully handled and this discussion, like Part 
I is full of interest and insight. 

   In effect, Masculinity and Emotion offers a historical formalist investigation 
of the prehistory of the Sentimental ‘man of feeling’. While one might not agree 
that Mackenzie’s novel is the triumphant keynote of this affective register (instead, 
marking its spluttering extinguishment, as Maureen Harkin has argued) in any case, 
the literary man of feeling is clearly not an eighteenth-century ‘invention’. Vaught 
makes a strong case for the nuanced valuation of masculine emotional expressiveness 
(strong or otherwise) in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century English culture. She 
brings the man of feeling up close and personal with her final chapter on Garrick’s 
commercial success, Florizel and Perdita. The discussion of Garrick’s adaptation 
arrives within disciplinary reach of theatre history and performance studies. It is a 
mark of the book’s clarity of focus and admirably incremental argumentation that 
this material seems, not just fresh, but also up to the task of providing something 
of a finale. 

  I feel compelled to mention the footnotes which dominate the page in the 
opening section, each a micro-essay of the issues at hand. Despite appearances, the 
argument does not require the reader’s constant deference to this documentation. 
In fact, scholarly apparatus appears in inverse proportion to the number of primary 
authors treated: the book opens with a pair and ends with a crowd of authors. A 
postscript swiftly recapitulates the main agenda of the book and usefully points to 
further projects that might emerge from Vaught’s findings. 

Heather Kerr
English Discipline

University of Adelaide
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Wolfram, Herwig, Conrad II, 990-1039: Emperor of Three Kingdoms, Denise A. 
Kaiser, trans., University Park, Penn State University Press, 2006; cloth; pp. xx, 
475; 19 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. US$60.00; ISBN 9780271027388.

A reader who sought out Herwig Wolfram’s biography of Conrad II (r. 1024-39) 
with the aim of, for example, using it as a reference tool to determine the first Salian 
emperor’s activities in the spring of 1032 will almost certainly find themselves 
placing the book back on the shelf and shaking their head in puzzlement. 
Such a reader might, perhaps, be left wondering why Chapter 8, entitled ‘The 
Emperor in Germany (1027): Court Diets, Synods, Confidential Discussions, and 
Compromises’, leads directly into a chapter concerned with the emperor’s second 
Italian venture of 1036-38, passing over nearly a decade in apparent silence. The 
answer is to be found in the fact that Wolfram has written something of a rarity 
amongst the plethora of biographies of medieval royalty that jostle for precedence 
on the academic bookshelf: an interesting and thought-provoking book. 

Conrad II is structured into five main sections, sandwiched between an 
introductory sketch of the medieval world in the early eleventh century and an 
epilogue in two parts, the first part of which, Chapter 22, summarises the essence 
of Wolfram’s portrait of Conrad. In ‘From Worms to Basle’, the book’s first section, 
Wolfram offers a study of Conrad and his wife Gisela’s rise to power, situating 
this within the broader context of early eleventh-century imperial politics. This 
is followed by ‘Conflicts and their Resolution’, a wide-ranging study of Conrad’s 
approach to dealing with resistance and to governing the German and Italian lands 
of the Empire. This section of the book is particularly notable for the changes it 
highlights in the emperor’s approach to dealing with Italy: in 1026-27 Conrad swept 
into the Italian peninsula as the defender of episcopal rights; by the time he returned 
in 1036 he had reversed this policy, becoming the defender of lay rights against 
episcopal encroachments. In its first half, the third section, ‘The Realm’, examines 
what, amongst other things, Conrad’s attitude towards the imperial insignia and 
public crown wearing tell us about his conception of royal authority. The second part 
of this section includes a stimulating analysis of the various layers that comprised 
the political ‘classes’ of Conrad’s empire. The fourth section, ‘Foreign Policy’, 
focuses primarily on Conrad’s dealings with the Empire’s eastern neighbours, but 
frames this discussion by considering his Byzantine and Burgundian policies. The 
book ends with a section exploring Conrad’s attitude towards the Church. 

In his introductory comments, Wolfram states his purpose as being, in part, 
‘to tell Conrad’s story in modern language, from a modern perspective, and with 
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an eye to modern modes of interpretation’ (p. xviii). If the book has an important 
flaw, it is that Wolfram does not dwell sufficiently on elucidating the perspective 
he adopts and these ‘modern modes of interpretation’. In an interview given in 
2003, the author explains the aim of Conrad II far more explicitly than he does 
in the book itself: it is an attempt ‘to reinvent politics and policy for the historical 
profession’ and to produce a biography in a similar vein to Jacques Le Goff’s Saint 
Louis (Paris, 1996) (John Eldevik and Christoph Sonnlechner, ‘An Interview with 
Herwig Wolfram’, Comitatus, 34 [2003], pp. 187-95). If Wolfram’s decision to let 
the book’s approach speak for itself may confuse some of its readers, this should 
not, however, detract from its author’s considerable achievements. 

In adopting a thematic structure, Wolfram is consciously seeking to produce 
the antithesis of H. Bresslau’s Jahrbücher des Deutschen Reichs unter Konrad II, 2 
vols (Leipzig, 1879-1884). At the same time, his primary concern lies with revising 
Bresslau’s influential portrait of Conrad, based on advances in our understanding of 
medieval society and politics. The result is a convincing depiction of an emperor 
who lacked the ‘high-handedness’ and ‘ruthlessness’ with which Bresslau endowed 
him, but who nevertheless departed strikingly from his predecessor Henry II’s 
policies in almost every respect: ‘the new king did not immediately introduce an 
entirely new set of policies, but instead adopted his predecessor’s political methods 
and goals, put them to the test, and then made a drastic break with tradition as 
soon as he recognized their deficiencies’ (p. 321). This approach characterised 
not only Conrad’s Italian policy, but also his dealings with the Empire’s eastern 
neighbours and the Church. In this latter area, in particular, Wolfram paints a very 
different Conrad from Bresslau’s unrelentingly secular ruler: ‘[w]hen it came to 
the ecclesiastical hierarchy, the Salian ruler did not pursue an antimonastic or 
antiepiscopal or even a broadly antichurch policy, nor would he have entertained 
one. He did, however, swiftly and utterly dispense with the sort of favoritism Henry 
[II] had shown the clergy to the detriment of the secular nobility’ (p. 322). Rejecting 
recent views that the reign lacked any form of conceptual underpinning, Wolfram 
returns frequently to the idea that the emperor espoused an emerging ‘transpersonal’ 
conception of rulership: ‘Conrad’s success seems to have been a function of his 
ability to pursue two incongruous political courses – the exercise of personal 
authority and the institution of a transpersonal polity – almost simultaneously’ (p. 
328; see also pp. 115, 143, 153, 324-5, 331).

This is a book that benefits from being read in its entirety: only after it is 
digested fully can Wolfram’s conception of Conrad and his reign be appreciated 
properly. This is not a book without flaws: the nature of the Burgundian law 
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‘restored’ by Conrad (p. 339) is, for example, one of several topics Wolfram raises 
but leaves unanswered. Nevertheless, Penn State Press has performed an important 
service in making a work as significant for its general approach, as its reassessment 
of the first Salian emperor, available to an English-speaking audience. 	

Chris Jones
School of History

University of Canterbury, Christchurch
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