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Alfonso, Isabel, ed., Rural History of Medieval European Societies: Trends 
and Perspectives (The Medieval Countryside 1), Turnhout, Brepols, 2007; 
hardback; pp. viii, 310; R.R.P. €60.00; ISBN 9782503520698. 

Even if a dedicated scholar were to speed read for 168 hours a week, 52 
weeks of the year, it would still be impossible to master the research done 
Europe-wide in a subject as fundamental as rural history. Moreover, as Piotr 
Górecki notes in his discussion of Poland, ‘[a]n accurate representation of 
current thought requires more – tracing the long resonance of those major 
subjects that have long constituted that scholarship, right into its current 
authoritative state’ (p. 255). And, as several other contributors point out, 
the individual proponents of key theories and ideas have been able to direct 
understanding and research towards their own positions, not only by their 
writing, but also by their control of appointments and journals. 

Gathering together several distinguished scholars from a number of European 
countries to analyse and present the significant developments in rural history 
of the last twenty years – or as it turns out, the last 60 or more – is a valuable 
way of allowing others to fit their own understanding into a wider framework. 
Those brought together in this volume consider how historical studies of rural 
life have changed in their particular country. They also show how national 
ideologies in those countries have shaped the direction of research and how 
certain topics are selected as important at the expense of others. 

Some topics are still largely neglected, a state of affairs often blamed on 
a lack of material with which scholars might work. Importantly, José Angel 
García de Cortázar and Pascúal Martínez Sopena have identified three ‘most 
resounding silences’ (p. 122) of Spanish medieval rural history: economic 
structure; technical equipment; and organization of work. Spain is not alone 
in having such silences. With the exception of Spain and England, there is 
little on the history of the environment and the effect cultivation had on the 
land, although landscape studies are fashionable in Italy.

Fortunately, archaeological work has provided new sources of information 
on material culture in the rural communities of most of the countries surveyed 
here as, to a lesser extent, has palaeo-environmental evidence. Such evidence 
has provided a means of accessing the countryside, vital for places where 
written documentation is late and limited. By uncovering artefacts that were 
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used by peasants and rural communities, archaeological work has shifted 
interest towards technology and farming practices, as well as agricultural 
innovation and a reconstruction of the countryside.

One difficulty that emerges from this collection of essays is how present 
national boundaries affect historical perspectives. Despite differences in 
medieval boundaries, local laws and structures that were specific to particular 
areas, and changing rights and responsibilities, those of the presently 
central area are often assumed to be the norm. The chapter on Britain, for 
instance, is wholly focussed on England with a single passing reference 
to Scotland and none to Wales or Ireland. Benoit Cursente, in considering 
France, tackles this problem head on, stressing the recent development of 
work on hitherto neglected provinces of France and the inspiration that 
a comparative European perspective has produced. In Italy too, as Luigi 
Provero shows, intense local studies have enabled major reassessments of 
regional specificity.

A problem with surveys of this sort undertaken by particular scholars is 
that they may marginalize or omit work by individuals with whom they are 
not in sympathy. The ‘converging’ account of agreement on fundamentals 
by what is deemed ‘the majority of researchers’ that is presented, may thus 
leave out alternative accounts and insights that the ‘other’ may possess. Two 
historians of English rural society whom I regard as providing stimulating 
insights – the late Herbert Hallam and Rosamund Faith – are dismissed as 
eccentric by Dyer and Schofield. Julien Demade, writing on Germany, is 
very conscious of the difficulty of providing an objective description. He 
describes as ‘illusory’ the idea that a single value can be placed on any 
one approach. 

The utility of a collection such as this, however, is that it lays bare the 
holes in the research currently being undertaken, so that with good will 
from the mentors of up-and-coming scholars, new approaches and (forgive 
the pun) groundbreaking work can be undertaken. We are still ignorant, 
for instance, about the changes that may have occurred in the choices of 
particular species of grain, or livestock, made by generations of farmers. 
The occasional claim that farming practices were destructive needs to be 
revisited. 

Perhaps, as several contributors hope, more people may turn to collective 
research enterprises that, in the computer era, may properly and fully be 
able to exploit difficult source material such as fiscal records. All the 
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contributors are anxious that future work is not moulded by the political 
exigencies of the ruling parties in the present day states of Europe. One 
may look forward to the updating of this survey in another ten years time.

Sybil M. Jack
Sydney, N.S.W.

Andrew, Malcolm and Ronald Waldron, eds., The Poems of the Pearl 
Manuscript: Pearl, Cleanness, Patience, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, 
Fully Revised Fifth Edition with New Introduction and Incorporating Prose 
Translation on CD-ROM, Exeter, University of Exeter Press, 2007; paperback; 
pp. 380; R.R.P. £12.99; ISBN 9780859897914.

Since the mid-nineteenth century, when the Gawain-poet’s works first appeared 
in print, readers have delighted in their inspired yet intricately crafted poetry. 
Evocations of civilisation’s elaborate hoaxes and of nature’s beauty and 
power contextualize the poet’s subtle explorations of the inner life, ethics, 
and spirituality. The poems’ West Midland dialect and expansive alliterating 
vocabulary account in part for their survival in only a single undistinguished 
manuscript, of the late fourteenth century. These same features have exacerbated 
difficulties faced by the poems’ modern editors and translators. The publication 
of the present complete edition, following its first appearance in 1978, through 
revised versions in 1987, 1996, 2002 and now again in 2007, is a tribute to 
its editors’ success in engaging with these difficulties. The editors’ aim: ‘to 
facilitate and enhance the reader’s enjoyment of these splendid poems’ has 
been achieved (p. 26). 

Research into background has continued now for nearly two centuries, but 
the poems’ manuscript, British Library MS Cotton Nero A. x, remains the most 
important external source for deductions about authorship and composition. 
The non-correspondence of the manuscript’s gatherings with the beginnings 
and ends of the texts indicates that the scribe copied them as a collection. 
A congruence of themes, including an extended investigation of patience, 
trawþe, cortaysye, and clannesse as richly meaningful virtues; shared structural 
features; humour, excitement and high comedy; similarities of clerical and 
chivalric reading and experience; and above all a unique excellence further 
support common authorship. 

Despite many hours spent discussing Sir Gawain and the Green Knight 
with colleagues and students, I found that reading the poems in manuscript 
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sequence, as reproduced here, suggested many fresh insights. By emphasising 
the poems’ intertextual solidarity and the conditions of their first production, 
this reading also highlighted the exotic nature of recent approaches to Sir 
Gawain under the aegis, for example, of Foucault, queer theory, pulp fiction 
and the cinema. If such approaches are to be validated, cross-checking of 
arguments against the values and concerns of Sir Gawain’s companion poems 
would seem to be desirable. 

Malcolm Andrew and Ronald Waldron’s implicit promotion of the integrity 
of the corpus counterbalances the poems’ printing in single or selective editions 
and translations, in a tradition that began with Sir Frederic Madden’s 1839 
publication of Sir Gawain in a collection of Gawain romances. Among other 
early printings, Sir Israel Gollancz’s separate editions of all four poems; J. 
R. R. Tolkien and E. V. Gordon’s Sir Gawain, revised by Norman Davis; 
and E. V. Gordon’s Pearl are works of enduring scholarship. Andrew and 
Waldron have placed comprehensive textual and literary notes and etymological 
glossaries in separate sections after the texts, in a presentation that assumes 
specialist readers. They are thus at the opposite pole from the many modern 
English translations of the Gawain-poet’s works that cater for popular 
Arthurian interests. 

The present edition is a compendium that bridges these polarized scholarly 
and popular spheres. Explanatory notes, including translations of difficult 
passages, accompany the text at the foot of each page, and a new translation, 
‘into plain and unadorned prose, staying as close to the original as modern 
English idiom will allow’, accompanies the volume on CD as a printable 
PDF file. Allusions in the notes to etymology and to other medieval works 
confine themselves to manuscript cruces, errors, omissions, and the texts’ 
numerous interpretative puzzles. The solutions proposed engage with decisions 
by earlier editors, thereby empowering the reader to choose among options. 
This method also encourages readers to explore independently the poems’ 
multiplying dimensions of meaning, which usually stem from the evolution 
of chosen words or images.

The Poems of the Pearl Manuscript is a doorway into the debates that have 
enlivened modern commentary on the Gawain-poet’s works. Of the major 
revisions, the rewritten introduction lengthens discussion of the manuscript, 
summarizes speculations about the author’s identity, and outlines the genre, 
narrative, structure, sources, themes, images, and key vocabulary of each poem 
in manuscript order. It is therefore systematic and comprehensive rather than 
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individualistic. The ‘practical’ Glossary, listing unfamiliar words and words 
whose meaning has shifted over time, the Note on Language and Metre, and 
the Note to the Text are unchanged from earlier issues. Like the explanatory 
textual notes, the Select Bibliography has been updated to include recent 
scholarship and criticism. 

In sum, I recommend to readers this revision of an edition that several 
generations of students and teachers have preceded me in endorsing. In a 
book of manageable size, the editors have succeeded in reconciling reliable 
scholarship with modern accessibility, and in balancing attention to individual 
poems with encouragement to explore the Gawain-corpus as a whole. Their 
edition provides a setting that can only deepen twenty-first-century appreciation 
for these luminous Middle English poems.

Cheryl Taylor
Department of Humanities

James Cook University 

Barr, Helen and Ann M. Hutchison (eds), Text and Controversy from Wyclif 
to Bale: Essays in Honour of Anne Hudson (Medieval Church Studies 4), 
Turnhout, Brepols, 2005; hardback; pp. xxii, 448; R.R.P. €90.00; ISBN 
9782503522098.

Through her work and inspiration, Anne Hudson has not only transformed our 
understanding of important aspects of late medieval English religion and culture, 
but has also created one of the most productive fields of cross-disciplinary 
collaboration. In bringing together scholars from a range of disciplines, and 
presenting a series of papers whose scholarship transcends their disciplinary 
roots, this volume is itself a considerable tribute to her achievement. It 
begins with George Rigg’s affectionate encomium to the honorand in Latin 
verse (with English translation!) and the editors’ useful introduction to the 
collection. It closes with a list of Hudson’s books and articles preceded by 
a sketch of her work in progress on ‘texts and religious sensibilities in the 
late medieval and early modern periods’.

The book comprises twenty papers, grouped under the headings of ‘The 
Question of Sources’, ‘Wyclif’s Influence and Reputation’, ‘Controversies 
and Reform’ and ‘Contexts of Vernacular Wycliffitism’. Though the papers 
are more for specialists than students, they all engage in the larger enterprise 
of reframing and reconceptualising aspects of the religious culture of late 
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medieval England. The geographical range of the papers is extended by 
Peter Biller’s analysis of modes of interrogation used by the inquisitors in 
Languedoc and Frantiŝek Ŝmahel’s examination of the acta of the trial of 
Jerome of Prague.

It is impossible to do more than note some of the findings of a few of 
the papers. By focussing on evidence for the clerical reception of the Twelve 
Conclusions, Wendy Scase offers new insights into the politics of 1395 and 
a new solution to the problem of the relationship between the Latin and 
English texts. 

In the notabilia of Thomas Moston c.1410, Jeremy Catto finds further 
testimony to the continuing reputation of Wyclif as a logician at Oxford, and 
suggests ‘how painful and inconvenient the uprooting’ (p. 130) of his teaching 
on the orders of Archbishop Arundel must have been to many masters. 

In a close reading of Reginald Pecock, who sought to engage with the 
Lollards in their own language and win them over by reason, Kantik Ghosh 
finds evidence for the coherence of the Lollard challenge and for the existence 
of a lay audience in London which had the ability and interest ‘to engage, in 
a spirit of anxious religious inquiry, with vernacular theology and philosophy, 
in fact, with vernacular scholasticism’ (p. 253). 

Focussing on three parchmenters and a bookbinder involved in the Lollard 
rising of 1414, and drawing deeply on the relevant archives, Maureen 
Jurkowski throws new light on the production and dissemination of Lollard 
books in London. The story of John Godsell is particularly interesting. After 
brief imprisonment in 1414, he moved to Ditchingham in Norfolk, where he 
became a leading light in the Lollard conventicles in the district, organising 
the supply of Lollard books from London. 

In a rich and wide-ranging discussion, Vincent Gillespie demonstrates and 
helps to explain the success of the Birgittine house of Syon as a bastion of 
reformist orthodoxy, from its foundation in 1415 to the Reformation. Favoured 
by the quality of its patrons and recruits, it was by no means ‘immune to the 
tides and seasons of external opinion’ (p. 139), as is apparent from the range 
of books in its collection, including a fifteenth-century Wycliffite glossed 
gospel. From the short lections included in the house’s Martiloge, Gillespie 
reveals the emphasis placed on the quality of priests and sermons, and on 
the linkage between sound doctrine and good living. The resources of the 
library underpinned sound doctrine, while ‘the lived example of the priest[s]’ 
enhanced the effectiveness of their preaching.
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All in all, the papers make up a rich tapestry. The editorial attempt to group 
the contributions under four headings was worthwhile, but none of them fit 
comfortably in any box. A lot of the interest in the volume comes from the 
raw angularity of the findings, the multiplicity of connections, and the subtlety 
and complexity of the picture that takes shape. The editors, Helen Barr and 
Ann Hutchinson, and the publisher, Brepols, have served scholarship well. 
But honour and gratitude are most due to Anne Hudson. As the last stanza 
of Rigg’s encomium puts it:

Pro multis laboribus, post tam longum bellum,
Tibi preparavimus sapidem morsellum
Partibus durissimum, partibus tenellum
Oramus, accipias hunc parvum libellum!

[For your efforts for us all, after all the labour,
For you we’ve prepared a dish, full of taste and flavour;
Some of it’s rather tough, some of it is tender:
Please accept this little book, from a grateful sender.]

Michael Bennett
School of History and Classics

University of Tasmania

Blanton, Virginia, Signs of Devotion: The Cult of St. Æthelthryth in Medieval 
England, 695-1615, University Park, Pennsylvania State University Press, 
2007; cloth; pp. xiv, 349; 16 illustrations, 2 maps; R.R.P. US$65.00; ISBN 
9780271029849.

Virginia Blanton has herself a devotion to St Æthelthryth (also known as 
Etheldreda or Audrey) of Ely, if this beautifully presented book is any sort 
of evidence. It would pass as a cult object, with its interleaved grey pages 
with a tasteful medieval motif, its autumnal embossed end papers, and its 
full-colour dust jacket reproducing a painting from Ely Cathedral of the 
saint’s translation. One wonders whether it was a conscious addition to the 
extensive catalogue of cult objects with which the book concludes. The one 
drawback to all this beauty is that it apparently left insufficient budget for 
the important illustrations to be reproduced in colour. Since the artefacts in 
question are mostly painted panels from roodscreens and the like, colour 
photographs would almost certainly have added to the reader’s appreciation.
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The book is divided chronologically, the first chapter covering Æthelthryth’s 
lifetime up to Bede’s Ecclesiastical History, the second chapter considering 
the times of Æthelwold and Ælfric, the third chapter examining the early 
Norman period, the fourth chapter spanning the twelfth to fifteenth centuries, 
and the final chapter considering lay texts and material goods of the fourteenth 
to seventeenth centuries.

The opening chapter presents a now all-too-familiar view of Bede’s 
presentation of women, where the usual arguments alleging Bede’s denial of 
agency to women are rehearsed. The arguments are at best weak. The idea 
that Bede’s placement of the Cædmon story after the narration of Hild’s 
death silences Hild is groundless: Bede wished to set out two exemplary 
lives, and in separating the narratives had to place one before the other. 
Doubtless the same critics would have accused Bede of relegating Hild, had 
Cædmon’s story come first. Similarly, the attribution of ignoble motives to 
Bede’s non-reproduction of the text of Cædmon’s hymn can be disregarded, 
for a vernacular text would have no place in the Latin composition that was 
the Ecclesiastical History. 

In the same vein, Blanton notes, as if with surprise, Bede fails to report 
Æthelthryth’s personal interactions and miracles, which are ‘a conventional 
element in hagiographical texts’ (p. 38). Given that the Ecclesiastical History 
is not a hagiographical text, the surprise hardly seems warranted. Blanton also 
remarks on the absence of posthumous miracles performed by the saint in 
Bede’s text, with the miracles that do occur being a result of contact with the 
linen or coffin in which she was buried. Since this is quite a standard motif 
in the period, the point of Blanton’s claim that the miracles ‘do not disclose 
her sanctity so much as they support it’ (p. 53) is obscure. It is difficult to 
see how this kind of textual exegesis adds value to our understanding of 
Æthelthryth or Bede, given its refusal to engage with the writer in his own 
context.

A similar perspective seems to colour the second chapter, with some 
contradictions emerging. Having pointed out a visual focus on Æthelthryth’s 
womb implicit in the drapery arrangement in the Benedictional of St 
Æthelwold and imputing an emphasis on her ‘chastity as a woman’ 
(p. 95), Blanton then goes on to explain that the miniatures of Christ, 
Benedict and Swithun share the same characteristic. Presumably she does 
not mean to suggest that the three last-named also had wombs or were 
chaste women. In recounting Ælfric’s story of a thegn and his wife who 
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choose to live chastely, in reward for which the thegn is admitted to the 
heavenly company, Blanton makes much of the fact that the wife ‘does 
not warrant a position in the saint’s celestial company simply because she 
did not become a nun’ (p. 119). This, however, is not stated by Ælfric, 
who simply omits the wife from his account. This is unsurprising, given 
that, as Blanton points out, Ælfric is trying to deliver a particular message 
to his male target audience.

Space does not permit a similarly detailed comment on the final three 
chapters here. It is probably worth mentioning, though, that there are 
methodological issues with the survey of material objects in the final 
chapter. Insufficient consideration is given to accidents of survival and 
recording, and while these are referred to in passing, they almost certainly 
mean that the tentative conclusions drawn in the course of the discussion 
are flawed. 

The book is an interesting enough account of the changing perspectives 
and purposes of those who depicted Æthelthryth over the course of some 
thousand years. It certainly reflects wide-ranging research amongst primary 
texts, secondary sources and material objects, and for that reason is worth 
reading. The exhaustive list of material objects relating to Æthelthryth appended 
to the book is similarly valuable, although more extensive annotation would 
have rendered it considerably more so.

Pamela O’Neill
School of Letters, Art and Media

University of Sydney

Brundage, James A., The Medieval Origins of the Legal Profession: Canonists, 
Civilians, and Courts, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2008; cloth; 
pp. xvii, 492; 5 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. US$49.00; ISBN 9780226077598.

James A. Brundage maps the development of the legal profession as the 
institutions of Roman law are rediscovered in Western Europe from the 
early twelfth century to the mid-thirteenth century. He argues that Roman 
law and its institutions were eroded during the Barbarian invasions of the 
early sixth century, but when they were rediscovered in the twelfth century, 
a recognizably modern legal profession developed and flourished. Brundage 
carefully illustrates this process by examining how the law was written 
down, how the courts worked throughout this period, the development of 
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legal education and professional ethics, and by describing the various roles 
found in the legal profession such as advocates, proctors, judges, and notaries. 

The opening chapter begins with an account of the structure and institutions 
of the Roman legal system. Setting the tone for chapters concerned with the 
medieval development of the legal profession, Brundage demonstrates that 
the law in Rome followed a path of democratization. The beginnings of a 
Roman legal tradition are based in the religious institutions of the early Roman 
Republic. Knowledge of the law was confined to the college of pontiffs acting 
under an archaic procedural system known as the legis actiones (p. 11). The 
chapter examines how the law escaped from its initial religious confines to 
become available to any Roman citizen who was able to pay for the services 
of an advocate to represent their case in the courts. The process occurred as 
the law was written down in a form that was accessible to those outside the 
college of pontiffs, leading to the development of advocates, legal education, 
legal ethics, and highly sophisticated legal procedures. This path is followed 
up to the sixth century and concludes with an examination of the beginnings 
of canon law.

The next chapters show how Roman law and its institutions were seemingly 
lost and then rediscovered in the medieval period. Brundage says that although 
Roman legal procedures and codes did not survive the Barbarian invasions 
that forced the schools of law to close (pp. 59-60) he acknowledges that 
canon law continued to develop within the church. Even so, there was no 
recognizable legal profession following the collapse of Rome. The rediscovery 
of the legal profession in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries follows the same 
route as the discussion of the development and democratization of Roman 
law and institutions in the first chapter. 

As a law school began to emerge in Bologna, there was a need to write 
down what was known about the law in textbooks, and legal teachers 
turned to Roman sources to complete this task (pp. 81-9). These early 
developments foreshadowed Gratian’s Decretals, which provided a written 
platform so that the law could be studied and applied. Thus, as shown 
in the first chapter, the basic step towards a legal profession was to have 
a body of written laws. Moving onto other aspects of the developing 
legal profession, Brundage’s examination of legal education, procedure, 
ethics and the various roles found in the legal profession provides the 
reader with a detailed picture of the medieval legal system that can seem 
remarkably modern.
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The structure Brundage has adopted, of returning to the same subjects 
(education, procedure, ethics, and the roles of various legal practitioners) 
in each of the eras discussed, gives the reader the opportunity to take each 
particular aspect of the legal profession and follow its development from the 
early Roman Republic to the late medieval period. 

This is a book that will have appeal for a generalist reader looking 
for a broad-spectrum understanding of the subject as well as a more 
specialist reader whose specific interests lie in one of the aspects of the 
legal profession. Brundage’s style is easy to read and his descriptions of 
what actually occurred in the legal faculties or in the courtrooms of the 
period are entertaining. This is a book that will appeal, and be of great 
value, to anyone who is beginning their research in legal history. Not 
only does it provide a comprehensive understanding of the subject, it 
also extensively lists both the primary and secondary sources available 
on the subject. This is a significant work that will assist researchers and 
students for many years.

Diana Jefferies
Sydney, N.S.W.

Butler, Todd, Imagination and Politics in Seventeenth-Century England, 
Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardcover; pp. x, 200; 5 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. 
£55.00; ISBN 9780754658832. 

This is an original contribution to the crowded scholarly field that investigates 
intellectual history and the scholarly and artistic circles of seventeenth-century 
England.  While Todd Butler’s title refers to the seventeenth century in general, 
much of his text in fact relates to the Caroline period. He is largely concerned 
with manifestations of imaginative capacity during this time, especially as 
shown in the court masques and political crises of the era. His approach 
throughout is strongly multi-disciplinary, drawing on constitutional history, 
literature, scientific discourse and other seventeenth-century approaches to 
the imagination.

The author’s originality stands out in his interpretation of the Civil Wars. 
He broadens familiar scholarly conceptions of a clash between King and 
Parliament into a reading of the Civil Wars as a cognitive process and an 
assessment of the very real political power which resided in imaginative 
capacities.
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The introduction surveys philosophical thought in imagination and 
phantasms from Plato onwards. Overall, Butler asserts the power which 
resided in imagination. He makes sense of this claim by revealing the varying 
degrees of suspicion or approbation that different thinkers have ascribed to 
the imagination, especially Plato’s disapproval for poetry and its inherent 
untruthfulness. Butler also places historical debates about the implications of 
imagination into an English context, especially the religious contests about 
images which occurred during the Tudor period under King Edward VI. 
Again, Butler argues for the imagination as conveying potentially dangerous 
insights and provoking harmful thoughts. 

His chapters further express the ambivalent place occupied by the 
imagination in seventeenth-century English thought. His first chapter reveals 
this ambivalence in the writings of Francis Bacon, who argued for imagination 
as a primary element of human thought in his Advancement of Learning. Yet 
as Butler points out, modern interpreters of Baconian science have tended 
to view Bacon as hostile to imaginative capacities (p. 18). Butler offers an 
alternative reading, taking Bacon’s metaphor of imagination as both citizen 
and magistrate as his starting point for arguing that Bacon’s approach to 
imagination was to stress its necessity and discipline. Butler’s analysis of 
Baconian science stands forth distinctively from earlier surveys by stressing 
the intersection between politics and imagination; according to Bacon, 
imagination was a force which could gain and maintain political power if 
harnessed correctly (p. 55).

In part, he shows any ambivalence towards imagination as being due 
to imagination’s confluence with politics, a point he also draws out from 
Caroline court masques. Again Bacon’s philosophical works are used as an 
interpretative device to explain masques as having functioned as a stimulation 
to the imagination. 

Caroline masques have received extensive scholarly attention. For many 
years, it seemed that Stephen Orgel and Roy Strong had had the last word 
on them, not simply through cataloguing plot, music and costume but in 
reading them within the context of the history of ideas. Yet Butler shows 
imagination to have been a contested property during the Caroline period, 
especially popular imagination. He ties together sharply divergent Caroline 
stages, namely courtly masque and Charles I’s scaffold in 1649, in order to 
demonstrate the potency of displays that provoked imaginative capacities. 
Assessing Charles’ execution as an act endowed with imaginative potency, 
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Butler also stresses the importance of the Eikon Basilike, a text purportedly 
authored by Charles I himself and which he also reads in terms of its 
imaginative potential (p. 93). 

 	 Of course Butler is not the first historian to stress the inherent 
theatricality of Charles I’s execution or the impact of the Eikon Basilike, but 
his work is distinctive for the intersection he charts between political events 
and the imaginary sphere. Further chapters also pursue interpretation of the 
public image of the martyred Charles I, especially Milton’s acknowledgement 
that Charles and his supporters used the power of the imagination as a key 
to political authority (p. 136).

Overall the text would have benefitted from a slightly sharper focus. 
Given that Butler argues for the intersection of imagination and politics, his 
treatment of the constitutional history was at times disjointed, as political 
events floated in and out of his analysis as occasion demanded, rather than 
receiving systematic treatment. But his central idea of the nexus of politics 
and the imagination is clear and strong and this is a fresh and valuable 
contribution to existing studies, not only of seventeenth-century politics, but 
also the History of Ideas.

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

The University of Queensland

Cowan, Alexander, Marriage, Manners and Mobility in Early Modern Venice 
(Historical Urban Studies), Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007; hardback; pp. xvii, 209; 
9 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754657286.

This book provides a unique perspective on attitudes to marriage, 
concubinage and social mobility amongst the Venetian Patriciate in the late 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Its aim is ‘to examine upward social 
mobility through marriage in early modern Venice’ (p. 13). It does so via a 
systematic analysis of the surviving prove di nobiltà, the investigations of a 
governmental magistracy – known as the Avogaria di Comun – into whether 
or not proposed marriages of Venetian noblemen to brides from outside the 
Venetian Patriciate, and/or those of natural daughters of Venetian noblemen 
to members of the Venetian nobility should be approved for registration by 
the Venetian State. Records survive for the investigations into the social and 
moral backgrounds of approximately 500 women who wished to marry into 
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the Venetian nobility, from the time the laws pertaining to outsider brides 
and natural daughters were enacted in 1589 until the study’s end date: 1699. 
If the investigators found in favour of the petitioners, then any sons from 
these relationships would be eligible for membership of the Grand Council, 
the Republic’s supreme governing body made up of the men from Venice’s 
most noble families.

Alexander Cowan uses both qualitative and quantitative methods in this 
study. He draws extensively on the written testimonies recorded (always in 
first-person) by the women concerned, who were not physically present at 
the hearings. For his qualitative evidence, Cowan documents the attitudes, 
prejudices and ideas of his protagonists. Quantitatively, he uses demographic 
characteristics of petitioners, marriage contracts and the recommendations 
of the investigations for the statistical data from which to describe broad 
social trends. 

As the book’s opening example illustrates, petitioners were concerned to 
demonstrate that they were the legitimate or natural daughter of their parents; 
that their fathers were of high social status in their home town; that their 
fathers and grandfathers had always lived ‘civilly and honourably’; and that 
their mothers and themselves had lived ‘modestly and honestly’ (p. 1). Both 
‘outsider brides’ and the natural daughters of patricians who wished to marry 
into this closed caste had to demonstrate that they and their families were of 
appropriate social and moral standing so as to ensure that the purity of the 
Venetian nobility would not be tainted. 

Cowan argues that the 1589 law was evidence of the Venetian State’s 
concern with increasing social differentiation and the need to preserve noble 
status. These claims for recognition of patrician status were not speculative 
and would only be brought if negotiations were at an advanced stage. 
Sometimes couples married before the, often lengthy, investigative process 
undertaken by the Avogaria di Comun was completed. The investigation 
would then be stopped and registration refused but petitioners could apply 
to have their marriages and their offspring recognized at a later date, so that 
marrying before the process was completed was not an insurmountable hurdle 
to eventual registration. 

The second chapter discusses the Avogaria di Comun and its functions 
and the process undertaken during an investigation of a prove di nobiltà, 
including the interrogation of witnesses, the types and validity of evidence, 
including hearsay and the use of quite elderly witnesses to testify to the noble 
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status, or otherwise, of a claimant’s father or grandfather, or of the moral 
standing of a mother. 

The later chapters then take up various themes such as outsider brides 
and their families. Cowan argues that the opportunity to marry outsider 
brides opened up a tight Venetian marriage market in which often only 
one male was able to marry and many girls became nuns because of the 
spiralling costs of dowries. Outsider brides offered additional dowry capital. 
These outsider brides were from a very restricted social circle that included 
doctors, lawyers, merchants, high level officials, rentiers and nobles from 
the Venetian territories or beyond. Many of them could be subsumed within 
the Venetian cittadini (citizen) class, which was a semi-privileged group of 
high status but Cowan argues that a more accurate term would be huomini 
civili, a group between the nobility and majority of the cittadini class. A 
key criterion for determining a bride’s social status was how her father 
and grandfather made a living: any suggestion that these men engaged in 
‘vile’ trades that involved directly selling and handling goods (as opposed 
to supervising the process) meant automatic disqualification.

The last part of the book concerns the natural daughters of patricians. 
The factors taken into account here were: whether the daughter had been 
recognized by her father at birth and had been supported by him; whether 
the patrician’s relationship with the mother had been long-term, stable and 
exclusive; and the moral conduct of mother and daughter. These relationships 
garnered wide acceptance in Venetian society perhaps because it was so 
difficult for Venetian noble men and women to marry. Concubinage was 
the next best option, providing a marriage-like environment for bachelor 
noble men, as well as for many unmarried or widowed women from across 
the social spectrum.

Some of the contextual material on Venetian social mores in the last 
chapter of the book would have provided necessary information earlier in the 
book, and would have prevented the need to repeat information. But this is a 
minor criticism of a very thoughtful, lucid and suggestive book that should 
inspire further research into the relationship between gender, marriage and 
social mobility in early modern Europe.

Natalie Tomas
School of Historical Studies

Monash University 
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Cruz, Anne J., ed., Material and Symbolic Circulation between Spain and 
England, 1554-1604 (Transculturalisms, 1400-1700), Aldershot, Ashgate, 
2008; hardback; pp. xxvii, 176; 9 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 
9780754662150. 

This remarkably comprehensive collection, edited by Anne J. Cruz, focuses 
on the crucial 50 years of relations between England and France, beginning 
with the marriage of Mary Tudor and Philip II in 1554 and ending with the 
death of Elizabeth I in 1603. 

The first of three parts addresses ‘the physical and representative 
connections across the channel’ (p. xix) in that period, including trade 
alliances against France, royal marriages, and religious conflict and its 
effects in each country. William D. Phillips, Jr contributes a retrospective 
discussion of trade relations since the thirteenth century addressed in 
terms of the countries’ location in ‘Atlantic Europe’. Magdalena de Pazzis 
Pi Corrales, in turn, examines the complex, drawn-out process which 
transformed traditional allies against France into warring enemies. While 
it is hardly groundbreaking to stress ‘the key and decisive role’ played 
by ‘their religious opposition’ in the eventual ‘showdown between the 
two monarchies’ (p. 13), de Pazzis Pi Corrales shows why and how this 
conflict was deferred for decades – despite mutual aggravations – due to 
Phillip’s crucial support for Elizabeth’s succession in preference to that of 
French-allied Mary Stuart. 

Elizabeth Wright details the paradox that Francis Drake’s fame was, in a 
sense, a Spanish fabrication: the result of ‘exaggeration of his efficacy’, used 
to ‘cover for shoddy defence systems’ and to gain ‘greater crown subsidies’ (p. 
29). Remarkably, accounts by witnesses, prisoners and diplomats culminated 
in Drake’s lionization in a Spanish epic poem, Lope de Vega’s La dragontea, 
which Wright incisively interprets as a cautionary work for the future Phillip 
III, to whom the work was dedicated (pp. 34-8). 

Anne J. Cruz’s own chapter deals with the process of ‘symbolic warfare’ 
in response to acts of desecration committed during Drake’s raid on Cadiz 
in 1587. Cruz focuses on the politico-religious deployment of desecrated 
religious statuary, both in the immediate aftermath when a damaged statue 
of the Virgin was granted to the English Jesuit College in Valladolid (p. 49) 
and in the commissioning and deployment, as late as the 1670s, of paintings 
on the subject (pp. 50-1). 
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The highlight of Part II, ‘Circulating Fictions of the Other’, is arguably 
Barbara Fuchs’ essay on the English ‘Orientalizing’ of ‘Iberia’ in such plays as 
Thomas Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy. Fuchs discusses the ‘English conflation 
of Spain and the world of Islam … part of a sustained orientalizing discourse’, 
even more intriguing for being deployed against a Western-European country, 
the better to ‘emphasize the alterity of England’s most powerful enemy’ 
(pp. 63-8). But, in her denouement, Fuchs also notes the cultural fascination 
exercised by that other, so influential were Spanish literary models in England 
(pp. 68-70). 

María Cristina Quintero discusses Antonio Coello’s 1633 play, El conde 
de Sex (‘The Count of Essex’), unusual for portraying Elizabeth. Quintero 
stresses the noteworthy portrayal of a queen – albeit a long-dead, foreign 
one – in an eroticized role (pp. 77-9). Indeed, as Quintero argues, Coello’s 
embodiment of the queen in key scenes requiring a scantily-clad actress, 
constituted a playful, witty manipulation of the discourse of the monarch’s 
two bodies, which the historical Elizabeth had famously exploited (pp. 81-5). 

Part II concludes with Frederick A. de Armas’ discussion of two of 
Cervantes’ Novelas ejemplares, La gitanilla (‘The Little Gypsy Girl’) and 
La española inglesa (‘The English Spanish-Woman’), shown to be linked to 
contemporaneous interest in purportedly momentous astrological phenomena 
which occurred between the death of Elizabeth I (1603) and the birth of the 
future Philip IV (1605). As de Armas shows, the novellas’ defining assertion 
of seemingly magical possibilities of harmony and tolerance, are, fascinatingly, 
analogous with the spirit of ‘wish-fulfilment’ with which James’ envoys to the 
Spanish court – engaged, at that time, in negotiations to end the protracted 
war between the two nations – reportedly displayed ‘a very Catholic behavior’ 
in the course of their mission (p. 95). 

Part III, ‘Wars of Discourse, Discourses of War’, commences with a 
discussion of Pietro Martire, Richard Eden and Richard Hakluyt; David 
Boruchoff observes that the Renaissance promise of ‘freedom to make one’s 
way’ was accompanied by ‘trepidation wrought by the disintegration of the 
medieval world-system’ and of ‘the certainties of classical and Scholastic 
auctoritas’ (p. 103). Boruchoff would locate desire for such lost auctoritas in 
the moral idealism of the discourse of discovery, whereby the work of Eden 
and Hakluyt, ‘despite its importance as an instrument of national pride and 
propaganda in Tudor England, aspired to more lofty ideals and objectives that 
… transcend political and sectarian differences’ (p. 103). The providential 
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character which Hakluyt ascribed the successes of empire – namely, his 
assurance that Spain’s waning glory manifested her loss of divine favour, 
as England’s star rose – is the subject of Boruchoff’s warning against the 
modern temptation to see it as mere ‘lip service to spiritual ideals’ (p. 120). 

Carla Rahn Phillips, in turn, discusses rival accounts of the actions of Drake 
and Ralegh in the 1580s and ‘90s. In examining Henry Savile’s translation 
and virulent refutation of the original Spanish account of Drake’s last, fatal 
mission in the Americas – where following military failure Drake himself 
succumbed to dysentery – Phillips contrasts the ‘clear, dry Spanish prose’ of 
‘official communications’ (p. 127), in which Avellaneda, a Spanish admiral, had 
written his account, with the ‘intemperate’ language and ‘emotional invective’ 
to which Henry Savile, and his endorser, Thomas Baskerville, resorted in 
A Libell of Spanish Lies (1596), marked by a desire to ‘vilify Spain and 
Spaniards’ (pp. 128-9, 133). Phillips’ coda is a sobering observation that, ‘once 
invoked’, xenophobic pronouncements, ‘take on a life of their own’, such 
animosities surviving, decades later, as an obstacle to reconciliation (p. 134). 

In the final essay, Bernardo J. García García examines the voices advising 
the abandonment of large-scale military action, which gradually gained the 
ear of the Spanish crown. Alamos de Barrientos is singled out as a leading 
thinker who had considerable influence upon the young Philip III; he 
advocated defensive naval measures, the establishment of maritime taxes, 
and the disruption of foreign trade as ways to target England’s economic 
resources – even recommending privateering, in imitation of the English 
(pp. 138-43). However, as García García illustrates, the catalyst for peace 
negotiations would not be political discourse but the material circumstances 
of warfare and the death of Elizabeth. Thus, it was the dismal failure of the 
1601 Spanish landing at Kinsale in aid of an Irish Catholic uprising, and 
their defeat by the English over the following year, that led to Philip III’s 
peace negotiations with England and, indeed, for Philip’s open ‘support’ for 
the pro-peace ‘James’ accession to the English throne’ (pp. 146-8). 

Taken as a whole, the ten essays in this well-documented and fascinating 
collection make it very worthwhile for historians and literary scholars of 
Early Modern Spain and England. 

Ivan Cañadas
Hallym University 

South Korea 
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Dell, Helen, Desire by Gender and Genre in Trouvère Song (Gallica 10), 
Woodbridge & Rochester, D. S. Brewer, 2008; cloth; pp. x, 241; R.R.P. £50.00, 
US$95.00; ISBN 9781843841647.

This carefully constructed book on a complex topic extends ideas of 
which Helen Dell gave a foretaste in Parergon 22.1 (2005). The lyric 
poetry of the northern French trouvères has been less studied than that 
of the Occitan troubadours, which makes this a welcome publication. 
Although Dell has drawn on recent troubadour scholarship, notably that 
of Pierre Bec, Simon Gaunt, Jean-Charles Huchet, and Sarah Kay, her 
own approach is different and original. She explores the gendering of 
desire, reading the lyrics in connection with the psychoanalytic theory 
of Jacques Lacan, trying ‘to follow seriously the logic of signification 
of difference’ (p. 1). With a corpus showing northern appreciation of a 
wider range of genres, she analyses desire in the low, uncourtly register, 
where the feminine voice is more often heard, and in the high register of 
fin’ amor, the masculine domain. Working across genres and genders, she 
aims to reveal ‘a discourse of unspoken desire, masculine and feminine 
in trouvère song’ (p. 22).

In chapters 1 and 2, she describes the song system, distinguishing genre and 
register. She begins with the masculine high-style song of fin’ amor: Thibaut 
de Champagne’s ‘Ausi conme unicorne sui’, where desire impedes the lover’s 
rational thought, and the playful rondeau ‘C’est tot la gieus en mi la prez’ 
(pp. 36-41). Whereas in courtly love lyrics the lady is silent and absent, in 
low-style, feminine-voice songs, the ‘textual’ woman is present and ready for 
action, as illustrated by ‘Deduxans suis et joliette, s’amerai’, a chanson de 
femme of the chanson d’ami type (pp. 62-6). Feminine and masculine voices 
are unequal, resembling Aristotelian matter and soul.

Chapters 3 and 4 deal with desire: masculine desire, firstly in the low-
style pastourelle, where lust makes the man try and seduce the shepherdess 
with varying outcomes, and then in the high-style chanson where among 
contradictions and obstacles hope of fulfilment is evoked but unrealized, 
creating unsatisfied desire. On the other hand, low-style feminine desire 
brings both sorrow and joy. Sometimes the defiant amie can triumph; but 
other women lament failure. Behind these feminine voices must, however, 
be presumed a masculine author, as there were few women among the 
trouvères.
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The next two chapters are on the chronotopes of desire, i.e. desire in 
relation to time, space, change, etc., beginning with the low-style chanson 
de femme, the chanson de mal mariée. With narrative implications and 
circularity, it supposes a triangular situation where the woman is an object 
between her jealous husband and a lover, and lacks the will to change. 
Dell then explores in the chanson the ambivalent masculine propensity 
to look up at courtly ladies and down at shepherdesses, oscillating 
between serious ethical issues and free-time diversion. Lacan’s notion 
of extimacy (p. 156) supports discussion of the cœur/corps separation. 
A good conclusion (p. 165) brings together both voices as victims of a 
situation, which neither acts to change, although one resorts to defiance 
and the other to self-abasement.

In a particularly interesting final chapter, Dell studies nine chansons, 
which might be considered truly feminine, where the lyric subject ‘has stated 
something of herself in her desire’ (p. 168). One senses a story behind the 
utterance, especially of the pain of having loved and lost through the lover’s 
death or departure on a crusade. 

In Afterthoughts (pp. 204-9), Dell reflects on the absence of satisfactory 
answers, and the surprising discovery that it has not been possible for anyone 
‘to place woman securely within the trouvère song system’ (p. 207). In the 
writing process, she has gained this knowledge, which curiously reflects the 
position of the trouvères who live their desire in the process of composing 
a song.

Examples are quoted with parallel English translation. Editions with English 
translation and English translations of Lacan are used. A useful Index completes 
the book. Given the care with detail, it is surprising that numerous errors 
appear on pp. ix-x, including the former names of the British Library and 
the Bibliothèque nationale de France. Also the running headings of chapter 
6 have ‘Chronotypes’ instead of ‘Chronotopes’. Occasional typos occur, e.g. 
‘c’a;pot’ (p. 151, v. 7). Perhaps ‘escarlate’ (p. 133, v. 4) should be translated 
by its alternative meaning ‘best quality fabric’.

Helen Dell writes with ease and clear definition of concepts, sometimes 
expressing ideas more than once in different terms and introducing many 
literary and cultural parallels. The author of ‘Por coi me bait mes maris’ would 
no doubt be surprised at the length of the analysis (pp. 121-6), that includes 
reference to Aristotle’s Physics and Heidegger’s Being and Time. Colourful 
turns of phrase, e.g. ‘this juggernaut of a woman’ (p. 177), ‘the pressure-
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cooked erotic’ (p. 165), enliven the dense argument that frequently moves 
from Lacan to a poem and back to Lacan, for the book is to some extent an 
assessment of the critical theory as well as an analytical study of the poetry.

Glynnis M. Cropp
School of Language Studies

Massey University 

Einbinder, Susan L., No Place of Rest: Jewish Literature, Expulsion, and the 
Memory of Medieval France (Middle Ages), Philadelphia, University of 
Pennsylvania Press, 2008; cloth; pp. 267; 2 illustrations; R.R.P. US$55.00, 
£36.00; ISBN 9780812241150. 

Close to half of this book is made up of notes, bibliography and index, but 
these scholarly materials truly enhance the analyses and discussions of the 
six constituent chapters, as well as Introduction and Epilogue. By diverting 
much of the technical matter related to her main argument, Einbinder gives 
a more powerful flow to her elegant text. In many places, it is eloquent and 
charming, rather than, as happens all too often these days, full of jargon and 
ideological sludge. 

The main arguments may be set out as follows: the series of exiles and other 
disasters in the fourteenth century that displaced and shook to its foundations 
the Jewish communities of what is now the France of the Mediterranean coast 
seems to have left little or no direct record in the rabbinical writings that 
have survived. Nonetheless, in indirect form – through seemingly obscure and 
baroque poetry on biblical themes, especially in liturgical hymns, but also in 
medical texts and romantic lyrics – the history of people’s experiences may 
be traced out, as can the attempts by communities to reconstitute themselves 
and their social and individual memories, and the specific cultural strengths 
of Jewish cultural discourses revealed. 

In addition, Einbinder argues that re-examining the documentary record 
is also illuminating of the dynamics of Jewish cultural memory. In this she 
means both literary expressions themselves, in the sense of poetic, exegetical 
or scientific texts, and in the sense of physical manuscripts owned by 
particular individuals, transferred from place to place in the diaspora, and 
recreated by scribes, redactors and ad hoc scribblers of notes on the pages of 
these manuscripts and later printed versions. By so doing, the author finds it 
necessary, as she says, to trample modern interdisciplinary boundaries, thus 



218	 Reviews

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

knocking down paradigms that set Ashekanzi against Sephardic, binary codes 
established both by the overwhelming of previous models of Jewishness when 
the Sephardic Diaspora at the end of fifteenth century exploded across Europe 
and the Eastern world and by the academic penchant for simplified codes 
to analyse circumstances in which only fragments of books and hallucinated 
memories of trauma remain. 

Still further, this book addresses the problem of how to read poetry in 
styles the nineteenth-century Science of Judaism could not fathom in their 
positivistic search for meaning to justify the traditions of their people in Central 
Europe, and that also present difficulties for modernist literary prejudices and 
tastes shaped by Romantic and post-Romantic sensibilities. Going beyond 
Paul Zumthor’s ingenious rhetorical readings of Christian (‘secular’) poetry 
in the medieval period – something in itself a revolutionary advance beyond 
the reading technologies of both classical and romantic criticism – Einbinder 
finds the Jewish search for stability and meaning in a world that appeared 
to have been shaken from its axis and evacuated of significance in the kinds 
of creativity most at odds with modernity in all its forms, in acrostics, 
pantogrammes and micrography. Rather than simplistic or mystical attempts 
to graft mythic dimensions on to catastrophic events or to replace traumatic 
memories with familiar biblical promises of messianic and apocalyptic revenge 
and renewal, these poets sought to make in and of their poetic lines an 
active, midrashic experience, one that at once generated meaning, stabilized 
the processes of thought through minimalist language, and ‘elevate[d] social 
chaos to its truer spiritual meaning’ (p. 52). The elitist authors and readers 
‘found in the formal difficulty and monotony of the pantogram a meditative 
tool, a linguistic challenge and a path to enlightenment’ (p. 59).

Yet truth to tell, these efforts for the most part were lost, along with the 
memories they contained and the hopes they embodied. What did remain 
as traces, however, were usually occluded and misunderstood – and hence 
vehicles of a nostalgia and aspiration that could be shaped by subsequent 
disasters – but can be teased out again, as Einbinder demonstrates, in piyytim, 
dietary manuals, and other seemingly unrelated documents. As she says, in 
almost her last sentence in the Epilogue, ‘I have tried to convey in these 
pages that there is a way to read a series of forgotten texts and detect within 
them the echoes of the expulsion’s trauma’ (p. 162). She has succeeded better 
than she allows herself to hope – ‘We can only hope that as we struggle to 
find the past, the future will someday look for us’ (p. 162) – because her 
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models of scholarship to recoup lost histories of event and inscription can be 
generalized beyond the texts, authors and redactors she studies, and the ways 
of thinking and writing she begins to illuminate, can once again inspire us 
in our creative engagement with the traumas of our experience.

Norman Simms
Department of Humanities/English

Waikato University
Hamilton, New Zealand

Ewan, Elizabeth and Janay Nugent, eds, Finding the Family in Medieval and 
Early Modern Scotland (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), 
Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardback; pp. 206; 4 b/w illustrations, 3 tables; 
R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754660491.

Scholarship on medieval and early modern Scotland has usually focussed on 
political, religious and economic studies. Over the last twenty years, social and 
cultural history has made its mark, followed closely by gender and women’s 
history. However, there is still a huge gap in the historiography and as the 
editors emphatically state, ‘the study of the medieval and early modern family 
is still in its infancy’ (p. 1). This could be perceived as somewhat strange 
considering the family, as a foundation for order, played a pivotal role as ‘the 
building block of all other social institutions’ (p. 8). The interdisciplinary essays 
in this collection have been combined in a text that assesses the importance 
of the family by expanding on broader historiographical debates. 

Section one’s four essays detail many of the sources available to the 
scholar of the family. Cynthia Neville explores medieval charters to garner 
information about the local and private concerns of families with regard to 
land and property. Such evidence demonstrates the patriarchal structures of 
Scottish society while highlighting the role of women in the disposition of 
landed estates, as wives and widows. As Neville explains, the emotional side 
of family life still remains hidden but the charters illuminate other areas of 
family life, such as religion, kinship ties, and family management. 

Marriage is a key to any discussion of family relations, however, as Katie 
Barclay argues, marital relationships have come under little scrutiny until very 
recently. Using the medium of ballads, she examines marital relationships 
between 1650-1750 in order to explore attitudes towards and tensions between 
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love, courtship, marriage, and economics. Barclay concludes that the ballads 
reveal a change in family dynamics between 1650 and 1750, underpinned by 
complex familial and gender relationships. 

Dolly MacKinnon locates the family within the world of music, arguing 
that music negotiated and reaffirmed social and gender roles, and suggesting 
it illuminates ‘the more intimate aspects of Scottish life’ (p. 48). 

Scott Moir highlights how integral the family framework was to tensions 
surrounding witchcraft accusations and trials. Using a small sample of records 
to further his argument, Moir shows that expectations, failures, emotions, and 
relationships demonstrate the social construction of both the family and the 
concept of witchcraft.

Section two focuses on the family, presenting us with a collection of 
essays that analyse early modern social constructions of fatherhood (Melissa 
Hollander) and the emotional relationships between evangelical Protestant 
parents and children (David G. Mullan). Other essays in the section examine 
the historical records outlining the urban activities of married women with 
regard to debt litigation either as individuals or as part of the marital economy 
(Gordon DesBrisay and Karen Sander Thomson) and the information that 
tombstone inscriptions can give regarding familial relationships, both real or 
rhetorical, accurate or exaggerated (Barbara C. Murison). 

The use of the family in examining broader historiographical issues is 
taken further in section three which looks at the interaction between family, 
kin and community. Mairi Cowan shows that in late-medieval Scotland there 
was concern with the spiritual ties of family, beginning with baptism and 
ending with the preferred care of the soul by blood kin. For Cowan, this 
emphasizes the importance of the material model of blood kinship over the 
spiritual model of kinship (p. 125). 

Alison Cathcart also examines blood kinship but suggests that over time 
its significance lessened as clans looked further afield to extend their ties of 
influence. Focussing on marriage and the manipulation of women in order to 
achieve political and economic goals, Cathcart concludes that kinship, real or 
imagined, ‘was a fundamental means of executing clan policy which aimed 
at preserving and enhancing the family line’ (p. 138). 

The final three essays look more to the inextricable links between family 
and community and the consequences for both of disobedience, famine and 
murder. J. R. D. Falconer focuses his inquiry on sixteenth-century Aberdeen 
court records examining ideologies around social order and honour, and 
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the part families played in restorative and retributive justice. Karen Cullen 
looks at the impact of the last national famine on the family. Decreases in 
baptisms and marriages were such that long-term recovery of the family was 
severely affected. 

Murder in the wake of the 1745 rebellion, outlined in the final essay by 
Deborah A. Symonds, informs the reader of the effects political disorder, 
war and the emergence of a new textile economy had on the family. While 
the evidence points to a breakdown or failure of a family’s formation around 
an illegitimate child, it is also indicative of the breakdown of wider family 
relationships, and the heavy impact on women, as the community sought to 
re-establish the order of society and the economy.

By unearthing aspects of the pre-industrial Scottish family that have hitherto 
been hidden, it is hoped this broad collection of essays has opened the door 
to further interrogative research on this slowly emerging area. 

Michelle Smith
Department of History
University of Auckland

Fabiani Giannetto, Raffaella, Medici Gardens: From Making to Design (Penn 
Studies in Landscape Architecture), Philadelphia, University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 2008; pp. 328; 54 illustrations; R.R.P. US$55.00; ISBN 9780812240726.

Medici Gardens: From Making to Design is a study of the early Renaissance 
Medici gardens outside of Florence: Trebbio, Cafaggiolo, Careggi and Fiesole. 
Raffaella Giannetto begins with the historiography of the Medici garden, 
especially as it was shaped by the idealising visions of nineteenth-century 
foreign intellectuals and then by the political motivations of fascism in promoting 
the idea of a giardino all’italiana. This idea identified the Italian garden with 
geometric principles and a symmetrical layout that reflected the architecture of 
the house, the design of which was dated to Renaissance Rome. The author 
seeks to challenge previous critical assumptions that the Medici gardens were 
prototypes of a giardino all’italiana and that there existed an established design 
practice to which the creation of the early Medici gardens conformed. 

The author examines the historical contexts of the Medici gardens, 
meticulously considering the evidence, which includes letters, books of memoirs, 
tax returns, notarial deeds and drawings. She identifies the risk of using later 



222	 Reviews

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

images, such as the painted lunettes by the Flemish artist Giusto Utens (1599), 
as evidence of the appearance of the properties in the Quattrocento. 

Enquiring into the intentions and motivations that produced the gardens, 
orchards and kitchen gardens within the Medici properties, Giannetto places 
them within the material culture context  of the lives of the Medici. Family 
members had different attitudes towards the countryside. (Cosimo apparently 
took a direct, hands-on approach to gardening while Lorenzo was not interested 
in actually getting his hands dirty.) Giannetto seeks to place these early 
gardens in the context of Early Modern Italian society rather than presenting 
the gardens as discrete and isolated art objects.

Giannetto’s approach is distinguished from earlier studies by its emphasis 
on the practice of garden making as preceding its evolution into a theory of 
design. Her argument is that the gardens developed in a more organic way; 
a shaping of the landscape that was primarily a physical exercise rather 
than a theoretical one. The emergence of design principles she identifies as 
a later development. She seeks to trace the evolution of gardens, and human 
relationships with such spaces, from kitchen gardens and orchards, providing 
food for household consumption or sale, to designed spaces that could embody 
complex allegorical programmes and provide theatrical arenas.

The book takes an interdisciplinary approach. As well as considering the 
historical evidence of the social fabric surrounding the gardens, the author 
also considers humanist representations of man’s engagement with the natural 
world in literature and philosophy. The fictional gardens of Petrarch and 
Boccaccio (together with Petrarch’s gardening notes) provide comparisons 
with, and insights into, the nature of actual gardens. Literary gardens were not 
conceived as objects but projections of the feelings of the poet and readers. 
In Boccaccio’s literary gardens (which inspired subsequent illuminators and 
painters) he approaches an idea of design that would not be explored in 
actual gardens until a few centuries later. In Marsilio Ficino’s philosophical 
writing, the locus amoenus is not an object of aesthetic appreciation but 
rather comprised signs of God. His work is not directly related to the layout 
of Careggi, the seat of Ficino’s Neoplatonic Academy, however, Giannetto 
relates his interpretation of human creativity, as an instinctual activity not 
requiring discursive reasoning, to the creation of gardens.

In the final section, Giannetto considers the process by which gardens 
began to be laid out according to drawings and models previously used in 
other disciplines, after which a theory of garden making emerged. Leon 
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Battista Alberti in De re aedificatoria (1485) sought to promote architecture 
as a liberal art and, by including a chapter on gardens, which had previously 
been included with agriculture as a mechanical art, contributed in part to the 
elevation of their status. Alberti suggested the plan of a garden should be in 
the manner of a building, using geometrical shapes for layout and the planting 
of trees. From the sixteenth century, manuals codified traditions of garden 
making and horticultural experience. The process of garden making evolved 
from habit and repetition into what we would term ‘design’. The manuals 
postdate the establishment of garden praxis, while a theory of garden design 
emerges in text after the significant gardens have been designed. Overall 
garden making moved away from the practice of agriculture and acquired 
the image of the Roman castrum, the planning of cities.

Giannetto’s book is part of the Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture 
series, edited by John Dixon Hunt which is ‘dedicated to the study and 
promotion of a wide variety of approaches to landscape architecture, with 
special emphasis on connections between theory and practice’. The series 
received the Award of Honor in Communications from the American Society 
of Landscape Architecture in 2006. Luke Morgan’s Nature as Model: Salomon 
de Caus and Early Seventeenth-Century Landscape Design (2007) is another 
work in the same series.

Medici Gardens: From Making to Design engages the reader’s interest 
throughout with its thorough and multifaceted approach. It will be of interest 
to scholars in areas of garden and landscape history, literature and architecture. 
With its interdisciplinary approach it will no doubt bring new insights to 
readers in particular disciplines and those interested in connections between 
them. It is accompanied by a generous number of illustrations: photographs, 
maps, plans and paintings.

Victoria Bladen
The University of Queensland

Gascoigne, John, Captain Cook: Voyager Between Two Worlds, London & New 
York, Hambledon Continuum, 2007; hardback; pp. 304; R.R.P. $49.95; ISBN 
9781847250025.

Encounters between cultures have become a fashionable topic and John 
Gascoigne has adapted his long-term interest in eighteenth-century voyages 
of scientific discovery to a consideration of the misunderstandings that arose 
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from face-to-face dealings between alien English crews and the native dwellers 
in the islands the ships visited. To do this, he has sought to interweave the 
comparatively well-known (and primarily written) English source material 
with later anthropological assessments of the non-literate inhabitants of the 
more remote Pacific Islands. 

This is a valiant and interesting attempt to match the conflicting viewpoints 
of those about to be colonized and of those about to take over. Alas, as the 
material is so lopsided, the result is still largely a one-way exploration of 
British perceptions and objectives. Surprisingly, Gascoigne has little to say 
about the implications of these encounters for Enlightenment thought. He 
has limited himself to Britain, taking little notice of the European culture of 
which it formed a part. 

Because James Cook had a complex early background, Gascoigne divides 
his study into a number of separate parts – agriculture, sea, trade, politics 
religion, sex and death – in each of which he considers Cook’s experience 
and what can be ascertained of his encounters with the parallel field in Pacific 
societies including New Zealand. 

Although endless details of Cook’s life have been collected they do not 
provide an insight into what Cook himself made of life in a remote Yorkshire 
village, or his early time at sea. Instead, it is necessary to use extraneous 
information – in religion, for example, what little can be said of local Protestant 
observance and evidence of surviving superstitions – to supplement our 
ignorance of what Cook accepted about belief and ecclesiastical structures. 
If it were possible to say what Cook’s reaction to these various aspects of 
life was so that his reaction to the unknown could be assessed, this would 
be a groundbreaking work. As it is, Gascoigne can only show what attitudes 
or expectations were probably common, or even, with regard to sex, what 
he claims ‘Cook’s men thought’ (p. 176). This is thought provoking but also 
frustrating.

Summarising the changes that were taking place in British society during 
Cook’s lifetime, both globally and in the specific areas with which Cook was 
familiar, is problematic. Gascoigne has decided to treat the period as one of 
up-coming critical change and to present Cook as a symbol of that change 
in a number of ways. 

Foreshortening the long run up to the economic changes of the late 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries produces a dramatic but somewhat 
misleading construction of Cook’s early experiences. This is in part due to 
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the impossibility of avoiding minor errors, in part to the difficulty of setting 
very particular circumstances into a wider framework – in agriculture, for 
instance, enclosure was changing many people’s lives in Yorkshire but Great 
Ayton had been enclosed 70 years before Cook’s birth. 

The plotting of the narrative in this work depends on creating sharp contrasts 
between the two worlds, but one may ask how convincing is this? How far 
was Cook in fact conscious of irreconcilable differences either between Britain 
and the Pacific or even between his Britain and that which had gone before? 
Colliers, after all, had tramped up and down the coasts of Britain since the 
Middle Ages – London had been dependent on the coal they brought since 
1500. Trinity House Newcastle, whose authority covered Whitby, had licensed 
Pilots since the sixteenth century and had been the body that provided the 
safety net for local shipping almost as long. 

Trade is the driving force that Gascoigne sees as lying behind the missions 
of exploration Britain sent out in the mid-eighteenth century but was such 
exotic trade visible in Whitby? Cook would have mainly encountered only 
routine, local trade in fish, food and clothing. Gascoigne is too good a scholar 
to say merely about Cook’s knowledge of the smuggling that was endemic 
on the East Coast that ‘he must have known of it’ and nothing on what was 
brought in and the way in which it was tied into more legitimate trade. There 
are too many gaps in what can safely be said about Cook’s understanding of 
the wider financial structures underlying the growth of trade in the period to 
make it clear what trade he thought should result from his voyages. Gascoigne’s 
account of trade and of the coinage ignores the many earlier centuries in 
which coins were already the small change of business and in which early 
forms of banking activities linked Northern counties, especially Yorkshire, to 
London and overseas markets. He downplays the role of trade in the Islands 
as peripheral but in many ways it would not have differed except in volume 
from local Yorkshire marketing.

Gascoigne presents the Pacific islanders’ concept of the gift as wholly 
foreign to British ideas of trade as an exchange, arguing that this led on both 
sides to embarrassment, confusion and ultimately conflict. The idea of the 
gift-exchange, however, had existed in Europe for centuries and had formed a 
part of royal and noble politics, and Europeans had encountered sophisticated 
forms of the practice in other areas of Asia well before Cook. The implications 
of such encounters with the Islanders and the ways in which such things as 
gift-exchange were intertwined in their culture with other fundamental social 



226	 Reviews

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

concepts need to be more carefully teased out if we are to comprehend the 
distance between the mental worlds of the two societies.

In contrasting Cook’s attitude to mapping with that of the Islanders, for 
instance, Gascoigne emphasizes Cook’s commitment to what is presented 
as scientific surveying and claims that he failed to appreciate how Tupaia 
envisaged space, distance and direction. Certainly, this would be the appropriate 
official account to send to the Admiralty, but coastal pilots in Britain, even 
down to the mid-nineteenth century, used knowledge, written down in printed 
or private rutters, that had much in common with Tupaia’s mental maps. Did 
Cook in his time as an apprentice and in merchant ships never encounter this?

This is nevertheless an easy-to-read book that stimulates readers to consider 
matters they had perhaps previously taken for granted and to go away and 
look for their own answers. In assessing its success one should, I think, say: 
‘Ah, but a man’s reach should exceed his grasp, Or what’s a heaven for?’

Sybil M. Jack
Sydney, N.S.W.

Goldin, Simha, The Ways of Jewish Martyrdom (Cursor Mundi 2), trans. Yigal 
Levin, C. Michael Copeland, ed., Turnhout, Brepols, 2008; hardback; pp. xiv, 
399; 7 b/w figures; R.R.P €70.00; ISBN 9782503525235.

This is a book that is not like other scholarly books, and it is more important 
than most. As you can see from the bibliographical title-line above, it is not 
only a translation from Hebrew, but also a text that required an editor. My 
suspicion is that the manuscript was two or three, or more, times longer than 
the text we now have. 

It is a book that is not like other scholarly books because, rather than 
claim objectivity and disinterestedness, it begins with an account of personal 
experience during the Gulf War of 1991 when Israel was subjected to sustained 
Iranian missile attacks. It concludes with a discussion of how Jews in Israel 
and in the Diaspora still remember and talk about their experiences during 
the Shoah when Jews, Judaism and Jewishness were close to annihilation. 
It is from this perspective that the author looks at Jewish history but also 
at Christian martyrology and pagan Judeophobia. Simha Goldin feels Jewish 
history as a Jew.

In a way, most of the chapters are repetitious and confusing, while, at 
the same time, the argument is intriguing and searching. Goldin is trying to 
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do many things, if not all at once, then in a process of interweaving and 
overlapping. The book seeks to explain Jewish martyrdom, Kiddush ha-Shem, 
by placing it in a number of contexts: the pagan and Christian traditions of 
the ancient and medieval worlds; the developing and shifting circumstances 
of Jewish life in different parts of Europe and the Mediterranean littoral; 
the emergent modern world; and contemporary events in Israel. It is for this 
reason that the same statement must be repeated in each new context, then 
modified, then extrapolated, and then evaluated. 

Under the crisis of overwhelming persecution during the First and Second 
Crusades, the Jews of Ashkenaz, especially in the Rhineland cities, created 
new ways of confronting their oppressors and murderers. They constructed 
a sense of sanctifying the Holy Name through acts of collective suicide, 
with whole communities, families, and individuals performing these roles in 
public. But as Goldin shows, it was not so much the performance of these 
martyrdoms that distinguished Jewish men and women from their Christian 
or – as the contexts widen ever further – Islamic counterparts; as the way in 
which these deeds were memorialized, codified in chronicles, liturgical hymns, 
and other poetry. These new concepts of sanctification became internalized 
habits of feeling, thought, conduct and theological ideal. 

And yet, two other things need to be taken into consideration. First, that 
previous and subsequent waves of persecution did not necessitate similar acts 
of self-murder, where mothers killed children, husbands slew their wives, and 
the surviving killer committed suicide. In other times and other places, Jews 
did not feel compelled to do such things; sometimes they accepted execution 
by persecuting authorities, if running away or bribery failed; sometimes they 
engaged in preventative deceptions, such as conversion or temporising. It 
depended on the nature and intensity of the threats. 

Second, and most important of all, significant because here Goldin comes 
very close to what I have written about extensively as the process of midrashing, 
the Jewish response to efforts to make Judaism and/or Jews disappear through 
conversion, expulsion or genocide were continuous with the way in which 
they were taught to imagine their place in the world. That is, as a world of 
history, of Talmudic analysis and discussion, and of covenantal relationship 
with God and the Law. 

Therefore, for all its other merits in historiography – describing, analysing, 
and comparing medieval texts and their generic relationship to Christian 
events and accounts – what is most valuable in this book centres on chapter 
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12 ‘Memory as Action’ and chapter 13 ‘Theology and Memory’ because it 
is here that the whole subject of midrash is focussed on. ‘Jewish martyrs,’ 
we are told at the start of chapter 13, ‘of the Middle Ages used a variety of 
images in order to transmit and to internalize the message of sanctification of 
God’s Name’ (p. 325). How is explained at length, with many examples. For 
it is the process of memorialization, and then of transforming memory into a 
textualized experience that is understood and felt deeply as part of an ongoing 
rabbinical project of adjusting history to Judaism and Judaism to history. 

Nevertheless, rich and exciting as these two chapters are – and they 
reverberate throughout the book – they do not tell the whole story. Goldin 
remains too much the professional historian to step very far outside the protocols 
of his craft to deal with the unconscious, oblique and implied dimensions 
of midrashing. Readers therefore should do more than stand in awe of the 
meticulous scholarship this book evinces. We should be provoked – the term 
to use is not ‘joyfully’ because of the tragic qualities of the subject – into 
greater and greater investigations. I cannot recommend this book too highly.

Norman Simms
Department of Humanities/English

University of Waikato

Hamrick, Stephen, The Catholic Imaginary and the Cults of Elizabeth, 1558-
1582, Farnham, Ashgate, 2009; hardback; pp. 232; 12 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. 
£55.00; ISBN 9780754665885.

In his fascinating book, Stephen Hamrick offers a chronological analysis of 
the poetry written in the first 25 years of Queen Elizabeth I’s reign. Hamrick 
states that this period of poetic history has been much neglected by critics. 
It is also a time of religious turmoil enabling Hamrick to examine the texts 
through what he terms ‘Reformation Petrarchanism’ (p. 3). Reformation 
Petrarchanism is a purposefully wide-ranging term that considers both a 
Protestant and Catholic imaginary within the narrow historical period being 
examined. It is a term that allows the book to analyse ‘how Elizabethan 
poets … combined Catholic and erotic discourses to fashion, refashion, and/
or reject the political, religious, and courtly identities crafted for the Queen’ 
(p. 2). Hamrick achieves this through combining a historicist, formalist and 
cultural-anthropological approach to examine the underrated poetry. However, 
the terms a Catholic and Protestant imaginary (that have psychological 
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implications as Jacques Lacan’s notion of the Imaginary springs to mind) are 
not clearly explained. They simply serve in the book as convenient shorthand 
to indicate that Catholic and Protestant practices are being used, adopted or 
alluded to in the poetry and other historical material.

Chapter 1 gives a detailed analysis of how Queen Elizabeth transforms the 
Catholic imaginary through not properly participating in a 1558 Christmas 
Mass at Whitehall. Hamrick’s original observation is that, before the mass, 
Elizabeth told the Bishop of Carlisle not to elevate the Host for adoration. 
Yet, she knew he would disobey her request. Instead of claiming ill-health 
and simply not attending, Elizabeth left the mass at the critical moment 
when the Bishop elevated the Host. Hamrick interprets the Queen’s sudden 
departure as having both an ‘immediate and long-term political impact’ (p. 
18). It served as a critique of Catholic religious practice that emphasized 
Elizabeth’s commitment to Protestantism. 

In Chapter 2, Hamrick analyses Barnabe Googe’s Eclogues, Epitaphes, 
and Sonnets (1563) as a critique of Elizabeth’s implied choice of husband. 
Googe’s poetry also denounces her succession through implying it replicates 
Catholicism’s vain dependence on iconic paraphernalia. Hamrick stresses that 
his reading of Googe’s work – as addressing contemporary political concerns 
– is an approach that has been ignored by critics. 

Chapters 3 and 4 mainly concentrate on George Gascoigne’s The Delectable 
Historie of the Sundrie Adventures Passed by Dan Bartholmew of Bathe (1573, 
1575). Hamrick reconstructs, for the first time, how Gascoigne’s role in the 
Queen’s coronation and his early court experiences influenced his work. This 
leads to Hamrick demonstrating how Gascoigne uses the Catholic imaginary 
to create a male fantasy of Elizabeth being dependent on her courtiers. In 
an absorbing account, Hamrick connects Gascoigne’s image of a devotional 
Queen to John Bale’s A Godly Medytacyoun of the Christen Sowle (1568), 
which contains an illustration of a young Elizabeth kneeling before Christ. 
The implication is that Gascoigne emphasizes the Queen’s subordination, or 
the need to protect her through containment, as a reflection of patriarchal 
domination. 

In Chapter 5, Hamrick argues persuasively that Thomas Watson uses the 
Catholic imaginary in his sonnet sequence Hekatompathia or Passionate 
Century of Love (1582) to defend the reputation of his patron Edward de 
Vere, the Earl of Oxford. This defence is emphasized by the sonnet sequence’s 
frequent allusions to Oxford, and the fact that Hekatompathia is dedicated to 
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him. Hamrick also discovers in the sonnet sequence’s allegory, the use of the 
‘Catholic imaginary to assert the possibility of being both Catholic and loyal 
to Queen Elizabeth’ (p. 153). This seemingly oxymoronic identity functions 
as an apology for the Earl of Oxford’s apostasy. It indicates that he is only 
briefly involved in Catholic causes harmful to the Queen. Watson’s religio-
political allegory maintains that Oxford’s conversion to Catholicism does not 
include violent actions against the Queen. Hamrick’s discussion is enhanced 
by drawing on historical material from the 1570s and early 1580s, including 
Oxford’s own poetry published in Paradise of Dainty Devices (1576).

In conclusion, Hamrick restates the importance of Catholicism to his 
study of Elizabethan love poetry, and its continual influence on Elizabethan 
readers. His reflection also identifies the complexities of Elizabethan culture 
entangled within the competing Catholic and Protestant ideologies. The 
book ends with an analysis of ‘Sonnet 5’ of Sir Philip Sidney’s Astrophil 
and Stella to illustrate how the Petrarchan representation of the Elizabethan 
Catholic imaginary is continually used as a critique of Queen Elizabeth. This 
is because she adapted the same Catholic language and imagery to create her 
powerful identity as the Virgin Queen. 

Hamrick’s book is an important and original contribution to the 
understanding of early court culture in Elizabeth’s reign. It is stronger, 
however, on reconstructing Elizabethan religious and political history than close 
reading of the poetry. Despite this, the book is a well-researched, exhaustively 
argued, highly readable and challenging scholarly work. It is essential to both 
academics and students interested in early Elizabethan Petrarchan poetry, and 
the religio-political context of the Reformation. 

Frank Swannack
The School of English, Sociology, Politics & Contemporary History 

University of Salford

Harris, Jonathan Gil, Untimely Matter in the Time of Shakespeare, Philadelphia, 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2009; cloth; pp. 288; 8 illustrations; R.R.P. 
US$59.95, £39.00; ISBN 9780812241181.

Jonathan Gil Harris’ new book challenges Early Modern scholars to reconsider 
the temporality of objects and the agency of seemingly inanimate objects. As 
Harris notes, much New Historicist criticism in the new millennium focuses 
on material objects, but does not understand those objects in any significantly 
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new fashion. Instead, such readings adhere to older conceptions of time as 
a one-way street, stressing the strangeness of early modern objects only to 
reinforce our sense of the past’s alterity, its radical difference to us today. 
However, as Harris convincingly argues, such approaches do not sufficiently 
account for ‘the time of the thing’ (p. 2) because they focus on the passive 
form of objects and do not conceive of matters as ‘untimely’ – that is, as 
potentially active and disruptive. 

Drawing on the work of Michel Serres, Harris distinguishes between three 
ways of theorising temporality: the logic of supersession, which regards 
time as a series of events replacing one another in a linear, synchronic 
fashion; the logic of explosion, in which the old shatters present-day 
illusions of wholeness and universality; and the logic of conjunction, 
which understands temporality as an active process in which old and new 
collaborate. We might think of supersession as the Old Historicist way of 
reading time, explosion as the New Historicist model, and conjunction as 
Harris’ way of theorising time, one that is much more complex than either 
of the other two approaches. 

Harris suggests that conjunction, as a theoretical approach to texts, 
allows us to read matter ‘not just synchronically in relation to its moment of 
production or use, but also for the traces of other times – past and future – 
legible within it; and by doing so, recognize how matter, like a palimpsest, 
exhibits a temporality that is not one’ (p. 24). Throughout the book, Harris 
uses the metaphor of the palimpsest to structure his theory of multi- or poly-
chronic matter – that is, material objects that bear the traces of many times 
in ways that disturb present-day assumptions and suggest innovative ways 
of re-imagining both the past and the future. 

The book is divided into three sections, each of which contain two chapters. 
The first section focuses on failed supersession in George Herbert’s The 
Temple and William Shakespeare’s Second Henriad – that is, the difficulty 
of imaging a future without dragging along the past, which inevitably haunts 
any attempts to transcend it. Section two, focussing on the logic of explosion, 
examines John Stow’s recording of a line of Hebrew, written on a stone 
unearthed from Ludgate, in his Survey of London, and the smelly implications 
of Macbeth’s first scene direction: ‘Thunder and lightning’ (p. 120, italics in 
Harris). Both texts, Harris argues, construct ‘polychronic objects’ from the 
Jewish or Catholic past to ‘flash up’ and challenge the assumptions of the 
Protestant present (p. 94). 
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The book’s third section turns to the logic of conjunction, which synthesizes 
supersessionary and explosive temporalities, but, Harris argues, does so in a 
metonymic, not metaphoric, fashion. As a metonymic synthesis, conjunction 
does not depend on any perceived resemblance between supersession and 
explosion, and thus exists side by side with the other two, neither cancelling 
nor transcending them. 

Harris uses this model in Chapter 5 as he places the writings of Hélène 
Cixous and Margaret Cavendish in dialogue to suggest a queer temporality that 
disrupts binaries of self and other, masculine and feminine, and western and 
oriental. In Chapter 6, Harris examines the notoriously unstable temporality of 
Shakespeare’s Othello, arguing that we should understand the handkerchief as 
a palimpsest that pulls multiple times together in conjunction – not just within 
the play, but also for today’s readers and audiences. In a coda, Harris turns 
to a modern text, Amitav Ghosh’s 1992 ethnographic narrative In an Antique 
Land, to suggest how untimely matter from the past can ‘help confound the 
fantasy that insists on treating the orient and the past as synonyms partitioned 
from the west’ (p. 194).

Untimely Matter is rigorously researched, well argued and skilfully 
written, and follows its own argument by using the past to suggest alternative 
ways of imaging both present and future. It is, of course, not flawless. 
At times, most notably in the Macbeth chapter, Harris’ readings become 
a little too New Historicist – that is, they pay so much detailed attention 
to historical contexts that the texts themselves get short shrift. However, 
Harris’ book impresses with the depth and breadth of his knowledge, and 
the skill with which he brings together multiple branches of theoretical 
discourse to inform and advance his argument. In short, Untimely Matter 
must count as one of the more significant works of literary scholarship 
of recent years.

Jennifer Clement
English Department

University of Canterbury
New Zealand



Reviews	 233

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

Hentschell, Roze, The Culture of Cloth in Early Modern England: Textual 
Constructions of a National Identity, Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardback, pp. 
viii, 209; 3 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754663010.

Employing a detailed analysis of very disparate texts, Roze Hentschell argues 
that cloth was fundamental to the construction of English national identity 
in the early modern period. By cloth she means broadcloth, ‘a dense, tightly 
woven woollen, which was manufactured into large pieces, approximately 28 
to 30 yards long and weighing up to 90 pounds’ (p. 3). Raw wool had been 
England’s staple export throughout the middle ages. In the mid-sixteenth 
century, a shift to cloth production ushered in an economic boom that was 
checked by conflict between Spain and the Low Countries, England’s main 
market. At the beginning of the seventeenth century, a misguided attempt 
by James I to increase value by prohibiting the export of unfinished cloth 
caused a depression.

Hentschell focuses on the period between 1575 and 1615 – the crisis and 
the slump. The book is divided into three sections of two chapters each. The 
first section, ‘Resistance in the Flock: Labour Rebellion in Pastoral Literature 
and Prose Romance’ provides an original reading of works usually treated 
from a very different perspective. In the first chapter, the rebellion of the 
rustics in Sidney’s Arcadia is seen as an aristocratic response to anti-enclosure 
pamphlets denouncing landowners who replaced peasants with sheep. Next, 
the popular prose romance, Jack of Newbury, an idealized account of the 
career of a successful clothworker, is revealed as an extension of the political 
activism of its author, the silkweaver Thomas Deloney.

In the second section, ‘The Circulation of Subjectivity in the Cloth Trade’, 
the focus shifts to international trade and its role in constituting national 
identity. The first part examines how promoters of American exploration 
and settlement, such as Hakluyt and Raleigh, fancifully presented it as a 
massive trade opportunity which would compensate for the Spanish disruption 
to England’s traditional export markets. Minor details, such as the natives’ 
interest in converting to woollen clothing or their capacity to purchase it, 
were glossed over. 

The central role of clothing in defining ethnic identity comes most strongly 
to the fore in the next chapter which confronts the treasonous nature of 
imported cloth. Ben Jonson was one of many writers who ridiculed their 
countrymen’s infatuation with foreign fashions. Mere imitation would not 
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in itself have been such a problem were it not for the added difficulty that 
these foreign garments were made of imported materials, expensive silks and 
velvets whose purchase indebted the nation and damaged domestic industry. 
Amid the satires and sermons denouncing foreign clothing and associating 
it with vice, idleness and sexually transmitted diseases, the most amusing is 
surely Robert Greene’s A Quip for an Upstart Courtier: or A quaint dispute 
between Velvet breeches and Clothbreeches which ends with the expulsion of 
Velvet Breeches from the land. The cover, depicting an elegant courtier and 
a simple worker, effectively alludes to the class dimension of this conflict.

The final section, ‘Staging the Cloth Crisis’, examines the cloth industry in 
city comedy and civic pageantry. Hentschell demonstrates that the profession 
of the crook and the nature of the swindle in Thomas Middleton’s Michaelmas 
Term reflected a widely held mistrust of drapers, their methods and the 
quality of the goods they sold. Hentschell concludes with Anthony Munday’s 
pageants of 1614 and 1615 for the Drapers’ Company celebrating the lord 
mayoral inauguration of two of their members. These clearly political events 
served both to criticize royal policies that had ruined the industry, and to 
exhort the merchants themselves to seek remedies by appealing to memories 
of former glory.

The common thread through all the texts is the antiquity of the English 
wool industry, and it is this emphasis on a venerable tradition, a golden age 
of prosperity and domestic virtue, which most clearly ties cloth to national 
identity. The centrality of cloth to the English economy is indisputable, but 
how far a concern for the economic health of the nation and a polemical 
engagement in contemporary socio-economic debates can be equated with 
such a nebulous concept as national identity is more debatable.

This is an intelligent and interesting book. The writing is engaging, there 
is an excellent bibliography, particularly valuable for its obscure primary 
sources, an adequate index and few proof-reading errors. The extensive use 
of discursive footnotes amounts to a parallel text but it is mercifully placed 
at the bottom of the page. The introduction provides an excessively detailed 
account of what is to come instead of giving a general context and the book 
suffers aesthetically from the lack of a conclusion. It ends abruptly with a 
scant paragraph of recapitulation where a few pages would have sufficed to 
draw together the various threads and complete the knot.

Lola Sharon Davidson
University of Technology Sydney
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Hermann, Pernille, Jens-Peter Schjødt, and Rasmus Tranem Kristensen, eds, 
Reflections on Old Norse Myths (Studies in Viking and Medieval Scandinavia 
1), Turnhout, Brepols, 2007; hardback; pp. xiv, 176; 3 b/w figures; R.R.P. 
€50.00; ISBN 9782503526140. 

This slim volume is the first in what promises to be an exciting, high-quality new 
series from Brepols publishers: Studies in Viking and Medieval Scandinavia. 
Reflections on Old Norse Myths stems from a symposium convened at the 
University of Aarhus in 2005, and comprises reworked versions of papers 
given there, together with supplementary articles by each of the three editors. 
As suggested by the title, the volume is broad in scope, and is consciously 
multi-disciplinary, aiming to gather together perspectives on Old Norse myths 
and mythology from various fields of study to allow an overview of current 
directions and developments in the area.

Jens-Peter Schjødt opens the volume with a critical, interdisciplinary 
review of recent research in the field (including pre-Christian Scandinavian 
religion in general), focussing on major (i.e. book-length) studies. Valuable 
in itself for those less familiar with the scholarship – indeed invaluable, as it 
includes a significant number of non-English-language publications and, like 
each of the subsequent essays, a sizeable current bibliography – the article 
also provides a useful orientation for the chapters to come, each of which 
takes a more specific focus.

Pernille Hermann revisits the staple Old Norse text Íslendingabók, drawing 
attention to its necessary subjectivity and showing, with reference to the 
Papar that the text claims to have been the first inhabitants of Iceland, 
how it conforms to patterns of medieval Christian thought on signs and 
their significance. John McKinnell considers the problem that, with a few 
exceptions, extant mythological writings were recorded in Christian contexts, 
and wonders why pre-Christian survivals were handled with more vigour, 
detail and literary sophistication in Iceland than in other Germanic contexts. 
Ultimately, he suggests, mythological poems afforded secular Icelanders the 
flexibility and freedom to ‘experiment with human problems’ (p. 50) in a 
way that Scripture could not.

Rory McTurk’s article posits the existence of a fertility goddess Loþkona, 
traditions about whom, he suggests, became intertwined with various historical 
figures and memories of whom may be preserved behind the protagonists 
of Ragnars saga loðbrókar, Ragnarr and his wife Áslaug. Applying Jan de 
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Vries’ model of the heroic biographical pattern, McTurk speculates that the 
saga may reflect female as well as male initiation practices, but cautions 
that influence from Greek romance may provide another explanation for the 
phenomena he observes. Stephen A. Mitchell discusses Nordic aphrodisiac 
and anaphrodisiac charm magic, and reconsiders Skírnismál in this context, 
highlighting the importance of speech acts and performance. 

Judy Quinn then looks at Snorri Sturluson’s use of the valkyrie motif in 
his Edda, particularly in Háttatal, where the valmeyjar (‘maidens of the slain’) 
‘gather in numbers’ (p. 97). Quinn’s close reading sheds light not only on 
this relatively neglected part of the Edda, but also on the martial culture of 
thirteenth-century Iceland, where it seems that despite the incompatibility with 
Christian theology of the notion of an afterlife in Valhöll, the poetic concept 
of the valkyrie had an important role in glorifying battle and promoting the 
comfort of death.

Next, Catharina Raudvere examines themes and motifs in Völsunga saga, 
arguing that the fornaldarsögur (‘sagas of ancient times’) need not be dismissed 
as sources for the study of the history of religions, since their exploration of 
ideological concepts and values can be analysed as an alternative mode of 
religious expression to literal statements of belief. 

This is followed by Jens Peter Schjødt’s second contribution to the 
volume, a reading of Ibn Fadlan’s account of a Rus funeral alongside 
what can be pieced together about pagan Scandinavian rites from Old 
Norse sources and Saxo’s story of Hadingus. Using Van Gennep’s (1909) 
model of rites of passage as a framework, Schjødt argues that structural 
and semantic parallels between the accounts demonstrate that the pagan 
rituals of the Rus and the Scandinavians were aligned, implying that Ibn 
Fadlan’s account should be taken seriously as a model for the reconstruction 
of pagan Nordic rites. 

Finally, Rasmus Tranum Kristensen’s essay is a structural analysis of kinship 
in Old Norse mythological texts dealing with the creation and ending of the 
world, which draws attention to the structural parallels between Óðinn and 
Fenrir and suggests that this makes them natural adversaries at Ragnarök. 
Tranum Kristensen proposes that the boundary-testing relationships in Norse 
myth explained and justified the rules of Icelandic kinship systems.

Each of the papers found here is thought-provoking in its own right, but 
the volume is particularly welcome as a collection which covers a range of 
methodological approaches and a diversity of primary sources, both drawing 
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to the fore little-studied material and bringing new insights to more familiar 
texts. It thus makes both a valuable introduction to work on Old Norse 
mythology for the relative newcomer, and a stimulating addition to the field 
for the more experienced.

Hannah Burrows
Department of English

University of Sydney

Hiatt, Alfred, Terra Incognita: Mapping the Antipodes before 1600, London, 
British Library Publishing, 2008; cloth, pp. xii, 298; 47 b/w illustrations, 8 
colour plates; ISBN 9780712349314.

In recent years there has been a burgeoning of publications focussed on 
medieval map-making. Books by Evelyn Edson, Catherine Delano-Smith 
and Roger J. P. Kain and Naomi Reed Klein, amongst others, have done 
much to open up this material to a broader range of readership, beyond those 
interested in the history of cartography. Art historians, literary scholars and 
those involved in the history of science have begun exploring this material 
in a more nuanced way. The British Library has published some of the most 
interesting of these texts, including both this work and Hiatt’s previous 
book, The Making of Medieval Forgeries, that included a discussion of John 
Hardyng’s maps of Scotland.

Medieval diagrammatic representations of the world, the mappae mundi, 
have been one important strand in recent research. Such maps are less a 
geographically precise measure of the world and more a symbolic one. In 
this book, Hiatt focuses less on these visual representations, although these 
continue to constitute a significant element in his discussion. Instead he 
examines these works within the wider context of scientific, philosophical 
and theological thought from the Classical to the Early Modern periods. 

Having first encountered the weirdly speculative maps of terra australis 
in primary school, it is fascinating to read Hiatt’s tracing of the idea of the 
antipodes from the classical period. As he points out, the concept of the 
‘antipodes’ is a product of classical Greek geometry. The term means literally 
‘with feet against’, referring to the people who live opposite to the known 
world. It was not originally limited to a north-south dichotomy, encompassing 
east-west as well. Given that maps were often ‘orientated’, with the east at 
the top, this is not so surprising. 
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The appearance of a southern land is first depicted visually in zonal maps. 
The division of the planet into five distinct zones, apparently invented by 
Parmenides in the fifth century BCE, can be found in works from both antiquity 
and the Middle Ages. These zones consisted of two frigid, uninhabitable zones 
at either end of the earth, around the poles, a central zone of intolerable heat 
and two temperate zones in either hemisphere. It is a conceptionalization 
anchored in both symmetry and logic. The fifth-century Martianus Capella 
proved through geometry that the world was a sphere with two hemispheres.

Christian responses to these scientific theories were mixed. Augustine 
was troubled by the idea that there might be people beyond the reach of 
Christianity, separated by an impenetrable zone of heat at the equator. While 
this was theologically challenging, he was prepared to conceive of these lands 
as being inhabitable. Tertullian and Origen were more accepting; the latter 
regarded the antipodes as a sign of both divine knowledge and human ignorance. 
Lactantius was at his most extreme in his rejection of classical science in 
general. He explains as he ridicules the Stoic process of ‘hypothesising false 
positions from false suppositions’.

In Chapters 5 and 6, Hiatt outlines the shifting attitudes to both the idea of 
the antipodes and of the physical makeup of the world. Although Christopher 
Columbus’ epic journey is included, his achievement is grounded within 
this wider context of discovery and debate. After all, in a world that knew 
the writings of Marco Polo and John Mandeville, the idea of searching for 
a world beyond the known seems less suicidal, even while being an act of 
remarkable boldness. 

Hiatt brings into his discussion such significant proto-scientists and 
theologians as William of Conches and Roger Bacon. Bacon argued for the 
importance of geography in theological terms, referencing both exegesis and 
conversion and the Antichrist. His scientific reasoning, in which he explores 
the physicality of the world, draws on Aristotle, the Old Testament and Church 
Fathers. Another strong element in Hiatt’s discussion is the political interests 
of both royal and ecclesiastical power.

Throughout the very different periods covered, the role of the antipodes 
as a site for critique of European values is also referenced, including the 
satirical writings of Lucian and Seneca as well as Thomas More’s Utopia. 
In the final section, however, we also enter the more familiar territory with 
the impact of exploration and cartographical science, of Mercator and the 
continuously changing shapes found on globes and splendid printed Dutch 
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maps. Yet, despite the growing knowledge gained through increasing contact 
with other lands, both in the New World and South-east Asia, speculative 
representation of the antipodes persisted.

This is a very useful compendium of ideas and information about historical 
geography and science. The scholarship is exemplary and the range of sources 
drawn on is masterful. This is a beautiful looking book, well illustrated with 
clear manuscript and printed images of early maps and diagrams. I know that 
this is one work I will be continually consulting. It is also one that I will be 
recommending to colleagues working on Australian and New Zealand history.

Judith Collard
Department of History and Art History

University of Otago

Howe, Elizabeth Teresa, Education and Women in the Early Modern Hispanic 
World (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), Aldershot, Ashgate, 
2008; hardback; pp. xvi, 240; 12 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN: 
9780754660330. 

In her preface to this well-researched study, Elizabeth Howe suggests that, 
though under-represented in the early modern Hispanic literary world, some 
women did ‘take up the pen’ and this fact raises questions about their 
education and their roles as advocates for the education of other women 
(pp. x-xi). 

The first chapter traces classical ideas which ‘came to fruition in the 
Renaissance’ (p. 1), along with biblical exempla, which Patristic writers like 
Saint Jerome appropriated, passing over female heroism and other so-called 
‘masculine’ or ‘Amazonian’ traits while praising the female ‘embrace of 
chastity’ (p. 7). Howe also addresses the Renaissance ‘querelle des femmes’, 
discussing Boccaccio and Jean de Meun, and their respondent, Christine de 
Pizan, who argued, in the Book of the City of Ladies (1404), that women’s 
‘natural curiosity’ equips them for intellectual pursuits (p. 15). 

Indeed, Howe shows that intellectual women routinely hijacked patriarchal 
arguments about gender difference. Thus, Sor Juana de Cartagena argued that, 
just as it is ‘easier to accept eloquence in a woman than physical strength … 
it is easier for a woman to wield a pen than the sword’ (p. 27). Likewise, 
when female dramatist Maria de Zayas (1590-1661/9) revisited ‘the question 
of educating women’, she maintained ‘women’s aptitude for letters’ (p. 145).
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Chapter 2 examines Isabel of Castile’s educational initiatives, from 
efforts to ‘remedy the deficiencies of her own early education’ (p. 42) to 
her commissioning of dictionaries and grammars for the ‘ladies of her 
court’ (p. 43). Howe also notes Isabel’s exemplary role, ‘influenc[ing] other 
women to undertake study’ (p. 44), all the more significant in the context 
of recommendations by humanists (discussed in Chapter 4), that even the 
daughters of royalty should do domestic chores (p. 104). Nevertheless, 
Isabel’s image was open to patriarchal re-inscription, transformed in a eulogy 
given by the royal confessor, from powerful queen into a ‘faithful wife and 
mother’ (pp. 39-40). 

Chapter 3 explores Saint Teresa’s overcoming of the obstacles of her 
mercantile background and Jewish origins – as well as a ‘middling level of 
education’, which, Howe argues, makes Saint Teresa ‘an example of the nature 
and extent of it’ in the period (p. 62). Yet, Teresa skilfully deployed a rhetoric 
of female subordination, ‘bow[ing] to the authority of male confessors and 
letrados’ to attain her ends (p. 68). Beyond gender, this rhetoric of intellectual 
modesty was a shrewd move by a monastic reformer who wanted to avoid 
accusations of Protestantism (p. 71). It is also ironic that literacy was a 
rarely-waived requirement for entry into the discalced Carmelite order, in 
which solitary reading and meditation were an integral component of daily 
life (p. 74). 

Chapter 4 considers the inclusion of pens and books in religious 
iconography before broaching the broader issues announced in the title: 
‘Home [and] School[ing] for Girls in Spain and New Spain’. Firstly, 
Howe discusses representations of the Virgin Mary and of Saint Anne in 
educational roles; for instance, Mary was portrayed ‘with the Christ Child 
and an open book or with pen and ink’, whereby ‘the role of mother as 
teacher is underscored’ (p. 94). 

Also discussed in Chapter 4, however, is the canon of humanist treatises, 
represented by the work of Juan Luis Vives (1492-1540). Vives argued that 
Woman’s capacity to attain virtue is severely limited due to her natural 
‘ignorance’, which ‘precludes her from reading edifying works such as the 
Fathers of the Church’ (p. 101). Moreover, Howe observes that, unlike the 
writings of elite female intellectuals, works by male humanists – such as 
Vives’ Instrucción de la mujer cristiana (1528), reprinted seven times in the 
sixteenth century – were widely read, arguably indicating their influence upon 
the education of girls (p. 99). 
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Chapter 5 explores commentaries on women’s education. For example, 
Doña Oliva de Sabuca de Nantes defended her decision ‘to write in the 
vernacular’ and ‘decrie[d]’ the pretentious – and exclusionary – ‘use of 
Latin over the vernacular by contemporaries’ (p. 135). Howe also discusses 
female dramatists, Maria de Zayas, and Ana Caro, and concludes that their 
participation in a male-dominated arena was more significant than their plays, 
for the unruly femininity in their plays ultimately only ‘affirm[s]’ conventions 
‘with a feminine twist’ (p. 155).

Howe’s final chapter is devoted to Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (1648-95), 
whose career illustrates the patriarchal containment of female exemplarity 
through the praise of ‘uniqueness’  (p. 158). As a nun, of illegitimate birth, 
and also marginalized by her birth in colonial Mexico – though white and 
relatively wealthy – Sor Juana found some independence in the clergy; but, 
even in the Hieronymite order – allowed to pursue her scholarly interests and 
to maintain an intellectual circle (pp. 163-4) – she would be ‘caught up in the 
maelstrom of secular and religious currents within her society’ (p. 159). Her 
work included secular plays, scriptural criticism and the defences of women’s 
right to education, which attracted perhaps the harshest censure. The unauthorized 
publication of an epistolary debate about women’s intellectuality and further 
controversy following her defence, the Respuesta a Sor Filotea (1690), led to 
her retirement from scholarly and literary pursuits for her remaining years (p. 
183). Sor Juana associated herself with learned women of the past, particularly 
with ‘monastic women’. Stressing their ‘exemplarity’, she implicitly defined 
herself as ‘a worthy model to be imitated by other women’ (p. 178). 

Sor Juana’s withdrawal from the public and intellectual spheres, and her 
celebration in the posthumous editions of her works, sums up the central 
argument of Howe’s study. Devoting herself ‘to nursing her fellow nuns’, until 
her own death during an epidemic (p. 183), Sor Juana ironically conformed 
to the norms of domesticity which she had formerly breached, while her 
posthumous lionising as a literary ‘phoenix’ served to marginalize and limit 
her ‘exemplarity’ (pp. 184-5). 

I recommend this study for its well-researched insight into what, until 
recently, was a largely unexplored area of study: the intellectual lives of 
Early Modern women in the Spanish-speaking world. 

Ivan Cañadas
Department of English

Hallym University
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Jamroziak, Emilia and Janet Burton, eds, Religious and Laity in Western 
Europe 1000-1400: Interaction, Negotiation, and Power (Europa Sacra 2), 
Turnhout, Brepols, 2006; hardback; pp. xiv, 399; 2 b/w illustrations, 9 b/w 
figures; R.R.P. €75.00; ISBN 9782503520674.

Arising from a 2003 conference on the religious and the laity held at the 
University of Leicester, this collection includes nineteen interesting, solidly 
researched, and useful essays. Consistent attention to religious and lay 
interactions provides a thematic unity to the collection, which thus avoids  
the random nature that occasionally characterizes some essay collections.

The book has three sections. The first, on patrons and benefactors, 
features nine essays on patronage of religious institutions. Marjorie Chibnall 
demonstrates the political function of patronage, as the Plantagenet Henry II 
patronized monasteries which were on political borders, such as those of the 
Fontevraudine and Grandmontine orders. Belle Stoddard Tuten wonders how 
the establishment of Fontevraud affected patronage patterns; she finds that 
upwardly-mobile families favoured this new house but that well-established 
families were more likely to continue their old patronage patterns.

Janet Burton also examines the politics of patronage, looking at Roger 
de Mowbray’s patronage of monasteries in twelfth-century England. Emilia 
Jamroziak’s study of Rievaulx abbey demonstrates that, in the absence of 
a patron, Rievaulx’s monks had to create bonds through other means, such 
as via lay burials, confraternity admissions, and commemoration practices. 
Linda Rasmussen compares monastic benefactors in England and Denmark. 
Among her findings, she identifies more royal benefactors in Denmark, and 
points out that in both countries some benefactions came from lower down 
the social scale than hitherto thought. 

Kim Esmark’s study blends the large scholarly area of family and kinship 
studies with the topic of monastic patronage. We learn that patronage of the 
Danish Cistercian abbey of Sorø helped create an identity for the otherwise 
disparate kin-group of the Hvide ‘family’. Hence, patronage does not just 
reflect group consciousness but it also constitutes such consciousness and so 
is a fruitful source for our study of medieval group identities. 

Moving away from monasteries, Sheila Sweetinburgh’s essay examines 
two southern English hospitals to find, via the study of gifts, that the hospital 
at Orspringe was embraced by its local community whereas St Mary’s at 
Dover was not. Karen Stöber, author of a recent monograph on the role of 
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the laity as founders and hereditary patrons in English and Welsh monasteries, 
continues this theme in her chapter, with a focus on the changing meaning of 
patronage to lay families over time, and using examples from the de Clare 
family. To complete this section, Hans-Joachim Schmidt analyses the close 
relationship between the Luxemburg dynasty and the mendicants, especially 
the political role played by the Dominicans.

Section two, on ‘lay and religious: negotiation, influence, and utility’ 
has links with the first section, but emphasizes relationships between lay 
and religious that were exhibited in areas other than patronage. Stephen D. 
White’s essay fits into the large historiography on the feudal mutation of the 
year 1000 and the scope, functions, and meanings of violence at this time. 
Using miraculous/hagiographic material concerning Sainte Foy at Conques, 
White suggests that it is not a question of either violence or peace, nor is it a 
question of either physical violence or oral resolution. Rather, the relationships 
between and among individuals and institutions around the turn of the first 
millennium were much more complex and subtle. 

Next, Marsha L. Dutton examines the Genealogia regum Anglorum, written 
by abbot Aelred of Rievaulx. She shows that Aelred presented St Dunstan 
as a model of how church and king should cooperate, a topic of genuine 
relevance in mid-twelfth-century England. Anne E. Lester examines religious 
women in northern France, specifically the links between women caring for 
lepers and women joining and establishing Cistercian nunneries. She finds that 
Cistercian convents often started out as leper houses. This emphasis on the 
apostolic and active nature of Cistercian nuns’ early history is an important 
addition to scholarship. In the next essay, William Chester Jordan studies 
documents composed in order to facilitate Louis IX’s canonization, and in 
so doing finds interesting evidence of ideal lay/monastic relations. 

Erin Jordan examines the religious patronage of Jeanne, countess of Flanders 
and Hainaut in the thirteenth century. Differences in Jeanne’s patronage of 
Cistercian, Franciscan, and Dominican houses suggest that ideas about the 
correct balance between patronage of monasteries and the monastic ideal of 
poverty were undergoing change and redirection at the time. 

Finally, Constance H. Berman examines the meaning of the Latin term 
conversus/conversa in southern France. She identifies changing meanings over 
time. Before the 1160s or 1170s, the distinction between monks (or nuns) and 
conversi (or conversae) had not yet become established; at this early stage a 
conversus was simply someone who had converted as an adult, and it would 
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not be until later that conversus took on its meaning of the peasant laybrother 
who possessed, in practice, second-class status within the monastery.

The final section focuses on confraternities and urban communities. Arnoud-
Jan A. Bijsterveld provides not only a thorough study of monastic and lay 
confraternities in the Southern Low Countries but also a useful overview of 
past scholarship on the area. His case studies confirm previous scholarship 
that sees lay confraternities developing out of the earlier (Benedictine-inspired) 
monastic confraternities. 

James G. Clark examines the curiously under-studied Liber benefactorum 
from St Albans Abbey, with attention to its listing of the confraternity of St 
Albans. Over 300 names are included, covering entrance to confraternity 
over a period of about five centuries. Sometimes portraits of the confrères 
were included, sometimes individual monks from other houses were admitted 
to confraternity, sometimes domestic servants of the abbey were admitted – 
all of this provides valuable evidence for the varieties of relationship that 
confraternity could both reflect and enable. 

Next Jens Röhrkasten provides a broad study of the English mendicants, 
especially their links or otherwise to the towns. Bram van den Hoven van 
Genderen and Paul Trio conclude the book with a helpful survey of scholarship 
on confraternities in the Low Countries from the thirteenth to sixteenth 
centuries. With most of the scholarship written in Dutch, and many important 
studies lying in unpublished theses in continental European universities, this 
is a very helpful guide for the English-language scholar.

To conclude, this collection is a credit to all involved in its production. 
The 2003 conference was clearly the occasion for excellent scholars to gather 
together, and the resulting collection is a fine example of essays which are 
strong in their own right and also united by a general attention to an overall 
theme, in this case the many forms and functions of the relationship between 
religious and laity in the high Middle Ages.

Elizabeth Freeman
School of History and Classics

University of Tasmania
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Klausner, David N. and Karen Sawyer Marselek, eds., ‘Bring furth the pagants’: 
Essays in Early English Drama Presented to Alexandra F. Johnston (Studies 
in Early English Drama 9), Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2007; 
hardback; pp. 355; R.R.P. US$60.00; ISBN 9780802091079.

This Festschrift builds on research findings generated since the early 1970s 
by the distinguished team of mainly Canadian and British scholars who have 
produced the Records of Early English Drama (REED) Series. A history of 
REED can be gleaned from the tributes and wider recollections contained in 
the essays, and from David Klausner’s biography of Professor Sandy Johnston 
who, with University of Sydney lecturer Dr Margaret Rogerson, co-edited 
the first REED volume in 1979. The collection casts light on medieval and 
Renaissance cultural history, and specifically on the evolution in England of 
drama and other performance arts. In a manner helpful to both beginners 
and experts, the essays uncover the line that currently divides answered 
from unanswered questions. I found the book to be, like its subject matter, 
hugely entertaining.

The first and longest section, ‘The Records’, maintains the regional bases 
of REED research. Meg Twycross and Peter Meredith analyse data selected 
from the large civic archive of fifteenth- and sixteenth-century York. Barbara 
D. Palmer traces cross-country and local travels of jugglers, conjurors, fiddlers 
and players. Sally-Beth Maclean elucidates performance venues and patronage 
by prominent families and town authorities in southwest England, and Alan 
Somerset extends the study of patrons to other shires and to Coventry and 
London by reference to the REED Patrons and Performances Website (http://
link.library.utoronto.ca/reed). Caroline M. Barron describes production methods 
in fifteenth-century London Bridge pageants. Finally, Rogerson shifts the focus 
to modern records, in order to show how revivals of the York mystery plays 
since 1951, with associated poems, fiction and drama, have shaped popular 
perceptions of the genre. 

Much of Part One is taken up with a detailed recounting of facts, some 
of which are intrinsically engaging. Examples are Meredith’s narrative of a 
young man’s late-night drinking escapade, painfully punished under statutes that 
reinforced loyalty to Queen Mary (pp. 41-2, 45-6); and Barron’s descriptions 
of pageant constructions: ‘Certainly on almost every occasion there was a 
giant standing on top of the Stonegate. In 1415, he was particularly large, 
and held a great axe in one hand’ (p. 95). 
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Other material assembled from the records is less striking, and resists 
the writers’ efforts to ascertain the deeper attitudes of the people involved. 
However, the cumulative effect is to vivify the authentic conditions under 
which the performing arts flourished. The contributors are careful not to press 
arguments beyond their evidential base. Their inconclusiveness nevertheless 
has the advantage of maintaining excitement about discoveries still to come, 
and some essays do report significant findings. An example is Twycross’ 
revised attribution of the main hands in the York Ordo Paginarum, which is 
‘arguably the most important surviving document in the history of medieval 
theatre, other than the scripts themselves’ (p. 105).

In Part Two, ‘Medieval Plays’, Klausner’s analysis of ‘modular’ structure in 
the moral entertainment, Wisdom, and Chester Scoville’s partial rehabilitation 
of The Conversion of Saint Paul position their arguments in relation both 
to recent studies and to records of the time. David Mills’ discussion of 
theology in the Chester plays, and K. Janet Rich’s examination of presenters 
(i.e.  prologues, preachers and expositors), likewise draw on contemporary 
records, specifically the revisions to the Biblical drama texts undertaken by 
Protestant reformers. In a study likely to be a turning point in the field, Rich 
derives additional insights from detailed comparisons with presenters in French 
Biblical plays. In opposition to the Brechtian alienation theory dominant in 
earlier commentary, she concludes that presenters furthered the wider purpose 
of medieval dramaturgy, which was to foster community.

Essays in Part Three, by co-editor Karen Sawyer Marsalek and by David 
Bevington of the University of Chicago, base elucidations of well-known 
Renaissance plays on medieval Biblical drama. Marsalek applies the theology, 
characterization and dramatic techniques of Resurrection plays to the staged 
revival of Hermione’s statue in The Winter’s Tale. Bevington contrasts hell 
in the Towneley Harrowing of Hell and Last Judgment with the non-literal, 
Calvinist hell of the Dr Faustus A-Text, and goes on to demonstrate the 
B-Text’s reversion to a theatrical physical hell.

Bevington has actively studied and edited early English drama since the 
1960s. In forming the finale to this state-of-the-art collection, his essay, ‘One 
Hell of an Ending’, validates the traditional research practices that scholars 
associated with REED have maintained for half a century. Undeterred by the 
‘80s theory tsunami, they have persisted in bringing to light and assessing 
documentary evidence that has transformed the field. For example, they have 
shown that single productions of Biblical plays were more common than 
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performances of cycles; they have corrected the entrenched identification of the 
Towneley Marian compilation with a ‘Wakefield cycle’; they have downgraded 
the significance of drama for Corpus Christi Day; and they have dismissed 
inn yards as venues for performing plays. Readers concerned with cultural 
history can no doubt look forward to further seismic shifts in understanding, 
as analysis of the records continues to unfold.

Cheryl Taylor
Department of Humanities

James Cook University 

Krafl, Pavel, ed., Sacri canones servandi sunt: Ius canonicum et status ecclesiae 
saeculis XIII-XV (Opera Instituti historici Pragae, Series C, Miscellanea 19), 
Prague, Historický Ústav CR, 2008; pp. xl, 686; R.R.P. unknown; ISBN 
9788072861217.

The power to punish with imprisonment or worse is an accepted element of 
legal command. The idea that people live under a single national legal code 
enforced by the government of the particular state that alone has authority 
in its territory to fine or imprison, goes almost unquestioned in Western 
society today. A little thought may suggest that the military have legal codes, 
powers and enforcement rights that differ from ordinary civilian laws but the 
assumption is that they are ultimately also under government authority. While 
churches may still today hold courts, hear and settle cases with ecclesiastical 
punishments such as excommunication, they have no effective ability to 
compel obedience. 

This is a major difference from the situation in the Middle Ages and Early 
Modern period when there were ecclesiastical prisons and other means of 
enforcing Church law on individuals. The common Christian life and creed 
that resulted, stressed by the clergy, who used pastoral penitentials, shaped 
social life at the time.

Communist governments in central Europe discouraged the study of 
this ecclesiastical authority but recent changes have opened the way for a 
reconsideration of the role of Canon law in Czech, Hungary, Poland and 
Slovakia. Krafl in his foreword uses the phrase ‘emancipation as an independent 
academic discipline’ for the position of the recent scholars who have studied 
the relationship of these countries with Rome, and the means whereby general 
Canon law was brought to them. 
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The division of authority between the secular power, the moral authority 
of the church and the influence of one on the other varied from country 
to country and historians need to know more about its structure in central 
Europe. The extent to which the size of the bishoprics, the power of the 
metropolitan and the influence of patrons affected the enforcement of the 
law is important. Historians also need to appreciate how papal authority was 
maintained despite local Canon law courts by the use of such Roman offices 
as the Apostolic Penitentiary that could grant particular graces such as an 
overriding power of absolution or dispensation, as Kirsi Salonen shows in a 
study of void monastic professions.

Peter Wiegard uses the particular conflict in Meissen where the authority of 
the metropolitan archbishop of Magdeburg was deployed to remove Meissen 
from the authority the pope had granted, as legatus natus to the archbishop 
of Prague, to show this had a significant influence on the law promulgated by 
the local synod. As several of the chapters make clear, within the overarching 
Canon law laid down by the major Church Councils, there were local laws, 
specific to the diocese, and laws specific to various religious orders. Another 
distinctive aspect of church culture in some countries like Georgia is the local 
influence of the Byzantine church’s different Canon law. 

This substantial collections of essays covers a wide range of subjects 
related to the law. These include the basic issue of ecclesiastical law in the 
different kingdoms, the mutual interaction of ecclesiastical and secular law, 
ecclesiastical legislation and the role of bishops and Episcopal synods, the 
judicial structure inside the church, the influence of the papacy, the position 
of the monasteries and the secular clergy and particular aspects of canon 
law such as matrimonial rules. Mary E. Sommar’s chapter on Innocent III’s 
doctrine of spiritual marriage shows how such ideas were manipulated by 
Canon lawyers to underpin papal authority. 

The education of hundreds of clergy in Universities such as Bologna 
and Paris adds to our understanding of the way concepts that held Western 
Europe together were disseminated, and underlines the contribution such 
clergy were eventually to make to doctrines like the law of nations as well 
as to important later Councils like that of Constance (1414-18). There, 
Charles J. Reid Jr shows, Paulus Vladimiri made a major restatement 
of natural rights, which developed an argument on the nature of human 
freedom that was to have considerable influence on the later development 
of Western political ideas.
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Tuomas Heikkila illustrates through the life of Johannes Hundebeke, 
how the brightest of the local canonists were intimately tied into the Roman 
network by being appointed to important curial positions, such as Auditor of 
the Rota, before returning to an Episcopal position. 

A number of contributions examine the role of ecclesiastical law in 
the local society and its culture through a detailed study of local synodal 
decrees. Others look at the relationship of such law to theology and to church 
practice in the areas of liturgy and the sacraments. With the coming of Hus 
and his continuing following, many aspects of a continuing development 
and modification of Canon law were brought under stress, as is shown in 
several chapters.

There are one or two important essays on areas outside the main focus, such 
as Frederik Pedersen’s analysis of the political imperatives that underlay the 
conversion of Southern Scandinavia, that offers some fascinating insights into 
the movement of missionaries from England and elsewhere. Sverrir Jakobsson’s 
piece on the Peace of God in Iceland in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
shows how the church might become involved in the secular imposition of 
government in order to ensure its independence and the peace of the country.

From the point of view of those familiar only with English and the 
romance languages some of this is disappointingly inaccessible. Translation 
is a difficult and delicate art but one must hope that more can be done in the 
future to enable the sharing of this important knowledge and understanding of 
developments in a critical border area of medieval Europe. Indeed, an integrated 
study of Canon law throughout Europe in the period is much to be desired.

Sybil M. Jack
Sydney, N.S.W.

McAvoy, Liz Herbert, ed., Rhetoric of the Anchorhold: Space, Place and Body 
within the Discourses of Enclosure (Religion and Culture in the Middle 
Ages), Cardiff, University of Wales Press, 2008; cloth; pp. xvi, 239; 2 b/w 
illustrations; R.R.P. £75.00; ISBN 9780708321300.

In recent years, the University of Wales has published excellent work in its 
Religion and Culture in the Middle Ages series. This volume is no exception. 
Arising from the Rhetoric and the Anchorhold conference held at Gregynog, 
Powys in 2005, it features twelve essays and an introduction. Pleasingly, the 
essays all illuminate the volume’s overall theme, namely, the ways in which 
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the rhetoric of anchoritism did or did not reflect anchoritic life and, further, 
the ways in which anchoritic rhetoric travelled to and from the anchorhold 
and the wider world.

The first section is ‘Public Performance: Rhetoric and Place’. Allison Clark 
analyses administrative documents produced by the Sienese commune in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. In recording the commune’s almsgiving 
to hermits, the records provide useful information on the names and sexes of 
hermits and also where in Siena the hermits lived. As time passed, it seems 
that hermits were more inclined to live in groups rather than individually, 
although there remains the possibility that the rhetoric of the record-keeper 
was at work here, creating groups on the page which did not exist in reality. 

Next, E. A. Jones provides an excellent and much-needed analysis of the 
rite of anchoritic enclosure in medieval England. Jones examines the extent 
to which the rite’s focus on death and enclosure was reflected in anchoritic 
daily life, with the conclusion that the evidence is mixed. 

Bella Millett wonders who the audiences of the Ancrene Wisse were, 
given that some sections of text in the early manuscripts refer to general 
lay audiences while other sections refer specifically to anchoresses. But 
the references to the general laity may have been rhetorical devices aimed 
at flattering the anchoresses, which prompts Millett’s conclusion that the 
immediate audiences were anchoritic. 

Cate Gunn also analyses the rhetorical elements of Ancrene Wisse, in this 
case finding similarities between the text and thirteenth-century sermons. This 
leads her to suggest that the differences between so-called pastoral spirituality 
and so-called contemplative spirituality may have been overstated.

In section two, the focus is on ‘Private Performance: Rhetoric and Space’. 
Deviating from recent scholarship, Anna McHugh argues that it is time to 
pay less attention to Ancrene Wisse’s focus on the body and more attention 
to its focus on the soul. Images of enclosure in Ancrene Wisse actually refer 
to the soul. This is a liberating enclosure because, following the logic of 
the store-house of memory, enclosure both stores and makes retrievable the 
images of God, hence facilitating the dialogue with God that anchorites seek. 

Michelle M. Sauer examines Middle English anchoritic texts and the 
physical remains of English anchorholds to argue that privacy (pure physical 
isolation) was discouraged but that solitude (with its links to exile, and its 
capacity to exist even in the presence of others) was encouraged within the 
medieval English anchoritic tradition. Privacy was passive and could lead to 



Reviews	 251

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

acedia and temptation, whereas solitude was an active process of construction 
and something that the athletes for Christ of old would well have understood. 

Liz Herbert McAvoy examines three lesser-known texts about medieval 
English anchorites, and notes that female anchorites were riskier for 
ecclesiastical authorities than were male anchorites. Authorities were not 
particularly interested in regulating the physical space of male anchorites, and 
the fourteenth-century Speculum Inclusorum assumed the best with respect 
to its male audience, but on the other hand our textual records of female 
anchorites show a cultural need to enclose women physically. 

Next, Laura Saetveit Miles finds differences between Julian of Norwich and 
Bridget of Sweden. Julian’s rhetoric of space held enclosure to be protective 
rather than restrictive; enclosure meant enclosure of all souls within an 
infinite God. But in Bridget’s revelations the enclosed space was not shared 
with wider Christianity, no doubt because Bridget did not enjoy the real-life 
security of the anchorhold that Julian enjoyed. 

Also studying Julian of Norwich, Fumiko Yoshikawa shows the power of 
linguistic analysis for our understanding of medieval spirituality. At a period 
when English was moving away from the use of the impersonal ‘to think’, 
Julian nonetheless used this construction. Yoshikawa finds that Julian wrote 
‘me thought’ when she was interpreting a showing, and that she usually teamed 
this construction with a reference to a specific time. Yoshikawa concludes 
that Julian wanted to understand her revelations, but that she was conscious 
of the time-specific and provisional nature of her interpretations, something 
which might have implications for other mystical authors.

The third section is ‘Bodily Performances: Rhetoric and Corporeality’. Anne 
Savage’s discussion of feminine spirituality and the body provides examples 
from a very wide selection of texts, from the late antique period onwards. 
Robin Gilbank demonstrates that we can understand Aelred of Rievaulx’s 
anchoritic text, De Institutione Inclusarum, more thoroughly once we appreciate 
Aelred’s focus on Christ’s incarnation. Aelred’s earlier writings (e.g. De Iesu 
Puero Duodenni) placed Jesus’ life at the centre of one’s devotional activity 
and Aelred counselled the same thing in his anchoritic text. 

Finally, Karl-Heinz Steinmetz examines the latro (thief, criminal) figure in 
eremitical tradition. An ambiguous figure, the latro crossed boundaries, just 
as monks, hermits and anchorites would do. It is argued that understanding 
the various meanings, good and bad, of the early Christian latrones helps us 
understand the later anchoritic texts and their rhetoric.
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Prompted in large part by the Gregynog conferences and University of 
Wales’ publications such as this one, the study of medieval anchoritism has 
recently gained a new lease of life and a much more critical focus on the 
relationships between textual theory and lived practice. Long may this continue.

Elizabeth Freeman
School of History and Classics

University of Tasmania

McDiarmid, John F., ed., The Monarchical Republic of Early Modern England: 
Essays in Response to Patrick Collinson (St Andrews Studies in Reformation 
History), Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007; hardcover; pp. xi, 308; R.R.P. £60.00; 
ISBN 9780754654346.

This collection of thirteen essays responds in different ways to an article 
published by Patrick Collinson in 1987, ‘The Monarchical Republic of 
Elizabethan England’. As Collinson made clear in his original article, the term 
‘republic’ and its connotations in meaning needed a precisely contextualised 
definition. Sir Thomas Smith’s De Republica Anglorum, an Elizabethan text on 
English polity which Collinson interpreted, referred more to a commonwealth 
than to a republic in its modern meaning. Collinson’s article applied Smith’s 
theories to various organs of Elizabethan government, such as the Privy Council, 
and to various legislative expressions, including the Bond of Association. 

Collinson identified in the machinery and priorities of Elizabethan 
government certain quasi-republican practices, including a sense that 
Elizabethan politicians, including Sir William Cecil, thought themselves 
capable of some governmental action independent of royal will. Also 
examining legislation from 1585 that was intended to ensure Protestant 
continuity in government should the Virgin Queen die, Collinson discerned 
political apparatus capable of ruling England (albeit temporarily) without 
a monarch. 

The authors of the present collection clearly acknowledge this intellectual 
debt to Collinson. Indeed while articles within the collection may disagree 
with each other, they rarely disagree with Collinson. While Collinson’s article 
took issue with the constitutional theories of Maurice Powicke, the current 
authors augment but largely follow what Collinson has already laid down. 
There are also at times strong Eltonian resonances, especially in Stephen 
Alford’s chapter ‘The Political Creed of William Cecil’.
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While indebted to a singular source, this is a diverse collection of essays 
based on a number of themes, including ideology, politics and social and 
cultural lives in early modern England (p. 9). Perhaps the greatest strength 
of the collection is the vitality of arguments which occur between the articles 
and the capacity for different works in the one collection to be enriched by 
divergent points of view. In particular, chapters by Markku Peltonen, Andrew 
Hadfield and Richard Cust offer strongly divergent readings of Elizabethan 
polity to Peter Lake’s work in the same collection. 

Although a Collinsonian consensus is largely followed, the authors reveal 
themselves to be in disagreement with each other on certain key topics. While 
the collection overall pursues and interprets manifestations of quasi-republican 
principles of rule before, during and after Elizabeth’s rule, some authors also 
argue for the limits of republican ideas. Johann Sommerville and Lake in 
particular identify a ‘tinge’ of absolutism in Elizabethan government by the 
1580s and Anne McLaren also adduces evidence for defences of absolutist 
rather than republican rule in early modern political theory (p. 13). Scholars 
within this collection also draw different conclusions as to the origins of 
the quasi-republican ideas originally charted by Collinson, attributing them 
variously to either Roman virtues (and therefore civic humanism) or to the 
heritage of English common law. 

Despite these divergences, particular articles announce and develop themes 
which characterise the collection in general. Dale Hoak’s chapter pursues quasi-
republican ideas back to the Edwardian period and to the Duke of Somerset’s 
regency council. He also examines Sir Thomas Smith in his Edwardian 
context (p. 52), reconstructing the origin of Smith’s belief in the sovereignty 
of parliament whose full maturity Collinson discussed in his 1987 article. 
Alford’s chapter likewise traces republican ideas in English constitutional 
theory back to the Edwardian period (p. 89) and John McDiarmid’s own 
contribution again takes Collinson’s theories of an Elizabethan republic to 
a point of origin further back in the Tudor period and to Humanist circles 
at Cambridge University in the 1530s (p. 55). In examining these points 
of origin, these chapters also contribute to a general understanding of the 
reformist origins of royal republicanism, the importance of Parliament in 
enacting Edwardian religious reforms and the Protestant underpinnings of 
Humanism being addressed across several chapters.

Alford’s chapter in particular straddles issues at the heart not only of 
this collection but of Collinson’s paper. He reconstructs the ‘paradox’ of 
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William Cecil as a royal servant but also as the promoter of legislation which 
theoretically allowed for conciliar rule without a monarch at the head of council 
(p. 75). His idea of paradox resonates strongly with Collinson’s argument 
for the very notion of a royal republic being paradoxical yet also possible. 

While much of this collection deals with political theory and therefore 
with the realm of the elite, regional manifestations of republicanism are also 
addressed. Ethan Shagan’s chapter argues that there were two republics in 
early modern England, one concerning central government and the other being 
participatory local government (p. 35). His arguments again follow Collinson’s 
lead, especially the latter’s analysis of the Swallowfield case of 1596, a case 
of apparent republicanism emanating from regional England.

More than anything, this collection of essays, by mostly North American 
scholars, is a tribute to the richness and originality of Collinson’s original 
essay, in that so much further analysis and interpretative argument can be 
extrapolated from it, including the study of humanism and philology. The 
substance of their arguments resided in Elizabethan London, regional England, 
in the reigns before and after Elizabeth’s and even in the early colonies in 
North America.  

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

The University of Queensland

McHugh, Tim, Hospital Politics in Seventeenth-Century France: The Crown, 
Urban Elites and the Poor (The History of Medicine in Context), Aldershot, 
Ashgate, 2007; hardback; pp. 191; frontispiece; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 
9780754657620.

Tim McHugh’s aim in this book is ‘to reassess the relationship between 
the central government and the local elites responsible for the deliverance 
of assistance to both the sick and able-bodied poor’. Using ‘under-utilised 
or ignored’ hospital records for Paris, Montpellier and Nîmes, the cities 
at the centre of this study. McHugh’s study innovatively and successfully 
demonstrates the central place the local elite had in the management and 
development of hospitals in Early Modern France. Most significantly, it 
also establishes why more in-depth research of the hospital archives must 
be undertaken in order to broaden our understanding of the history of the 
early modern hospital. 
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In Chapters 1 and 2, McHugh provides a fresh discussion of the 
contemporary attitudes toward charity and poverty, how they shaped poor 
relief and led to enfermement (enclosure) of the poor in the seventeenth 
century. By this time, though the act of charitable giving had retained its 
traditional quality of redemption for the elite, poverty had come to be viewed 
as a fault of the poor themselves, attributable to their lack of morality and 
unwillingness to work. Traditionally, French poor relief and hospitals were 
managed at the local level, the crown’s involvement taking the form of a 
largely absent overseer. As McHugh demonstrates, however, the crown made 
occasional attempts to prevent the reform or establishment of new hospitals 
when such plans conflicted with royal interests. With the Edict of Nantes (1598) 
effectively ending the Wars of Religion, Catholic reformist groups, such as the 
Compagnie du Saint-Sacrement, and local elites believed enfermement to be 
the solution to the social, moral and religious problems assailing the kingdom. 

Chapters 3 and 4 focus on the Hôtel-Dieu and Hôpital Général of Paris, 
with McHugh originally locating his discussion within the context of the 
hospitals’ own records, sources greatly under-utilized in earlier studies of 
hospital reform and management. This is particularly so in the case of the Paris 
Hôtel-Dieu which was the largest hospital of its kind in France and viewed 
as the model institution for the rest of the country. What makes McHugh’s 
chapter ‘The Reform of the Paris Hôtel-Dieu’ so welcome is that despite the 
hospital’s importance, it has not recently had the lead role in a historical study 
(its last starring roles being in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries), 
nor have its extant records been the focus of an in-depth analysis. 

In this study, McHugh has blown the dust off the records and successfully 
utilized them in order to demonstrate the dominant role the elite had in the 
governance and reform of the Paris Hôtel-Dieu in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
centuries. It was they, not the crown, who kept strict watch over medical 
appointments and practices within the hospital, dismissing anyone whose 
actions compromised the care of the poor and undermined the reputation of the 
hospital and its governors. Using the same approach with the Hôpital Général 
sources, McHugh again demonstrates that it was the elite who succeeded in 
creating ‘the most important social welfare institution in the kingdom’, despite 
Louis XIV’s claims to the contrary.

Chapters 5 and 6 examine the cases of Catholic Montpellier and Protestant 
Nîmes in the seventeenth century. One important fact that emerges from these 
chapters is that crown edicts concerning hospitals and poor relief reform were 
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not always followed outside of Paris, regardless of whether under Protestant 
or Catholic rule. It is the similarity of their paths toward hospital reform 
that makes these case studies so interesting. The elite of both cities ignored 
crown edicts they judged to be irrelevant to their individual religious and 
economic circumstances. In direct contravention of the Edict of Nantes 
(1598), the Montpellier hospital authorities denied Protestant inmates the 
ministrations of their own priests and actively sought to convert them, a 
practice the crown made no endeavours toward correcting. Nimois Protestants 
established their own hospital in 1653 for these very same reasons; the 
Catholic monopoly of the Hôtel-Dieu had led to conversion attempts on 
Protestant inmates. The elite of the Montpellier and Nîmes hôpitaux généraux 
ignored the crown dictates regarding hospital operations and opted for 
the less costly practice of assistance to the poor within their own homes, 
despite the crown’s wish to hide away the morally-corrupt and unruly poor 
in institutions of confinement.

McHugh’s book is a refreshing and informative contribution to the growing 
annals on hospital and poor relief reform in the Early Modern period. 

Lisa Keane Elliott
School of Humanities (History)

The University of Western Australia

Mulder-Bakker, Anneke B., ed., Margot H. King and Hugh Feiss, trans., Mary 
of Oignies: Mother of Salvation (Medieval Women: Texts and Contexts 
7), Turnhout, Brepols, 2007; hardback; pp. xii, 260; R.R.P. €60.00; ISBN 
9782503517032.

Mary of Oignies (c.1177-1213), more usually known in her own day as Mary 
of Nivelles, is often known today as the first of the Low Countries beguines. 
Of course, she was by no means the first, but she was the one whom James 
of Vitry singled out from among the ‘many women in the diocese of Liège’ 
who exhibited ‘shining sanctity’ when he responded to Fulk of Toulouse’s 
request to write about holy women in the Liège region. Writing his vita of 
Mary (this ‘pearl of Christ’) in around 1215, at a time when heresy was a 
clear problem and strict institutionalization of religious life was seen by some 
as a solution, James (as Anneke Mulder-Bakker argues) seemed to see Mary 
and her fellow mulieres sanctae as an alternative solution. That is, James 
presented these holy women as positive examples of everything that was 
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good in local and unregulated Christian life and he certainly did not think 
that clerics or university masters had to be the only role models. 

Thus, one woman was presented as a model of James’ greater vision of 
Christian life. This ideal life was a varied one – Mary worked in a leper 
hospital at Willambroux for more years than she spent as a recluse in her cell 
under the church at Oignies – and James’ lack of interest in distinguishing 
between the various phases in her life suggests that he saw both as important 
parts of a greater journey. James did not even call the women ‘beguines’; 
in his words they were true religiosae and presumably would have been 
diminished by any other name.

Inescapable from all this, of course, is the fact that when we seek Mary and 
her fellow holy women we tend sooner or later to find male hagiographers and 
their interests. But it is to the credit of this volume that the wider context of 
Mary and her world is illuminated. Mulder-Bakker calls the book a companion 
to Mary, and it is most certainly this. All scholars researching the worlds 
of the Low Countries holy women in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries 
will want to read this book. It contains an introduction by Mulder-Bakker 
and four texts translated into English: Margot King’s translation of James 
of Vitry’s vita (reprinted from King’s 1998 translation, but with footnotes 
helpfully updated); Hugh Feiss’ translation of Thomas of Cantimpré’s c.1230 
supplement to James’ vita; Feiss’ translation of the short foundation text of 
the Oignies church; and Feiss’ translation of the liturgical office of Mary of 
Oignies (this office – based heavily on the office for Mary Magdalen – was 
composed at the Cistercian monks’ abbey of Villers, and may have been 
composed by Goswin of Bossut). 

There are two essays. Brenda Bolton adds an essay (based on her 1993 
work ‘Spiegels van Vroomheid: Relieken van Marie van Oignies’) on the cult 
of saints and relics around Oignies. Along with the recent essay by Sharon 
Farmer on a similar topic, Bolton’s work is undoubtedly going to open up a 
whole new avenue of scholarship on the amazing relic collection of Oignies. 
Finally, Suzan Folkerts examines the manuscript dissemination of Mary’s 
vitae (both James’ original and Thomas’ supplement). James’ vita was the 
most frequently copied of all the vitae of the southern Low Countries holy 
women and, interestingly, almost all surviving manuscripts come from monks’ 
monasteries; Mary served as a role model to men and not to women. James’ 
version was very popular in the fifteenth century. At this time it was not 
Mary’s role as a prototype of Liège’s holy women that was being stressed 



258	 Reviews

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

but, rather, the status of Mary as ancestor of the duchy of Brabant. On the 
other hand, Thomas’ supplement did not have much later popularity.

Although Mary is such a well-known individual, scholarship tends to have 
been fragmented into different specializations which have rarely influenced 
each other. Mulder-Bakker’s introduction does an excellent job of identifying 
these threads and, in the process, provides an historiographical survey which 
is a boon to scholarship and more than the sum of its parts. 

Bolton’s essay shows how much James supported Oignies in ways other 
than by the writing of Mary’s vita; he sent eastern silks to the community, 
he commissioned works of art for the church, and in particular he took 
advantage of his eastern connections to send relics to Oignies. James did all 
of this for many years after Mary died; his interest was not fleeting. Given 
such support, it is worth asking why Mary was never canonized, but Bolton 
points out that bad luck played a role. Key supporters died or were absent 
and a change of pope put a lid on the cult until the modern period. But the 
stunning relic collection remained – Mary herself would stay up at night to 
care for the collection – and the relics as well as the two vitae, the Villers’ 
office, and the academic attentions of modern scholars all indicate the wide 
interest in Mary and her holy sisters.

Elizabeth Freeman
School of History and Classics

University of Tasmania

Newman, Barbara, Frauenlob’s Song of Songs. A Medieval German Poet and 
his Masterpiece, University Park, Pennsylvania State University Press, 2007; 
paperback; pp. xxi, 241; 7 b/w illustrations, 1 CD; R.R.P. US$25.00; ISBN 
9780271029252.

Frauenlob was the popular name of Heinrich von Meissen (c.1260-1318), author 
of a remarkable corpus of Middle High German poetry, in particular of the 
Marienleich – an epic poem of over 500 lines in praise of the Virgin Mary. 
In this volume, Barbara Newman presents her translation of the Marienleich, 
luxuriously presented on facing pages alongside Karl Stackmann’s critical 
text of the poem. This serves to introduce her study of Frauenlob and his 
milieu, as well as a more detailed study of the Marienleich and its influence, 
supplemented by a rich commentary on each of the twenty strophes of that 
poem. 
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Middle High German poetry is probably a closed universe to many 
medievalists brought up in an Anglophone, Francophile, or Italophile 
tradition. The great Germanic epics, like the Nibelungenlied or Gottfried von 
Strassbourg’s Tristan, have long been known through the lens of Wagner, while 
the Minnesingers – often noble amateurs – are also celebrated for their writing 
about love. The religious compositions of Minnesinger like Frauenlob are 
perhaps less well known than their songs about love. Yet, as Newman argues, 
Frauenlob offers an unusually sensuous and earthy vision of the Virgin, as 
the Bride and lover of the Song of Songs. He was a contemporary of Eckhart 
and Dante, and stands in their company. Whereas many Minnesinger were 
noble amateurs, Frauenlob was a spruchdichter, a lyric poet who enjoyed 
the patronage of powerful nobility – including the Duke of Breslau and the 
archbishops of Bremen and Mainz. He seems to have been particularly active 
in the court of Prague. Perhaps most importantly, from the perspective of 
medieval music, his poetry survives with music, enabling his compositions 
to be appreciated in the original context in which they were composed.

The volume is best appreciated through listening to the accompanying CD 
of Marienleich, as interpreted by the ensemble Sequentia, directed by the 
late Barbara Thornton and Benjamin Bagby. Barbara Newman had already 
collaborated with Sequentia in their production of the songs of another great 
musical and poetic genius of the German Middle Ages, Hildegard of Bingen. 
As Benjamin Bagby explains in a moving note about their recording of the 
project, he and Barbara Thornton had originally recorded Marienleich in the 
early 1990s, and only through technological developments could that early 
recording be restored in digital form. For those who remember Barbara 
Thornton, the result is a particularly moving recreation of a voice from the 
past, in a double sense. 

Marienleich is a particularly brilliant reworking of the dialogue between 
lover and beloved in the Song of Songs. In the recording, male and female 
solo and chorus combine with instrumental interludes to evoke a text that is 
both sensuous and mystical in its character. Newman’s translation is itself 
richly poetic, successfully showing how the Bride is the archetypal lover, 
the Mother of God who holds all creation in her womb: ‘I am the well of 
life on earth | as sweet as sugar – and the joy of birth | I am the mirror of 
great purity | in which God gazed before all time | I am the fire | in which 
the phoenix renewed its youth | I am the precious pelican’s blood, | and well 
I know that this is truth.’ 
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Newman draws on the same tradition of mystical discourse as she presented 
in the writing of Hildegard, but here we find that tradition given an earthiness 
through the vernacular that Hildegard never was able to achieve – even if 
she was pointing in that direction. Marienleich is celebration of the Virgin 
in a cosmic sense, as the eternal wisdom through which the universe was 
composed as well as the mother of the redeemer through which it was 
restored. It is also about the love between the Virgin and her Lord, as that 
of the archetypal lover and beloved.

There is much to appreciate in Newman’s analysis. Particularly, it is 
helpful in presenting connections between the Latin culture, both religious and 
philosophical, on which Frauenlob draws. Alan of Lille provides a particularly 
apposite synthesis of these two traditions, combining Marian reading of the 
Song of Songs with Platonic respect for natura. 

Newman’s argument that Frauenlob may also have drawn ideas directly 
from Abelard is intriguing, given that the latter’s theological writings never 
enjoyed wide diffusion. There can be no doubt, however, that Frauenlob is a 
sophisticated theorist of both worldly and divine love, convinced of their fusion 
rather than of their contrast. He was also a master of heterometric form, each 
strophe being unlike the other. Newman’s comparison of Frauenlob to Gerard 
Manley Hopkins is not inapposite. Her account of Frauenlob’s proclamation of 
his own genius, and the claims of his poetic rival, Regenbogen, demonstrates 
the literary sophistication of a poet who amply deserves to be listened to 
with respect. Newman’s volume is a fitting memorial to the achievement of 
Frauenlob and his interpreters.

Constant J. Mews
School of Historical Studies

Monash University

Pearson, Andrea, ed., Women and Portraits in Early Modern Europe: Gender, 
Agency, Identity (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), Aldershot, 
Ashgate, 2008; cloth; pp. xiv, 228; 63 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00, 
US$99.95; ISBN 9780754656661.

Andrea Pearson’s Introduction to this collection of papers presented at the 
2005 meeting of the College Art Conference in a session entitled ‘The Face 
of Gender: Women and Portraits in the Early Modern World’, asserts that 
although a number of important studies have addressed the topic of women and 
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portraiture in early modern Europe, this phenomenon has not been the object 
of study in its own right.  Pearson wishes to address several themes in a novel 
way: the use of female portraiture as a mechanism by which women could 
negotiate the boundaries of gender; female agency in portraiture; alternative 
means of self-representation; and female spectatorship. In addressing these 
themes, Pearson asserts that ‘the book is the first to consider the topic of 
early modern women’s portraits as a discrete topic’ (p. 2). Her brief literature 
review of studies on women, gender and art in Early Modern Europe (mainly 
in English with some German references) supports this view. 

Pearson then focuses on understanding the complexities of the links between 
gender, identity and agency, using Joan Scott’s well-known formulation 
concerning the interrelationship between gender and power. She also supports 
Sally McKee’s warning that agency (the ability to take action on one’s own) is 
not the same as having power to change existing inequalities between men and 
women (empowerment). In other words, some of the women under study in 
this collection may have, by their own agency, successfully negotiated gender 
boundaries to fashion their image and create a desired identity, but they did not 
have the power to change the existing subordinated position of women in society. 

Pearson provides succinct and nuanced summaries of each of the chapters, 
of which the first three concern themselves with fifteenth-century Netherlandish 
and Burgundian portraiture (Rothstein; Pearson and Roberts), there are 
two dealing with sixteenth-century Italy (McIver and Levy), one on Hans 
Holbein’s portrait of Christina of Denmark for King Henry VIII (Hertel), one 
on seventeenth-century English double portraits of women at court (Hallam) 
and one each dealing with eighteenth-century France and England respectively 
(Hyde and McPherson). 

Pearson suggests that each of these essays will mark the beginning of an 
ongoing scholarly discussion of the topic of women and portraits . Indeed, the 
nine studies in this collection discuss a diverse range of topics and periods 
but together build a coherent analysis of the relationship between gender, 
agency and identity in female portraiture in early modern Europe. 

The first two articles suggest that in fifteenth-century portraits the focus 
is on the representation of women and the visual codes that the placement of 
figures represented as well as the intent of those who commissioned portraits.  
An example to consider is Margaret of York, whose representation in portraiture 
was not of her own making but rather that of her husband and his courtiers. 
It is in her gifting practices, that her agency can be demonstrated. 
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In contrast, during her lifetime Mary of Burgundy was able to commission 
portraits that demonstrated her persona as an active ruler through invoking 
classical precedents. After her death, however, her husband commissioned 
portraits of her in profile that represented her as passive and a conduit for 
his own dynastic claims to her kingdom. 

Christine of Denmark, on the other hand, was able successfully to manipulate 
her representation by Hans Holbein so as to ensure that her proposed marriage 
to King Henry VIII would never take place. Christine’s ‘fleeting’ image 
became a constant reminder to the king of that loss. Christine’s subtle use 
of a commissioned portrait to convey a particular message is repeated in the 
double portraits of women in the court of King Charles I of England. The 
women that were part of the court of the often vilified Henrietta Maria, used 
their own commissioning of double portraits to convey their conformity to 
gender ideologies, whenever their reputations and those of the Queen might 
have been sullied. 

Madame Du Barry, mistress of Louis XV, could perform in plays at 
court as a man while dressed in a skirt, yet employ portraiture to create 
an identity that suggested a more masculine persona, or did it? By the late 
eighteenth/early nineteenth century in England, the famous actress, Sarah 
Siddons demonstrated agency through her self-representation in portraiture. 
As a sculptor in her own right, she fashioned images of herself, similar to 
those commissioned by Mary of Burgundy in her own lifetime, in which she 
invoked classical precedents as part of her strategy to fashion carefully her 
own image and identity for posterity.

All in all, this an excellent collection of studies, which makes a major 
contribution to the subject of female portraiture in early modern Europe as 
well as raising questions that will hopefully lead to further fruitful research.

Natalie Tomas
School of Historical Studies

Monash University
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Richards, Jennifer, Rhetoric (The New Critical Idiom), London and New York, 
Routledge, 2008; hardback; pp. 208; R.R.P. US$95.00; ISBN 9780415314367. 

Belsey, Catherine, Why Shakespeare?, London, Palgrave Macmillan, 2007; 
hardback; pp. 208; R.R.P. £42.50; ISBN 9781403993199.

These two books are brief but not at all slight, both important in very 
different ways.

Jennifer Richards’ Rhetoric is a volume in the New Critical Idiom series. 
The original series was aimed at students and was very limited in scope, 
each short volume confined to terminology and historical survey of a concept. 
The ‘New’ version encourages authors to develop a sustained argument, 
interrogating afresh a term from literary or cultural analysis in the widest 
sense, incorporating recent, theory-driven advances. As a result we have 
distinctive and expert contributions that do not shirk the difficult aspects of 
their subjects, such as Linda Anderson’s Autobiography with its context of 
women’s studies and John Frow’s Genre with a philosophical and cultural 
studies emphasis. Rhetoric is a worthy addition, standing up as a significant 
and original monograph.

Richards begins where one would expect, with ‘The Classical Art’, 
essentially stemming from oratory and propelled by Aristotle and Cicero. 
The analysis develops into the more literary applications of ‘Rhetoric 
Renewed’ by Sidney and Puttenham through to the Enlightenment, and 
thence to ‘Rhetoricality’ in the twentieth century, another powerful ‘renewal’ 
as descriptive literary criticism and theory took over the functions of earlier, 
prescriptive receptions of rhetoric. 

Adam Smith is an interesting pivotal figure. His Lectures on Rhetoric 
and Belles Lettres, delivered in 1748-51, indicate that his equivalent today 
might not be known for an economic theorist but a literary one. Tom Paine, 
though Richards does not deal with his Rights of Man, would have provided 
an equally instructive application of rhetoric in the 1790s, in the service of 
influential and populist, political polemic. 

Kenneth Burke is rediscovered and given credit for extending the 
implicature of rhetoric into complex, ‘double-edged’ social and philosophical 
fields. He demonstrates one of Richards’ conclusions, that rhetoric’s ‘most 
valuable endowment lies in its flexible process of argument, which insists on 
the reversibility of all positions’, so that rhetoric is not so much a mode of 
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expression but the root of critical thinking. Postmodernism, through writings 
like those of de Man and Derrida, is seen as building upon the concepts of 
‘old’ rhetoric, yet at the same time paradoxically challenging its traditional 
assumptions and making them obsolete.

But the book does far more than mapping the field. Richards engages 
with the different usages, critiquing them within their own historical context 
and also from the perspective of the present day, showing acutely not only 
survivals and continuities but changes and ruptures to ‘the art of persuasion’ 
through time. Rhetoric emerges like Heraclitus’ river, something which has 
always flowed but is never the same. Just as it is in danger of ossifying into 
a set of prescriptive rules, it is reinvented to meet the needs and purposes 
of new generations who forge an appropriate language for expressing ideas. 
Richards’ analytical history shows that rhetoric can incorporate differences 
and even opposites, ranging ‘from traditional art to postmodern play’. It can 
be used to produce an air of certainty or to undermine it, to assert a logical 
thought process and yet also underpins, for example, ‘the false starts, the 
ramblings, the contradictions, the lateral rather than logical connections’ in 
Montaigne’s thought process.

At all stages, Richards allows the past to illuminate the present, while 
the present can recall the past, so a speech by Tony Blair justifying the war 
on Iraq becomes an example of Aristotelian rhetoric built upon a ‘missing 
premise’ that ‘war safeguards peace’. Already President Obama’s speeches 
are being combed through for the rhetorical structures of their language, 
their affective intentions, and their subliminal links with earlier and other 
cultural contexts (does his slogan ‘Yes we can’ owe anything to Australia’s 
Bob the Builder, I wonder?). Richards’ fresh and lively approach encourages 
such playful speculations, while the overall effect of her challenging book is 
one of rigorous and sustained argument, written with the elegant momentum 
of intellectual and historical engagement. It is as important for scholars 
for its originality, as for students who will welcome its lucidity in dealing 
with complex ideas – a successful example of fresh, academic rhetoric in 
its own right.

Meanwhile, Catherine Belsey’s Why Shakespeare? is expansive and 
personal in tone, its irresistible sense of apparently innocent (but in fact 
artful) questioning captured in the musing title. It is a book that feels more 
like a friendly and evocative invitation to share thoughts than a debate or a 
systematic argument. 
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In its own way, the interrogative title itself is a sign of the open-endedness 
of Keatsian ‘speculation’, since it can and does raise so many possibilities. 
Why is Shakespeare still important? What is the secret to his plays’ cultural 
adaptability? Why do we endlessly put his plays on the stage and read his 
words? Why is he apparently useful to new generations when his works are 
so old? 

Belsey decides that language is not enough to provide answers and that appeals 
to ‘universal significance are nowadays rightly treated with deep suspicion’. 
Instead, she uncovers a level of Shakespeare’s narratives variously described as 
‘fairy stories’, ‘fireside tales’ (classified as such in the Bibliography), ‘traditional 
fables’, ‘old wives’ tales’ and other nomenclature. Belsey’s preference is for the 
shorthand ‘fairy stories’ whereas I prefer ‘folk tales’ but a footnote indicates 
that she is not interested in the taxonomical debates. 

What she means, more connotatively and allusively than denotatively, 
is that Shakespeare chose to dramatize stories already familiar to us from 
childhood. Patterns showing socially climbing females, rites of passage from 
childhood to adulthood, ghostly manifestations and magical events mirroring 
our fears and wish-fulfilment – an elfin beauty can fall in love with a beast 
who is disturbingly close to being ‘one of us’ – impersonations and disguises, 
and so on, Belsey argues, all ring bells for us as though we have already 
encountered Shakespeare’s stories, as in a curious sense we have. Shakespeare 
adds to such narratives memorable and complex glosses, but the basis, the 
structural spine, is in each case a simple, recycled tale that we can recall 
from childhood in one variant or another. 

Each chapter begins in a disconcerting and almost naïve way, describing 
the donnée of some unlikely folk tale or riddle in such a way that, to our 
surprise, we find ourselves pitched straight into the opening of a play like As 
You Like It, King Lear, or Hamlet. In meta-narrative fashion, the plays even 
announce allusions to such ‘winter’s tales’; ‘I could match this beginning 
with an old tale’, Celia tells Monsieur le Beau, as if Shakespeare is engaged 
in quite conscious folklore explication. He is even daring enough to risk 
subverting the plot by including a character sceptical of such ‘antique fables 
… fairy toys’ as the very story in which Duke Theseus ungratefully resides. 
So compelling are the examples that willing readers will be instantly beguiled 
into assenting to the analogy. 

The analysis then goes on to open up ways in which Shakespeare rings 
changes, exploring the initiatory situation until the play may become a murky 
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exploration of emergent themes concerning issues like adult sexuality, identity, 
gender confusion, spiritual exile, racism, and others that come to mind when 
we think of thematic criticism of plays like Hamlet, Twelfth Night and The 
Merchant of Venice. One of the differences that emerges between comedy 
and tragedy is not their generic origin, which remains constant, but the fact 
that tragedy refuses the clear definition between good and evil which operates 
in comedy. 

Not a source-study but a book about primal sources, not an analysis of 
narrative but a book about both the simple and complex nature of narrative, 
Why Shakespeare? is hard to categorize. There are only tangential similarities 
to the work of Auerbach, Frye and Barber, and the host of rather solemn 
folklorists and students of mythology who followed in their wake, and Belsey 
is suspicious of ideas of universal archetypes mined from a Jungian collective 
unconscious. Her topic is ‘tales’ pure and simple, and the ways Shakespeare 
adumbrates, embellishes, and all but conceals them. 

The true presiders, though ones not mentioned by Belsey, are such 
raconteurs as old Gower in Pericles and the teller of tales in Sidney’s Defence 
of Poetry who keeps children from play and old men from the chimney corner. 
Katharine Briggs’ British Folk-Tales and Legends and Bruno Bettelheim’s 
The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales are 
the true sources.

Considering Belsey’s other works, which draw on the likes of Lacan, 
Derrida and all the contemporary theorists, we may realize how one may 
go along a very long and winding intellectual path to end up more or less 
where we began, in a state of suspending disbelief in stories half-remembered 
from childhood. Bettelheim’s word is the right one. Partly due to Belsey’s 
wondering tone and to her invitingly informal style, Why Shakespeare? is an 
enchanting and even, in some way, enchanted book.

R. S. White
School of Social and Cultural Studies

University of Western Australia
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Rickman, Johanna, Love, Lust, and License in Early Modern England: Illicit Sex 
and the Nobility (Women and Gender in the Early Modern World), Aldershot, 
Ashgate, 2008; hardback; pp. 244; 11 b/w illustrations & 5 tables; R.R.P. 
£55.00; ISBN 9780754661351.

Johanna Rickman’s study of illicit sex and the nobility is published as part of 
Ashgate’s Women and Gender in the Early Modern World series. Establishing 
its place within this collection, Rickman weighs into current debate surrounding 
‘competing notions of gender and alternative gender ideals’ (p. 12), with a 
specific focus on what she terms ‘the courtly love ideal’ (p. 13). Referencing 
the work of such scholars as Barbara Harris and Merry Wiesner, Rickman 
suggests another approach to understanding notions of gender in the Early 
Modern world. 

Specifically, Rickman considers what happened to noblemen and women 
in Elizabethan and early Stuart England who engaged in extramarital sex, 
through an investigation of cases of fornication, adultery and bastardy. 
Rickman suggests the study of these cases of extramarital sex illuminate 
understandings of sex and gender in this period, whilst also providing ‘a 
better understanding of the place of women in early modern aristocratic 
culture, both as historical subjects (considering personal circumstances) and 
as a social group (considering social position and status)’ (p. 2). Rickman 
argues that there were two different gender ideals operating simultaneously 
in this period; one a largely religious ideal, promoting silence, chastity and 
obedience, and another, here termed ‘the courtly love ideal’, exhorting wit, 
beauty and bravery – a more secular ideal (p. 13). 

In early modern England, sexual sins were technically under the jurisdiction 
of the ecclesiastical courts, but the nobility did not usually appear before 
these courts. Legal sources are, therefore, supplemented here by family papers 
(mainly letters). The collections of the Sidney, Cecil, Bacon, Dudley, Devereux, 
and Talbot families are engaged extensively. Rickman also draws upon state 
papers, both domestic and foreign, and contemporary literature. From these 
records, Rickman ‘seeks to explain the circumstances – including gender 
expectations, social privilege and personal situations – that either allowed 
for a limited acceptance or prompted condemnation of illicit relationships 
among the nobility’ (p. 2). 

Chapter 1 considers illicit sex at the court of Elizabeth I, while Chapter 2 
examines illicit sex at the court of James I. Rickman considers these topics 
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within the context of the gender and marital status of the reigning monarch, 
concluding that ‘illicit sex was very risky during Elizabeth’s reign, since the 
queen punished offenders severely, while it usually went unpunished during 
James’ reign’ (p. 4). Of course, marital status, political roles at court, family 
and social connections, monetary considerations, even public standing and 
public opinion, all contributed to the punishment, and these factors are also 
considered. Women too, were usually subject to greater social humiliation 
than men if they were involved in illicit sex. Rickman also discusses differing 
attitudes towards illicit sex throughout the period: to some it was a serious 
sin, to others, a minor indiscretion. Reactions to illicit sex during this period 
were, therefore, shaped by a multitude of factors. 

The final three chapters are highly readable accounts of specific examples 
of illicit sex amongst the nobility. ‘Conscience and Contention: Penelope Rich 
and Charles Blount’ analyses a relationship encompassing affair, divorce and 
remarriage, demonstrating the protection offered by a strong social network, 
along with popular moral reactions when this relationship became public. ‘Love 
and Letters: Mary Wroth and William Herbert’ considers Mary Wroth’s defiance 
of perceived gender roles through both adultery and literary publications 
on love. ‘Preserving Honour: Frances Villiers and Robert Howard’ offers a 
detailed exploration of the idea of female honour, crucial to understandings 
of competing notions of gender.  

Rickman finds a variety of outcomes for nobles who engaged in illicit sex, 
and presents explanations for the circumstances surrounding these outcomes. 
Her examples are well chosen, and recounted in a manner which displays 
considerable narrative skill. Each chapter is absorbing in its own right. Overall, 
they work together to present a thorough consideration of the topic. Rickman 
makes a solid argument in regard to two different gender ideals operating 
simultaneously at this time. This study reinforces the complexity of notions 
of gender, along with the need for further research into this area.

An appendix presents the simplified genealogies of the five noble families 
who feature most heavily in the study. These genealogies highlight Rickman’s 
observation that some families were more likely than others to engage in illicit 
sex. On this, Rickman refers to Peter Laslett’s theory of a ‘bastardy-prone 
sub-society’ (p. 204), noting the possibility of further research into this area. 
This is an interesting sub-theme of the book. 

A minor irritation was the shift from the use of ‘I’ in the introduction 
(p. 1) to ‘we’ (p. 77), as Rickman’s choice of personal pronoun. The use of 



Reviews	 269

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

terms such as ‘drunken love fests’ (p. 71), ‘pushed the envelope’ (p. 174) and 
‘in hot water’ (p. 178) were also distracting from an otherwise well-written 
work. The footnotes are thorough.

This book gives the impression that it seeks an audience beyond the 
academic realm, and there is no reason to suppose it would not achieve this. 
This is not, however, to detract from its academic merit. I would recommend 
this book to students or specialists pursuing research in Early Modern history, 
particularly within the specialities of gender, sexuality, and life at court, along 
with those interested in the specific case studies simply for their own sake. 

Sally Fisher
University of Melbourne

Simpson, James, Burning to Read: English Fundamentalism and its Reformation 
Opponents, Cambridge, Mass. and London, The Belknap Press of Harvard 
University Press, 2007, hardback; pp. xii; 346; 3 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. 
US$27.95; ISBN 9780674026711.

James Simpson’s study of English evangelical reading habits between 1520 
and 1547 is a polemical work that is bound to divide readers. It is, in effect, 
a refutation of a particular historical narrative that paints the Reformation as 
a decisive step in the West’s evolution from medieval superstition to modern 
liberalism, in which the act of private reading (not having the text mediated 
by an institution) is celebrated as pivotal. 

In the first chapter, Simpson sketches the scholarly stand-off existing 
between those advocating this position (e.g. David Daniell) and those English 
Reformation revisionists who raise doubts about the loss of Catholic forms 
of piety and bonds of community (e.g. Eamon Duffy). He then examines the 
process of translating the Bible into English and the heroic status accorded to 
William Tyndale and other Protestant martyrs who died in the fight to make 
the Bible available to the common reader. Simpson introduces Thomas More’s 
arguments against Tyndale and reconsiders the way in which ‘More and the 
bishops seem so behind the times, whether intelligently or not … because 
the vernacular Bible was so unstoppably popular’ (p. 56). 

In Chapter 3, ‘Salvation, Reading, and Textual Hatred’, Simpson shows 
his hand; evangelical reading, he argues, gave rise to four paradoxes which 
made it a negative, rather than a positive, experience. These are summarized 
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as: ‘to love the text, one must hate it; “do it” means “you can’t do it”; faith 
alone means no faith; and the plain text is premised on the ambiguous text’ 
(p. 105).

These paradoxes require some unpacking. Simpson’s argument is that 
reading was a type of ‘works’ but Reformers argued that salvation was only 
through grace. Thus, scripture rendered the reader abject and insecure; reading 
was a worthless activity if one was not saved, and yet Biblical reading became 
important as a post hoc sign of salvation. If faith alone were sufficient then 
reading scripture would be redundant, so devotion to Biblical reading erodes 
the place of faith as sole requirement for salvation; and although Reformers 
insisted that the ‘literal sense’ of scripture was available to any reader, their 
insistence on certain conditions, such as Tyndale’s claim that ‘the text of 
Scripture can be properly understood only if it is first written on the heart’ 
(p. 125) and their castigation of ‘bad readers’ (those who read and came to 
different, non-evangelical conclusions), reveals that only a certain kind of 
guided reading would produce the ‘literal sense’ required. For Simpson, this 
is evidence that, rather than being the parent of liberalism, evangelical reading 
in sixteenth-century England was the parent of modern Fundamentalism, in 
all its illiberal glory. 

Chapter 5, ‘Bible Reading, Persecution, and Paranoia’, analyses sections 
of scripture in terms of its telling a tale of loss and betrayal, in which foes 
persecute the godly, such as the Psalms. This interpretation is then very 
interestingly linked to the politics of the reign of Henry VIII. For example, 
Henry’s desire for Anne Boleyn is paralleled by David’s for Bathsheba. The 
fact that the Biblical picture is of grace deriving ‘from a single source of 
unpredictable power’ (p. 151) resembles the fragile position of the courtier 
dependent on the favour of the King, who may prove quixotic. The careers of 
Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey (beheaded on 19 January 1547) and Thomas 
Wyatt (suspected of being one of Anne Boleyn’s lovers, pardoned and died 
aged 39 in 1542) are examined and the imperilled state of their existence 
exposed (despite both being devout Protestants). 

Chapter 6, ‘History as Error’, argues that evangelical reading devalued 
history almost to nothingness, due to its need to abolish ‘a particular history’ 
(p. 186), that of the Church prior to the Reformation. Simpson observes 
the erasing of historical differences between the Old and New Testaments 
when discussing Luther’s Law and Gospel: ‘[t]hese terms are not specific to 
a period of history, nor do they designate any historical unfolding. Instead 
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they designate the Law by which Christians are damned and the promises by 
which they are saved; Law and Gospel are both dispersed across the Hebrew 
and Christian scriptures’ (p. 201). 

In the last sections of the book, Simpson returns to Thomas More, 
and argues that his response to evangelical reading and the impact of the 
vernacular scriptures was more nuanced and intelligent than most historians 
have credited. His defence of an older Catholic tradition of reading was based 
on the premise that ‘texts are trustingly made and remade in human history 
by human institutions’ (p. 223). Simpson shows clearly how More’s position 
opposes all the dimensions of evangelical reading he has thus far examined. 
Sadly, in his attempt to refute the new mode of reading advocated by English 
Protestants, More entered into the same state as those he opposed, eventually 
backing the persecution of those he viewed as heretics. 

Simpson’s conclusion that ‘Tyndale and More were both the victims of a 
new, immensely demanding and punishing textual culture marked by literalist 
impersonality’ (p. 282) is bound to be controversial. So too is his implication 
that we are still wrestling with the direct heir of that textual culture, religious 
Fundamentalism. This is a brilliantly written, fascinating book, and it deserves 
a very wide readership. Not all will agree with Simpson, but all will learn 
something new and valuable.

Carole M. Cusack
University of Sydney

Stahl, Harvey, Picturing Kingship: History and Painting in the Psalter of 
Saint Louis, University Park, Pennsylvania State University Press, 2008; 
hardback; pp. 464; 60 colour & 50 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. US$85.00; ISBN 
9780271028637.

Picturing Kingship, Harvey Stahl’s posthumously published examination of 
the Psalter of Saint Louis (Paris, Bibliothèque Nationale de France MS lat. 
10525, c.1265) is the product of impressive scholarship sustained over many 
years. Stahl builds meticulously on the research of those that have preceded 
him. He also relates his investigation to contemporary interpretations of 
illustrated medieval histories, both biblical and secular. Many aspects of the 
manuscript are explored; it is presented as an outstanding example of Parisian 
medieval book production and as an expression of its royal owner’s personal 
concerns with the ideals and practical demands of kingship.
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Stahl’s study of this splendidly illuminated manuscript includes a detailed 
codicological analysis, which he relates to the identification of different artistic 
hands. His discussion of the so-called ‘court style’ broadens this concept to 
include the expertise of illuminators working in relatively small groups or 
ateliers in the Parisian book trade, whose development has been highlighted 
in recent years by the productive research of Richard and Mary Rouse. 

Stahl examines the style of the Psalter not only in relation to other 
manuscripts but also in the context of contemporary cathedral sculpture – 
especially that of the south portal of Notre Dame de Paris – of stained glass, 
monumental painting and ornamental works in precious metals and ivory. 
In itself, this approach is not new, but the author’s detailed and perceptive 
analysis forms the basis for his argument that the Psalter ‘reflects a new 
breadth of interest in techniques and effects of modelling, luminance and 
color, an interest that grows out of contemporary trends in the visual arts and 
is wholly consistent with contemporary thinking about vision’. 

Stahl’s chief interest, however, to which he anchors his study of the many 
facets of this manuscript, is the series of 78 miniatures of Old Testament 
subjects that preface the calendar and the text of the Psalter. He argues that 
this series, unusual for its exclusive focus on the Old Testament, reflects the 
growing contemporary interest in the historical and narrative aspects of the 
Bible, which is also expressed in the appearance of biblical manuscripts in the 
vernacular. Moral and typological interpretations of the Bible, Stahl comments, 
continued to be popular and gave rise to such elaborate programmes as that 
of the Bible moralisee, which was conceived for royal readers and whose 
pictorial programmes incorporate detailed political and social allusions. While 
he proposes both moral and allegorical interpretations of certain images in 
the Psalter, on the whole Stahl argues that the scenes from Genesis, Exodus, 
Numbers, Joshua, Judges and Kings are best interpreted as an expression of 
the growing interest in historical narrative. 

In particular, he stresses the contemporary relevance of this pictorial 
programme for the book’s royal owner. Stahl rightly presents King Louis as 
well educated in the various ways of reading and interpreting the Bible. As 
king of France, Louis was confronted not only with the challenge to govern 
his people peaceably, but to fight the enemies of Christendom as a leader 
in the Crusades. 

Stahl’s emphasis on a historical parallelism between the Old Testament and 
contemporary events is in tune with recent interpretations of the illustration 
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of vernacular texts such as the Grandes Chroniques de France, Bersuire’s 
translation of Livy’s History of Rome, and in the early fifteenth century, 
Laurent Premierfait’s translation of Boccaccio’s Des cas des nobles hommes 
et femmes. 

Understandably, such extensive coverage and occasionally venturesome 
interpretation prompt further questioning and in some cases alternative 
proposals. Stahl argues, for example, that the legends on the pages preceding 
the miniatures were written after the pictures were completed, while the 
ruling for them was done beforehand. It is difficult to envisage, however, 
the scribes writing on the back of these pages once their fronts had been so 
richly ornamented in costly colours and raised gold leaf. 

It is also a matter of some regret that the historiated Psalter initials are 
not treated in any detail except for Psalm 1. This is especially the case with 
Psalm 52 which, instead of the usual pictorial representation of a fool in 
reference to the opening words of the Psalm: ‘the fool has said in his heart 
there is no God’, shows two wrestling men, nude, except for colourful loose 
draperies. Surely this unusual image warranted an explanation. On the other 
hand, considerable attention is paid to the illustration of the opening Psalm 
initial, which depicts the story of David and Bathsheba above, and below, a 
repentant David kneeling before the Lord. The interpretation of this scene, 
however, both as an expression of David’s penitence, and as a symbol of 
ecclesial purification in the person of the naked Bathsheba, stretches the 
bounds of credibility. 

Unfortunately this fine book has suffered in its final editing and course of 
publication. Between pages 211 and 212 appear colour illustrations of several 
of the prefatory miniatures. They are labelled only by folio numbers, and there 
is no reference made to these pages in the Table of Contents. It would seem 
that publication of the whole group of miniatures was intended, since many 
which are referred to in the text and notes are not reproduced elsewhere in 
the book. There are, however, 21 miniatures of the series missing, including 
some that are important for the author’s arguments. 

Furthermore, several of the English translations of the French legends 
introducing the miniatures, given in Appendix II are awkward or incorrect. 
For example, St Augustine interpreted the appearance of the three angels to 
Abraham at the tree of Mambre as an early intimation of the mystery of the 
Trinity: ‘Abraham saw three but adored one’. This is cited in the original 
legend, and reflected in the distinctive rendering of the central figure in the 
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angelic group in the accompanying scene (fo. 7v). The translation incorrectly 
reads, ‘Abraham saw three but adored one of them’. 

To the best of my knowledge, this manuscript has never been reproduced 
in its entirety. Perhaps a CD of its contents might be designed to accompany 
the hard copy.

Margaret M. Manion
School of Historical Studies

The University of Melbourne. 

Terry, Ann and Henry Maguire, Dynamic Splendor: The Wall Mosaics in 
the Cathedral of Eufrasius at Poreč, University Park, Pennsylvania State 
University Press, 2007; cloth; 2 vols; 75 b/w illustrations, 226 colour plates; 
R.R.P. US$95.00; ISBN 9780271028736. 

In the Istrian town of Poreč, the sixth-century cathedral, baptistery and episcopal 
palace stand close to the Adriatic Sea. These buildings form one of the most 
complete and important surviving examples of such an ecclesiastical complex. 
Splendid mosaics adorn each of the three apses, the apsidal arch and the façade 
of the cathedral built by Bishop Eufrasius. This book presents a meticulous 
survey of the apse and arch mosaics, in the context of early illustrations, 
descriptions and restorations, and it explains their style, iconography and 
iconology in relation to other works of the time.

After briefly describing the appearance of the mosaics today, the authors 
make a critical analysis of the graphic and documentary evidence for what 
was visible in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Drawings, prints and 
photographs are carefully evaluated in relation to written descriptions of the 
mosaics and reports on their condition. In this way, the authors establish what 
was there before the controversial restoration of 1890-1900 by Pietro Bornia. 
Their aim is to distinguish between what dates from the sixth century and 
what from the nineteenth, and to ascertain whether the nineteenth-century 
restorers remade, copied or even ‘improved’ on the original work, according 
to the various theories of restoration then current.

The authors have undertaken a precise and very valuable examination of 
the mosaics from scaffolding erected in the cathedral at various times. This 
close inspection of the physical fabric of the mosaics has enabled them to 
see where the original plaster survives, where the original tesserae are still 
in situ, or have been reset, and where new tesserae have been added. The 
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‘andamento’ or patterning of the tesserae, in regular or irregular passages, also 
distinguishes original from restored work. The authors found that the range of 
hues identified as dating from the sixth century far outnumbers those added in 
the nineteenth century. The mosaicists employed more costly materials, like 
gold, glass tesserae and mother-of-pearl, in the central apse and less expensive 
cubes in the side apses, where the mosaics have not survived in their entirety. 
This painstaking survey of the mosaics is an important contribution to our 
understanding of them.

On the whole, close inspection of the mosaics has enabled the authors 
to conclude that Bornia’s restoration consisted mostly of replacing large 
stretches of gold tesserae and minor patching of other areas. In two places 
the images were remade: the Lamb of God in the centre of the soffit of the 
main arch was fabricated in Rome; and the lower part of the frieze of Christ 
and the apostles on the apsidal arch wall was largely refashioned after the 
fragments of surviving mosaics had been removed from the wall. In general, 
however, it seems Bornia tended to respect the fabric of the original mosaics, 
in contradiction to accusations at the time from his critic, Giacomo Boni.

Stylistically, the mosaics are related to those in the Arian Baptistery, S. 
Vitale, S. Apollinare in Classe and the second phase of S. Apollinare Nuovo 
in Ravenna, works dating from c.526-556. The materials used are also similar, 
with coloured glass tesserae mixed with mother-of-pearl, stone and slate. It 
is likely that artists from Ravenna fashioned the Poreč mosaics. 

By establishing which parts of the composition are original, the authors 
come to a clear understanding of their iconography, and are able to identify 
the figures and their attributes. They can confidently identify the figures of 
Saints Cosmas and Damian in the north apse, for example, because of their 
certainty that the surviving lettering is original. They can also see part of 
the medical bag, often the attribute of these saints, carried by Damian. After 
identifying some of the figures, it becomes possible to discuss aspects of the 
work’s iconology and to explain the deeper significance of these images. For 
example, they discuss their possible relation to the ‘Three Chapters controversy’, 
when the bishops of Venetia and Istria (including Bishop Eufrasius) opposed 
Emperor Justinian’s condemnation of the writings of Theodore of Mopseustia, 
Theodoret of Cyrus and Ibas of Edessa at the Council of Chalcedon. They 
discuss possible reasons why the image of Susanna and the Elders appears 
on the incense box held by Zacharias. They note how the veil and belt of 
the Holy Mother of God allude to the mystery of the Incarnation. In these 
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most interesting sections on iconography and iconology the authors have used 
many contemporary works of art as comparative material.

This book combines meticulous research with convincing argument and 
fascinating discussion. It is lavishly illustrated with numerous illustrations, 
most of which are in colour. These display the mosaics with many details of 
their beautiful materials, as well as early depictions of them, and comparable 
works of art mostly from the sixth or seventh centuries. Printed in two 
volumes, the abundant illustrations are well organized and easily accessible, 
while reading the text.

Joan Barclay Lloyd
School of Historical and European Studies 

La Trobe University

Throness, Laurie, A Protestant Purgatory: Theological Origins of the 
Penitentiary Act, 1779, Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardback; pp. ix, 379; 
R.R.P. £65.00; ISBN 9780754663928.

Laurie Throness’ new survey of the late eighteenth-century Penitentiary Act 
stands apart from much of the existing literature on English criminal justice 
history by virtue of its focus on the religious underpinnings to legislation and 
penal practice. The work makes several claims to originality. Firstly, Throness 
has adduced his arguments from a wide body of under-examined sources, 
including poetry and music. From this evidence he has drawn conclusions as to 
the religious origins of the Penitentiary Act, a point he argues is overlooked in 
much existing scholarly literature on eighteenth-century English legal history. 

To substantiate these claims, Throness’ text ranges far beyond legal history, 
reconstructing a religious and mystical context in eighteenth-century England 
in order to make sense of the religious influences on the Act. He explains 
the cultural parameters in Georgian England that placed God as supreme in 
Church and State. Throness pays particular attention to the coronation of King 
George III in 1761, inferring from the words and rituals of that ceremony 
the King’s status as God’s vicegerent (p. 18). Some of these points of course 
have already been widely acknowledged in existing surveys. However, other 
points, including the concurrences between Protestant conceptions of cells 
and hermitages and imprisonment, cover new ground (p. 234).

Based on this reading of the Act’s cultural context, Throness reconstructs 
what he asserts are strongly religious resonances not only in the Penitentiary 
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Act but also in English penal practice in general. One task of this book is to 
explain the origin of the idea of a Penitentiary. Throness reads into solitary 
confinement the notion of the eye of God being placed on the prisoner (p. 
295). He further stresses that the idea of a Penitentiary Act allowed for 
reflection and prayer, even while undertaking hard labour. 

Throness’ text takes this reading further, stressing not simply the religious 
context of the Act, but its explicitly Protestant context. In the absence of any 
Protestant conceptions of Purgatory, Throness argues that penitentiaries were 
intended to enforce redemptive practices through labour as much as prayer 
and sorrowful reflection (p. 296). Again these ideas are placed in a theological 
context that justified incarceration and lengthy penitence. Throness shows that a 
major subject for theological explanation was Christ’s promise to the crucified 
prisoner that ‘Today shalt thou be with me in paradise’, and the necessity for 
divines to show this swift redemption as a one-off miracle (p. 262). 

The emphasis on Protestantism in Throness’ title indicates a theme which 
informs this argument in general and especially his reading of Anglican 
doctrine in this period. According to Throness, the origins and purpose of the 
English Penitentiaries can be meaningfully interpreted within these cultural 
parameters. He reads contemporary thought as viewing notions of purgatory 
as harmful in the salvific sense and reconstructs Protestant opinions that 
the idea of purgatory could actively endanger souls through adherence to 
a doctrinal error. Thus, the English penitentiaries were intended to take the 
place of purgatory, allowing the penitent an earthly venue for reflection and 
moral repair.

This text’s major claim to originality lies in its interpretation of the religious 
underpinnings of the Act. In particular, Throness stresses the novelty of his 
argument that God permeated multiple aspects of eighteenth-century thought and 
conduct and that the Church of England, rather than dissenting congregations 
and ministers, was largely responsible for the spiritual underpinnings of 
the Penitentiary Act and associated activities, such as the promotion of the 
Societies for the Reformation of Manners (p. 206). 

In both these cases his claims to originality can stretch a little thin. Earlier 
studies, such as that of Jeremy Gregory, have for some time now pushed 
against the received wisdom of the eighteenth-century Church of England as 
somnambulant and pastorally insipid. Likewise, extensive studies of the Long 
Reformation, including its manifestations into the eighteenth century, make 
it seem all the less surprising to finding a preoccupation with divine justice 
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as infusing the terms of eighteenth-century political activity. Nonetheless, in 
other points Throness offers original arguments for the spiritual prominence of 
the Church of England in this time, pointing out for example that Methodist 
preachers such as George Whitefield were not yet widely known at the time 
the Act was prepared.

Exacting standards of scholarship underpin this work and this is an important 
new contribution to an act of Parliament but more generally to explaining 
a political and religious milieu set upon the saving of souls on Protestant 
terms. The work is richly detailed with resources from print and manuscript 
collections. It comfortably and cogently surveys a range of themes relating 
to criminal justice and ecclesiastical history.

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

The University of Queensland

Tutino, S., Law and Conscience: Catholicism in Early Modern England, 
1570-1625 (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700), Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007; 
hardback; pp. xiii, 256; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754657712. 

A burgeoning area of study for the second half of the sixteenth and early 
seventeenth centuries for the British Isles has been the re-examination of the 
historical trope of early modern Protestantism being an automatic response 
to the abuses and excess of Roman Catholicism. Recent historical enquiry 
has charted a less clear-cut division between Catholicism and Protestantism, 
and questioned whether the Reformation can really be understood as a break 
that signified a Catholic past and heralded a Protestant future. Gradually 
the narrative of polar opposition has been challenged and replaced by more 
subtle and sophisticated critiques of contemporary discourses concerning 
power, religion (both Protestantism and Catholicism), and politics. Complex 
and conflicting polemical debates flourished in the religious upheaval of 
post-Reformation society. 

Stefania Tutino’s study ‘aims to analyse and interpret the relationship 
between religion and politics in English Catholic thought in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries’ (p. 1), from the decade after the Elizabethan Church 
Settlement until the death of James VI & I. This ‘temporal arc’, as Tutino 
calls it, ‘allows us to discern and isolate a parenthesis in English religious 
history that is necessary for grasping the outcomes, uncertainties, and gains 
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of post-Reformation Catholicism’ (p. 7). Tutino is primarily concerned with 
the evolving Catholic theological debates that enabled Catholics to cut their 
spiritual cloth in accordance with their duty of obedience to their sovereign. 

Tutino attempts ‘to consider and analyse the way in which the Catholics 
tried to interpret and resolve the problem of reconciling political loyalty 
and religious beliefs’ (p. 4). The issue for individual Catholics was twofold: 
they must recognize their sovereign’s right to govern them (setting aside the 
perplexing issue of their monarch as an heretical Protestant); and also respond 
to the Catholic Church’s authority to regulate their individual conscience. 
Catholicism between c.1570 and 1625 generated divergent views on the 
relationship between temporal authority and secular power. The evolution 
of these Catholic theological views in turn forced the Church of England to 
re-evaluate its own position on some of these theological issues. 

Tutino’s book comprises an introduction, eight chapters, and conclusion, 
and is driven by its thematic focus. Polemical debates include those within 
the Society of Jesus, during the First Mission to England in 1580, as well 
as the consequences of the succession of James VI of Scotland to the throne 
of England in 1603. After the Elizabethan Church Settlement, the frictions 
created by James’ politico-theological views fundamentally shifted debates 
in new directions. The wedge between loyal Catholics and treacherous ones 
was further polarized. James’ reign ended with debates about Catholicism 
being far from reconciled and it was one of the many sparks that ignited the 
repeated outbreaks of civil war throughout the British Isles during a large 
part of the seventeenth century.

A small criticism is that Tutino relies upon a discussion of Latin texts, 
and in doing so, needed to include English translations. I mention this, not 
because the book lacks any English translations, but because translations have 
been provided for only some of the Latin quotations. This would have been 
easy to fix, and would have ensured the broadest of readerships. 

The success of this books lies in its capacity to focus on the ‘theologians 
and intellectuals who theorized on the question of the relation between law 
and conscience’ (p. 5) as demonstrated in the discussion of specific debates. 
Tutino’s critical examination of the evolution and adaptation of Catholic 
ideology through a series of texts demonstrates the emergence of ‘a complex 
set of different “Catholicisms”, rather than a monolithic entity’ that, in turn, 
was then juxtaposed with divergent views within Protestantism. For as Tutino 
concludes: Cardinal ‘Robert Bellarmine reused Nicholas Sander, but Richard 



280	 Reviews

Parergon 26.1 (2009)

Montague [bishop of Norwich] reused some of the arguments that we identified 
in the [John] Feckenham–[Richard] Horne controversy. And while they were 
doing so, they were taking positions that were profoundly controversial within 
their own churches’ (p. 224). 

This book offers a Catholic prequel to the standard religious history 
of the second quarter of the seventeenth century. Tutino demonstrates that 
the remnants of Catholicism (theology and practice) in its many forms 
evolved from the Elizabethan Church Settlement onwards, and proved 
both significant and influential. The topic remains worthy of analysis in 
order to gain an integrated understanding of the early modern religious 
history of England.

Dolly MacKinnon 
School of Historical Studies & Faculty of Music

University of Melbourne

Tyler, Elizabeth M. and Ross Balzaretti, eds, Narrative and History in the Early 
Medieval West (Studies in the Early Middle Ages 16), Turnhout, Brepols, 
2006; hardback; pp. x, 265; R.R.P. €80.00; ISBN 9782503518282.

This is a valuable collection of conference papers examining texts from Italy, 
Francia, Scandinavia and England between the seventh and twelfth centuries, 
originally delivered at medieval congresses during 1999. The editors chose 
to forgo an introductory outline of chapters in favour of an explanation of 
key terminology. This introduction will help orientate readers who are more 
comfortable in either a History or an English department. Historians’ fears 
especially may be allayed as the editors stress that while form is paramount, 
the ‘linguistic mediation of history’ is a way to consider the past; a way to 
contemplate ‘real people’ (p. 3). The introductory emphasis on interdisciplinary 
collaboration is reflected throughout particularly in contributions that grapple 
with the historical and literary approaches to particular texts (see especially 
Pizarro and Tyler). The introduction does not draw specific connections 
between chapters but hints at the overarching aims and structure of the 
book. The chapters are arranged to foreground form over other organising 
principles; to juxtapose contributions that deal with texts often not understood 
as history-writing (p. 3).

The role of narrative in legitimising and authenticating particular 
representations of the past emerges in each of the first three chapters concerning 
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documentary texts. Ross Balzaretti’s ‘Spoken Narratives in Ninth-Century 
Milanese Court Records’ briefly considers historians’ attitudes to written 
evidence, oral history and narrative before comparing and contrasting spoken 
narratives in judicial proceedings and Andrew Bergamo’s Historia. Balzaretti 
challenges his reader to reflect on the relationship between reported speech 
in ‘documentary’ and ‘literary’ texts. A stimulating aspect of this chapter is 
its several allusions to intersections between the study of spoken narrative 
in judicial proceedings and other areas of study, for instance the recovery of 
peasants’ spoken narrative (p. 27). 

Sarah Foot’s ‘Reading Anglo-Saxon Charters’ considers performance, time 
and embedded narratives in the process of establishing individual charters 
as historical narratives. Foot draws attention to the oppositive relationship 
between memory and history, whether history is concerned with preserving 
the past or preserving a version of that past. 

Julia Barrow’s chapter ‘William of Malmesbury’s Use of Charters’ is 
focussed on the ‘theme of narrative’ not the ‘identification of forgeries’ (p. 
69). Nevertheless, William of Malmesbury’s knowing exploitation of forged 
charters is contemplated as Barrow considers authenticity and the desire to 
entertain among other reasons for the inclusion of forged, or even the forging 
of, documents. 

Two subsequent chapters concern chronicles, which like documentary 
texts occupy a problematic niche in historical study. Joaquín Martínez 
Pizarro’s immediate subject in ‘Mixed Modes in Historical Narrative’ is the 
lack of surviving fiction from the Middle Ages as he explains the literary 
scholar’s interest in medieval historiography as the only extant source of 
‘narrative devices and styles and their evolution’ (p. 92). Pizarro considers the 
incorporation of discordant narrative elements in the chronicles of Marcellinus 
and Fredegar, drawing attention to their evolution in the latter. Pizarro raises 
for discussion the relationship between examples of scenic narrative in the 
chronicles, popular legend and late antique romance; and the role of the latter 
as model or source. 

Stuart Airlie’s ‘Sad Stories of the Death of Kings’ contextualizes the 
Chronicle of Prüm and its author in part one as background to his particular 
reading of the text in part two. Airlie’s interpretation of the chronicle focuses 
on the entry for 888, or rather the meaning attached to the events of this 
year by Regino and its pervasive impact on the representation of particular 
episodes but also the structure of the history. 
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Nick Everett’s ‘Narrating the Life of Eusebius of Vercelli’ and Elaine 
Treharne’s ‘Ælfric’s Life of St Swithun’ consider how hagiography has been 
approached by scholars as a less than straightforward historical source and the 
possibilities it presents for studying the past. Everett attempts to redress the 
neglect which the only surviving hagiographic text about Eusebius of Vercelli 
has endured at the hands of historians willing to mine its contents for historical 
data while dismissing the vita itself as a ‘corrupt construction of the past’ (p. 
135). In this respect Everett finds common ground with the vita’s anonymous 
author. He demonstrates the hagiographer’s efforts to rehabilitate the Bishop of 
Vercelli, whose defence of orthodoxy was subordinated in earlier histories to 
other leading figures like Hilary of Poitiers. Treharne clearly demonstrates her 
initial observation that the study of individual texts or groups of texts within 
their ‘textual and cultural context’ may reveal the potential of a hagiographical 
text to become a ‘historical narrative’ capable of conveying the ‘concerns’ of 
the time (pp. 168-9). She attests to this process by considering the relationship 
between Ælfric the hagiographer, his account of the ninth-century monk St 
Swithun, and the Benedictine reform movement of the tenth century. 

Catherine Cubitt’s ‘Folklore and Historiography’ considers hagiographical 
texts but her specific interest is in oral tradition, a subject touched on by 
earlier contributors (e.g. Balzaretti, Airlie). Cubitt’s purpose is to ‘examine 
some of the evidence for popular oral stories in Anglo-Saxon England’ and 
‘to explore reasons why this material has been neglected’ (p. 190). She 
examines evidence of oral stories in three Anglo-Saxon Latin hagiographical 
texts (Vita et Miracula sancti Kenelmi, Passio Eadmundi, Vita sancti Ecgwini) 
summarising their contents and highlighting motifs that seemingly derive from 
or are modelled on oral stories. With great respect for pioneering scholars 
who largely ignored oral tradition, Cubitt concludes with a fascinating and 
detailed account of modern Anglo-Saxon scholarship assessing why such an 
important avenue into Anglo-Saxon culture was, until recently, overlooked.

Elizabeth Tyler’s ‘Poetics and the Past’ clearly bridges the gap between the 
study of form and ‘real people’ in her discussion of the ‘language of treasure’ 
in Old English Verse and more specifically The Battle of Maldon. This chapter’s 
study of form and content demonstrates the contemporaneity of ‘timeless poetic 
convention’ but also the way ‘form and style’ may inform modern scholars about 
‘late Anglo-Saxon society’s relationship with the past’ (pp. 225-7). 

Judith Jesch, meanwhile, utilizes narratological techniques to explore ‘The 
Meaning of the Narrative Moment’ in two related texts; an anecdote describing 
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the context of a praise poem performed before Óláfr Haraldsson and the 
reconstructed poem itself. Jesch seeks to establish that the reconstructed poem 
Hofuðlausn can be studied as a narrative, why such a mode was adopted and 
its relationship to the historiographical aims of praise poetry. 

From the perspective of this reviewer, more historian than literary scholar, 
this is an accessible collection of papers that help bridge the methodological 
gap, real or perceived, between disciplines. Judith Jesch alone identifies 
connections between her own and other contributions (Airlie and Foot). 
This offers insight into how contributors, who experienced the collaboratory 
environment of the conference so vividly described in the preface, thought 
their work related to other contributors. Additional efforts to demonstrate 
the chapters’ interrelatedness would not have been in vain. Still, read in 
concert, the different contributions are complementary. Together they provoke 
reflection on the permeable generic boundaries between different historical 
texts, between ‘conventional’ histories and documentary texts, between oral 
and written, fiction and non-fiction. 

Genevieve Young 
Faculty of Arts 

Department of Ancient History
Macquarie University

Tyrwhit, Elizabeth, Elizabeth Tyrwhit’s Morning and Evening Prayers (The 
Early Modern Englishwoman 1500-1750: Contemporary Editions), Susan M. 
Felch, ed., Aldershot, Ashgate, 2008; hardback; pp. 216; 2 b/w illustrations, 
3 figures; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754606611.

This critical edition presents the two versions of Elizabeth Tyrwhit’s Morning 
and Evening Prayers to appear in print in the sixteenth century. First printed 
in 1574, Tyrwhit’s prayer book was then included in a longer version, 
differently arranged, in Thomas Bentley’s large compilation of devotional 
material, The Monument of Matrones, in 1582. Susan M. Felch prints both 
versions separately in her edition, allowing access to the full range of Tyrwhit’s 
prayers and valuable comparison between their arrangements in the two Early 
Modern printed versions. 

Elizabeth Tyrwhit served as a lady of the Privy Chamber for Queen 
Katherine Parr during the final years of Henry VIII’s reign. She was a vital 
member of ‘Parr’s evangelical circle’ (p. 5), at the vanguard of Lutheran-
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influenced devotional reform in England. Felch’s introductory material 
explores her relationship with Parr, as well as her less easy relationships after 
Parr’s death with Thomas Seymour, Lady Jane Grey and the young Princess 
Elizabeth. Tyrwhit’s ‘commitment to the more aggressive forms of reformed 
Protestantism’ (p. 7) is carefully teased out from the extant biographical 
and textual evidence, as Felch proves the devotional, literary and historical 
significance of Tyrwhit’s prayer book. In establishing Tyrwhit as a prominent 
‘member of the first generation of reformers at court’, Felch points out that 
her prayer book was printed in Bentley’s Monument immediately after the 
works of the ‘royal trinity’, namely Queen Elizabeth, Katherine Parr, and 
Jane Grey Dudley (pp. 16-17).

Felch’s introductory material includes a detailed section on the history 
of English private prayer books, a very useful explanation and exploration 
of this devotional genre and its social uses. (It is supplemented by a lovely 
photographic reproduction of the ornate cover to the 1574 volume, which 
gives readers a sense of the physical nature of these pocket-sized and much-
used books.) 

The materials Tyrwhit includes in her prayer book are set in the context of 
common sources, conventions and concerns, with Felch amply demonstrating 
that Tyrwhit’s prayer book adheres to the Lutheran reformist culture of which 
its author was a part. Felch considers in the final section of her introduction 
the variances between the two printed versions of Tyrwhit’s texts, arguing 
convincingly that the later version in Bentley’s Monument is more likely to 
preserve the authorial agency of Tyrwhit herself. Her argument here is well 
evidenced and carefully nuanced, demonstrating a keen sense of questions 
of editorial framing and the reading and reception of women writers’ texts 
that are of current interest to scholars. Felch’s decision to print both versions 
of the prayers complete and separately from each other also attests to her 
consideration of these questions, and results in a resource which is of use to 
scholars with a wide range of interests, from female authorial agency through 
to wider cultural currents in which women participated and to which they 
contributed.

The texts themselves are presented in a clear, clean and accessible fashion, 
as we are coming to expect of this Ashgate series, The Early Modern 
Englishwoman 1500-1750. Light but sufficient annotations for the purposes of 
comprehension and interpretation (primarily definitions of words) are placed 
at the foot of each page, with more specialist notes of a textual variety being 
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presented at the end of each complete text. The edition in this way meets 
the needs of student readers, for whom clarity is paramount, at the same 
time as it provides the information necessary for more specialist scholarly 
readers. A comprehensive table of contents is presented as an Appendix 
to both texts, allowing the reader to identify specific items by an editorial 
numbering system, and to compare items’ presence and placement in the two 
Early Modern printed texts. 

The material in Tyrwhit’s texts will be of great interest to scholars not only 
of Early Modern women’s writing, but also of devotion, devotional poetry, 
and the English Reformation. Tyrwhit’s prayers, and the critical material 
supplied by Felch, provide evidence for the centrality of women to religious 
reform in sixteenth-century England, which has recently been argued for by 
Kimberly Coles (Religion, Reform and Women’s Writing in Early Modern 
England, 2008). More than this, Tyrwhit’s texts contain unique poetic items, 
important additions to ongoing exploration of the emergence of original 
devotional poetry in English. Our understanding of private – or at least 
individual – devotion in the period is at an early stage, and Felch’s edition 
(like her earlier edition of Anne Vaughan Lock’s work) is a significant and 
authoritative contribution to the field. 

Sarah Ross
School of English and Media Studies

Massey University

Walsby, Malcolm, The Counts of Laval: Culture, Patronage and Religion in 
Fifteenth- and Sixteenth-Century France, Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007; hardback; 
pp. xi, 220; 12 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. £55.00; ISBN 9780754658115. 

In The Counts of Laval: Culture, Patronage and Religion in Fifteenth- and 
Sixteenth-Century France, Malcolm Walsby offers an impressive account 
of the rise of the influential Breton house of Laval in later medieval and 
Renaissance France. Through the lens of Laval patronage and clientage, 
Walsby ambitiously seeks to explore ‘the whole of the [family’s] affinity’ (p. 
3) in order to understand the scope and nature of the Lavals’ power within 
Brittany and at the royal court. One of a growing number of case-studies 
focussed on an individual house, The Counts of Laval engages with the larger 
historical questions surrounding the changing socio-political relationships 
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enjoyed by the nobility throughout this period. It also considers how noble 
families grappled with such challenges as demographic attrition, Protestantism, 
and war. Walsby’s predominantly chronological exposition draws on a rich 
array of archival material, in both print and manuscript format, to argue that 
the nature of relations between the Lavals and their affinity was remarkably 
consistent across the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 

Walsby presents his arguments across five chapters. Chapter 1 traces the 
pre-history of the baronial Laval family before exploring how they acquired 
socio-political influence over the course of the fifteenth century. Having 
cautiously balanced support for the French king with regional obligations 
towards the dukes of Brittany in the early 1400s, the Laval barony was 
elevated to comital status by the king in 1429. As individual members acquired 
important administrative and military positions at both royal and ducal courts, 
a series of judicious marriages enhanced the Lavals’ territorial possessions. 
The author clearly shows how each of these phenomena contributed to the 
widening of the Laval sphere of influence as they developed a network of 
ties with individuals and families within Brittany and beyond. 

Prior to analysing the composition and structure of the Laval affinity itself, 
Chapter 2 clarifies the complicated issue of terminology. In reviewing debates 
surrounding the definition and application of phrases such as ‘patronage’ and 
‘clientage’, Walsby emphasizes the horizontal and vertical (both ascending 
and descending) nature of relations implied in the latter term. To an extent, 
some of this discussion might usefully have preceded or been integrated into 
Chapter 1, where these key terms are deployed without explanation. 

Chapter 2 goes on to outline the author’s investigative method before 
examining the different elements of the Laval affinity. Informing the chapter 
is an extensive prosopographical database comprising the details of 1200 
people identified by Walsby as ‘part of the affinity of the counts de Laval’ 
(p. 47). Drawing on this database, the author illustrates the multilayered and 
intersecting relationships between the individuals and groups comprising the 
affinity. Members ranged from princes and noble relations by marriage, to 
court and territorial administrators, household officials, and vassals. 

The second chapter paints a clear picture of the myriad ways in which 
influence could be exerted in various circles to the mutual advantage of the 
Laval counts and their clientage. However, it also raises some problems for 
the author. First, Walsby acknowledges that his identification of members of 
the Laval affinity depends on the presence of names in official documents, 
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thereby excluding those people whose ties with the Lavals were cultivated 
orally, in private, or informally (p. 49). He is thus unable to consider ‘the 
whole of the affinity’ as stated in the Introduction. Second, we are not given 
details as to how individuals were identified as affinity members prior to 
their names entering the database, aside from their apparent links with the 
Laval counts. Further, given the author’s recognition of the important place 
of the extended Laval family among the affinity, the role of the affinities of 
the counts’ brothers and close female relations in advancing comital interests 
is presumably pertinent to the wider discussion. In particular, this reviewer 
would have been interested in extended analysis of the networks that developed 
around important female heads of the family, such as Anne de Laval and 
Guyonne, whose clientage is only briefly touched on. 

Chapters 3 and 4 advance the analysis of the Lavals and their affinity 
into the sixteenth century. Walsby’s third chapter characterizes the early 
mid-sixteenth century as the apogee of Laval power, as suggested by the 
counts’ consistent occupation of prestigious administrative, diplomatic, and 
military positions, and their accretion of land. Challenges to Laval authority 
in the shape of divided leadership and minority rule, Protestantism, and 
war are the focus of discussion in Chapter 4. Chapter 5 contextualizes the 
position of the Lavals explored in the previous sections by comparing and 
contrasting their activities with those of their nearest Breton rivals, the 
house of Rohan. 

The text is supported by a series of illustrations and genealogical tables, 
the value of which might have been enhanced had they been explicitly 
integrated into Walsby’s analysis. Although various typographical errors 
and stylistic infelicities were identified (e.g. pp. 25, 26, n. 51, 58, 61, 76, 
116, 133, 164, 193-4), these did not distract overly from one’s reading of 
the narrative. Whether the result of citation style or typographical error, 
this reviewer did find some of the footnotes confusing (e.g. p. 8, n. 23). 
Perhaps a note on the construction of the index may also have been useful, 
as the omission of the counts from Guy XIV onwards (including Guyonne) 
seems unusual. 

In sum, The Counts of Laval offers much of interest to historians of the 
nobility and their power bases in the fifteenth and sixteenth century. Walsby 
provides a valuable case-study to accompany the extensive theoretical literature 
on patronage in this period. Moreover, by demonstrating the continuity in the 
nature of the relationships between the Lavals and their affinity, the author 
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successfully challenges notions that the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
witnessed an evolution from ‘medieval’ to ‘early modern’ modes of socio-
political relations among the nobility.

Tania M. Colwell 
History, School of Social Sciences

Australian National University

Walters, Barbara R., Vincent Justus Corrigan and Peter T. Ricketts, The Feast 
of Corpus Christi, University Park, Pennsylvania State University Press, 2006; 
cloth; pp. xviii, 562; R.R.P. US$77.00; ISBN 9780271029245.

A revival of interest in the liturgy and a recognition of the role feasts such 
as Corpus Christi and its associated processions, guilds and plays filled in 
community life across Europe in the later Middle Ages has been developing 
over the last two decades. Variation in the liturgical practices of different 
provinces and dioceses, however, means that the texts and the music for 
any feast differ from place to place. Corpus Christi, as the last major feast 
established in the Middle Ages, has fewer versions, but nonetheless a complex 
set of manuscript sources survive. Seven of these, ‘generally regarded as the 
central musical sources for the Corpus Christi office’ (p. 77), have now been 
fully transcribed and annotated. 

Professor Walters, with the expert assistance of musicologist Professor 
Vincent Corrigan, and French professor Peter T. Ricketts, has produced an 
indispensable critical edition of these liturgical manuscripts and their music 
for the feast together with a translation of the texts into English and the 
chants into modern musical notation. To this is added a transcription and 
translation of the poems of the ‘Mosan’ Psalters. These are biblical poems 
included in Psalters that come from Liège in the thirteenth century and were 
produced by the Beguines under the influence of the Dominicans. There are 
short introductions to the context that produced the new feast, especially the 
life of Juliana of Cornillon, and to the manuscripts edited but, comparatively 
little on the wider liturgical scene. 

This is a specialist work but it provides some insights for medieval scholars 
generally into the working of both religious and secular society, especially 
in and around Liège at the period when the principal promoter of the new 
feast, Juliana of Mont Cornillon, was living. Her role in the composition of 
an office for the new feast also casts light on the wide knowledge that a 
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woman might have of theological works. Since the nature of the Eucharist 
was one of the critical issues that divided Catholics and Protestants in the 
Reformation, historians of religion who read the twelfth century doctrinal 
texts included in her version of the office, may find that a feast which was 
performed annually was an important source that ordinary people could draw 
on for their understanding of the nature of the Eucharist and the sacrifice 
of the Mass. 

The volume will be an essential source for musical and liturgical scholars, 
although it makes no reference to rubrics, illustrations or other indications 
of the ‘mise en scène’, and so casts little light on ritual movements or the 
procession that was commonly associated with the service in many places. 
It is tightly focussed on the plainchant and musical historians will not find 
any reference to polyphony, harmony, dissonance and other changes occurring 
round about the same time as the new feast. 

The presentation makes it difficult for the non-specialist reader to appreciate 
the argument. The discussion of the theory of three offices would be clearer 
if ‘the profound reorganizations of the lections’ (p. 59) for the feast were 
spelled out as well as the role of musical items in confirming the hypothesis. 
There are eight tables that index and cross-reference the seven manuscripts 
in a variety of ways, giving the titles of the music, the service at which they 
were performed, the pitch (according to John R. Bryden and David Hughes’ 
code), the mode and any concordances. Whether they will, as claimed, enable 
future scholars to ‘navigate with ease’ (p. 58) through the manuscripts may 
be doubtful, but the information is there.

The first major office presented is the one attributed to Juliana. Animarum 
cibus is identified as a secular office based on twelfth century doctrinal texts 
about the Eucharist, including those of Hugh of St Victor and Gratian, and 
set to music. The second office, Sapiencia [a]edificavit sibi [SAS], was for 
monastic use and based entirely on biblical texts. The third, Sacerdos in 
[a]eternum [SIA], which is attributed to Aquinas, was also a secular office 
and became the official Roman office. The various manuscripts in which these 
texts appear have been analysed by earlier scholars whose work the present 
authors recognize as a cornerstone of their own. Walters agrees that SAS and 
SIA have a close relationship but she thinks that there is evidence for ‘some 
independence’ (p. 67), which is illustrated in a long and exhaustive table.

Some questions remain in this reviewer’s mind. The seven privileged 
manuscripts probably pre-date 1320 but there is no discussion of why some 
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other significant early manuscripts, especially the Poissy Antiphonal (now 
in Melbourne) written in 1335-45 for, and perhaps by, Dominican nuns, 
are omitted. It is also surprising in so substantial a volume that there is 
no introductory section that considers some of the surviving controversial 
aspects of converting the neumes of medieval plainchant into present day 
musical notation. 

Professor Corrigan, in his detailed consideration of the seven central 
manuscripts makes passing reference to issues of transcription, especially in 
relation to Graz 134 where there are problems of notation, but he does not 
explain his regular practice. While some things are reasonably evident to 
anyone with some experience in singing plainchant (such as the absence of 
key or time signatures since the pitch of plainchant is relative) one might, 
nevertheless, expect some consideration of how rhythm and stress are included. 
For example, the significance of the occasional use of a b Flat (e.g. p. 183) 
if medieval practice is to be represented is unclear to me. Since there is no 
reproduction of an original page from any of the manuscripts the transcription 
must be taken on trust. It would also have been useful if Corrigan had set 
his practice in the context of recent debate and books omitted from the 
bibliography, such as those of Carl Parrish, on whose interpretations many 
still rely.

Sybil M. Jack
Sydney, N.S.W.
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Bliss, Jane, Naming & Namelessness in Medieval Romance (Studies in Medieval 
Romance 7), Cambridge, D. S. Brewer, 2008; hardback; pp. 253; R.R.P. 
US$95.00; ISBN 9781843841593. 

Naming and namelessness, maintains Jane Bliss, are among the major themes 
of medieval romance. While they are indeed an important element in medieval 
romance, they are much more an aspect of characterisation than of theme: 
names have always been regarded as a quick, conspicuous way of attributing 
certain qualities to a figure, especially in the Middle Ages, when the art of 
characterisation was not as refined as it became later in the novel. To treat 
naming as a major theme in medieval romance, it seems to this reviewer, is 
to distort its overall role. 

Bliss’s book is a work of broad scope, but it is probably too broad. Having 
an extensive knowledge of Old French and Middle English literature, Bliss 
seems determined to include it all in the one book. There is so much material 
that it militates against a clear system of organization. While the two major 
categories of Bliss’s Table of Contents (‘Context and Content’ and ‘Themes 
and Meanings’) are straightforward enough, the subsequent lists of disparate 
sub-categories are confusing and unclear. 

Part I begins well with a discussion of ‘The Context of Medieval Romance’, 
which defines romance against other genres. But this is followed with a 
long section on ‘Naming Patterns and Tendencies’, which has sixteen sub-
categories with titles like ‘Meaning of name, and of Name’, ‘Introduction-
Ritual’, ‘Disguise or Incognito’, ‘Doubles’, ‘Not-Names’, ‘Anonymous 
Women’, ‘Love-Madness’, ‘Intertextual References’, and ‘Local Effects’. The 
meaning and significance of some of these titles are far from obvious. Part 
II, ‘Themes and Meanings’, discusses twenty-one romances in detail, but they 
too are grouped under disparate headings similar to those in Part I: ‘The Fair 
Unknown’, ‘Unknown Women’, ‘Women’s Power of Name’. 

This confusing situation could have been alleviated if a succinct statement 
of its main thesis and a highlighting of its main points had been placed 
at the beginning of the book. But there is no such statement and no such 
highlighting. There are too many points, one after the other, and they tend 
to have their force sapped by distracting asides.

Indeed, Bliss’s style makes it difficult for her to communicate her extensive 
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knowledge effectively. Clarity struggles under the weight of unclear sentences, 
constant qualifications, and shifts in focus; passages frequently have to be 
re-read for their meaning. She is prone to overload her sentences with detail, 
as for example when speaking of pseudonyms: ‘Some (alias, incognito) are 
taken by characters themselves; namelessness imposed within the text (by self 
or by others) tends to attract a pseudonym or nickname very quickly, unlike 
the Anonymity imposed as if directly by the writer’ (pp. 22-23). Abstraction 
rules; this reviewer longed for the reassurance of a concrete noun. 

Bliss has much to say that is insightful, but her contribution to scholarship 
would have been more effective if she had written a series of chapters 
focussed on quite specific, limited topics, avoided such extensive use of 
asides, and resisted the desire to convey the whole reach of her thoughts in 
a single volume. 

John Beston
Nazareth College of Rochester NY

Bredehoft, Thomas A., Early English Metre (Toronto Old English Studies 15), 
Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 2005; cloth; pp. 225; R.R.P. CA$71.95; 
ISBN 9780802038319.

Thomas Bredehoft sets out ambitiously to establish a new system of metrical 
classification for Old English poetry. He also sets out to demonstrate that 
the rules which make up this metrical system, with minor developments 
over time, were in use from classical Old English through late Old English 
and into Middle English poetry. His attempt occupies a mere 120 pages – 
accompanied by 51 pages of notes. It soon becomes tiresome flicking back 
and forth to the notes, which are more or less necessary if one is to follow 
and, more importantly, to assess the argument.

Bredehoft’s opening summary of the problems posed by Sieversian 
formalism is clear and unarguable: Sievers’ system leaves too many examples of 
poetry unexplained, requiring recourse to the label ‘bad’ poetry; and it requires 
the evidence to be massaged to fit the rules. Unfortunately, Bredehoft’s own 
metrical formalism, resting on three sensible and clear principles, gradually 
unfolds as having so many rules, exceptions and complications that it is difficult 
to see where it improves on Sievers’. This new formalism is perhaps no less 
satisfactory than the Sieversian (and as such deserves consideration) but it is 
hardly more so. A discussion of classical Old English poetics comprising a 
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sensitive and considered assessment of some examples of ‘secondary’ poetic 
effects may not contribute much to Bredehoft’s argument, but it is worth 
reading.

On the question of late Old English verse, Bredehoft really shines. His 
metrical formalism is applied here too, and it contributes to his argument that 
late Old English poetry is not a ‘debased’ variant of classical Old English 
poetry, but rather a slightly different form of verse. His dismissal of the 
rather bizarre concept of ‘rhythmical prose’ is masterful and deserving of 
much more respect than it is likely to receive. His argument from metrical 
evidence that this is clearly poetry, constructed under the rules of late rather 
than classical Old English poetry, is well supported by the physical evidence 
from manuscripts, on which he has published before and which he reviews here.

The argument that Middle English poetry, particularly Layamon’s Brut, 
has a direct line of descent from classical through late Old English poetry is 
solid. Less convincing is the argument for direct borrowings from late Old 
English material into the Brut. Bredehoft provides a valuable opportunity for 
those who read Anglo-Saxon poetry to think outside the square that tends to 
confine ideas about Old English metre. We should be grateful. 

Pamela O’Neill
School of Letters, Art and Media

University of Sydney

Carlson, David R., ed., The Deposition of Richard II: “The Record and Process 
of the Renunciation and Deposition of Richard II” (1399) (Toronto Medieval 
Latin Texts 29), Toronto, Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, 2007; 
paperback; pp. vii, 104; R.R.P. C$12.95; ISBN 9780888444790. 

This is a scrupulously prepared edition of a manuscript source from 1399 
and therefore one contemporary with the events it describes, the deposition 
of King Richard II by Henry Bolingbroke, who subsequently claimed the 
throne as Henry IV. This edition is a product of a long-standing series of 
edited medieval texts which present the text in the original language (in this 
case late-medieval Latin) with glossed comments. 

The manuscript source emerges from constitutional conflict which followed 
the period of Richard’s personal rule, beginning in 1389, and the period 
of Richard’s ‘tyranny’ from 1397-9, which saw the banishment of Henry 
Bolingbroke. 
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A useful introduction by the editor David Carlson sets the narrative of the 
events in 1399 in their full context, starting with the political crises of 1386 
when a ‘Commission of Government’ imposed parliamentary supervision on 
King Richard. While narrating the events over fifteen years – from Richard’s 
conflict with the Commission to his forced abdication – Carlson also points 
to those events where ‘causality and chronology become murky’ (p. 2). By 
this he means especially the chronology of Richard’s negotiations with royal 
justices over the possibility of charging members of the Commission tanquam 
proditores (as if they had committed treason). 

The events of Richard’s reign were narrated and received commentary 
in contemporary and later chronicles, including those of Adam Usk and 
Henry Knighton. But as Carlson points out, the document of 1399, while 
having a title that implies its contents is a narrative or a chronicle, should 
more properly be considered a record of ‘parliamentary process-enactment’ 
(p. 6). 

This distinction is important to understanding the content and style of 
the work. As a record of contemporary parliamentary process rather than 
a monastic chronicle, the work could have been intended for oral delivery, 
albeit from a written source. Carlson’s rigorous and detailed orthographic 
study makes clear the rhythmic pattern to the text. Carlson’s commentary 
also demonstrates the literary qualities of a text that emerged from a literary 
milieu which included both Chaucer and Gower.

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

The University of Queensland

Holt, Mack P., ed., Adaptations of Calvinism in Reformation Europe: Essays in 
Honour of Brian G. Armstrong (St Andrews Studies in Reformation History), 
Aldershot, Ashgate, 2007; hardback; pp. 266; 1 b/w illustration; R.R.P. £60.00; 
ISBN 9780754651499.

This is a wide-ranging study of the spread of Calvinist ecclesiology and doctrine 
throughout northern Europe in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Attention 
is given to the adaptations of Calvinism to the religious and constitutional 
circumstances in Geneva, France, the Netherlands and the British Isles. It 
comprises thirteen articles discussing Calvinism in these different centres of 
reformed practice. 
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This is not the first study to interpret the wide-ranging understandings of 
Calvinism throughout Europe and Britain and like others, it too follows the 
earlier survey edited by Menna Prestwich. 

Overall the essays are intellectually united by their attempts to push against 
the earlier views of John T. McNeill, who viewed the spread of Calvinism 
from Zurich and Geneva as its ‘fragmentation’. Instead these chapters promote 
and endorse more positive visions of the spread of Calvinism. They argue 
for confessional diversity and meaningful adaptation to local circumstances, 
repudiating earlier scholarly arguments for the inherent inferiority of Calvinism 
outside of the cities of its origins.

To this end, the different chapters chart the emergence of distinctive 
patterns of Calvinism, whether taken up at the magisterial or monarchical 
level. For example, Daniel J. Steere’s chapter on the life of Bishop Joseph 
Hall offers fresh insights to the intersection of Calvinism and episcopacy, 
finding Calvinism in an unexpected location, at the court of Charles I. 

In keeping with the major intentions of this collection, Steere declines to 
view a Calvinist bishop as adhering to a debased form of episcopacy and 
instead locates in Hall an adaptation of Calvinism to Erastian, episcopal and 
monarchical circumstances.

Other chapters in this collection indicate the scholarly complexity 
of viewing any particular manifestation of Calvinism as authoritative 
or definitive. Robert M. Kingdom’s essay on the Jacques Royer affair, 
a French religious controversy of the early seventeenth century, makes 
clear that Calvinists could all draw on Calvin’s writings or his actual 
practices, and still arrive at different conclusions regarding ecclesiology 
from this evidence.

As a tribute to the American scholar Brian G. Armstrong, this collection 
succeeds in illuminating the richness of Calvinist belief and practice in a 
Europe which scholars increasingly recognise as confessionalised. 

Marcus Harmes
History Discipline

The University of Queensland
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Lombard, Peter, The Sentences, Bk. 1-3, trans. Giulio Silano (Mediaeval Sources 
in Translation; 42-43, 45), Toronto, Pontifical Institute of Medieval Studies, 
2007-2008; 3 vols.; paperback; R.R.P. US$39.95 (Bk. 1), US$34.95 (Bk. 2), 
US$34.95 (Bk. 3); ISBN 9780888442925 (Bk. 1), 9780888442932 (Bk. 2), 
9780888442956 (Bk. 3).

Peter Lombard’s four books of Sentences were one of the key texts of medieval 
Europe. Composed in the 1150s, they were compiled towards the end of 
a great period of debate, discussion and controversy in the schools, when 
masters like Peter Abelard, Hugh of St Victor and Gilbert of Poitiers were 
analysing a wide range of theological questions in a rational and systematic 
way. In the Sentences, Peter Lombard attempts to review all these theological 
questions and provide a reasoned solution to them. 

The Sentences are arranged thematically: Book 1 covers the Trinity, Book 2 
the Creation, Book 3 the Incarnation of the Word, and Book 4 the Sacraments. 
His opinions are based especially on Augustine, who provides something like 
90% of the citations in the Sentences. Of his contemporaries, the Lombard 
was closest to the general approach of Hugh of St Victor, probably the least 
controversial of the masters of the time. But he also studied the writings 
of Abelard closely and directly, and was not immune from ecclesiastical 
condemnation himself. 

The Sentences quickly became central to the study of theology and 
remained so until the Reformation. All the great theologians of the period 
studied and commented on them; even the young Martin Luther wrote glosses 
on the Sentences. 

In the light of this, it is perhaps a little surprising that this is the first 
modern translation of the Sentences into English. Giulio Silano’s translation 
is based on the Latin text of the 1971 edition by Ignatius Brady, published by 
the Franciscan Order. The scholarly apparatus of the translation is minimal, 
but adequate. Silano identifies the Lombard’s sources in footnotes, but does 
not cite any editions of patristic and medieval works. Instead, he provides a 
bibliography which lists available modern English translations of authorities 
quoted in the Sentences – though he has generally re-translated these passages 
rather than using the existing translations. No editions are listed for works which 
are unavailable in an English translation. There is also an Index of Scriptural 
and Patristic Authorities cited, though it would have been helpful to have had 
the occasional references to the interlinear and ordinary gloss appear in this 
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index too. It might also have been helpful to present the Biblical citations 
separately from the patristic citations; as it stands, the Biblical citations are 
hard to notice in the full list.

Given the highly technical nature of this work, the English translation 
can hardly be intended to be read sequentially. Instead, it should serve as 
a reference book for students (and other researchers) who have little or 
no Latin, or who find the Lombard’s Latin too technical to read easily. 
It is undoubtedly much more approachable and accessible than the Latin 
original. But with the footnotes generally limited to the brief identification of 
Peter Lombard’s sources, the reader will need to go elsewhere to study the 
significance of particular theological debates and positions. Similarly, there 
are no notes on the translation of specific words, which tends to conceal the 
complexity of some of the original Latin terminology. The introductions are 
largely a summary of the contents of each book, rather than an account of 
the historical significance of its arguments, though the introduction to Book 1 
does also contain an account of the life and significance of its author. Within 
these limitations, the translation is readable and clear. When it is eventually 
completed with Book 4, it will be a valuable introductory resource, especially 
for courses in medieval theology.

Toby Burrows
School of Humanities

University of Western Australia

Quinn, Judy, Kate Heslop, and Tarrin Wills, eds, Learning and Understanding 
in the Old Norse World: Essays in Honour of Margaret Clunies Ross 
(Medieval Texts and Cultures of Northern Europe 18), Turnhout, Brepols, 
2007; hardcover; pp. xiv, 456; 7 b/w illustrations; R.R.P. €80.00; ISBN 
9782503525808. 	

Learning and Understanding in the Old Norse World is another excellent 
volume from Brepols Publishers dealing with issues involving the Norse 
world/Viking Age. The volume comprises twenty essays divided into five 
sections: ‘Theoretical Frameworks for Understanding Old Norse Literature’, 
‘Old Norse Myth and Society’, ‘Oral Traditions in Performance and Text’, 
‘Vernacular and Latin Theories of Language’, and ‘Prolonged Traditions’. 

As is to be expected from an edited work dedicated to Margaret Clunies 
Ross, the majority of the contributors focus on literary aspects of the sagas 
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and skaldic poetry emanating from Iceland. Perhaps the best of these is Gísli 
Sigurðsson’s essay that challenges the existing orthodoxy and argues that the 
sagas were built upon a shared narrative tradition and represent ‘an unbroken 
memory in an oral tradition reaching from the times they describe up to the 
time they were put into writing’ (p. 204). Other notable contributions include 
John Lindow’s consideration of the attributes of the dwarfs in relation to 
poetry, Vésteinn Ólason’s examination of Njáls saga to show that although 
it includes elements of fantasy and exaggeration it was a response to the 
realities outside the text, and Diana Whaley’s use of Þjóðólfr’s Magnúsflokkr 
to suggest a supplementary model of analysis for skaldic encomia. 

There are also a number of excellent essays not primarily concerned with 
the literature of medieval Iceland. Stefan Brink uses place-name evidence as a 
guide to the worship of different Norse gods, demonstrating that such worship 
was regional, and his list of theophoric place names in Scandinavia is sure 
to prove very useful to many scholars. Also of note are Jens Peter Schjødt’s 
examination of pagan Norse ritual, especially that which is associated with 
Óðinn, M. J. Driscoll’s account of the Icelandic version of the life of the 
fifteenth-century Albanian hero known as Skanderberg, and Kari Ellen Gade’s 
appraisal of the use of Ælfric’s vernacular grammar in Iceland. 

Learning and Understanding in the Old Norse World is a varied and fitting 
tribute to Margaret Clunies Ross, and the bibliography of her published works 
which concludes this volume, including important contributions to Australian 
Aboriginal studies, demonstrates the considerable influence she has had.

Shane McLeod
School of Humanities (History)

The University of Western Australia

Smaragdus of Saint-Mihiel, Commentary on the Rule of St Benedict (Cistercian 
Studies Series 212), trans. David Barry, Kalamazoo, Cistercian Publications, 
2007; paperback; pp. v, 568; R.R.P. US$49.95; ISBN 9780879072124. 

Smaragdus was one of the more significant Western monks of the earlier ninth 
century. Abbot of the imperial abbey of Castellio (later moved to Saint-Mihiel, 
near Verdun) and an envoy of both Charlemagne and Louis the Pious, he 
appears to have been closely associated with the efforts of Benedict of Aniane 
to reform monasticism in the Empire. Smaragdus was a prolific author, whose 
detailed commentary on the Rule of Saint Benedict was written as part of this 
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monastic reform programme and draws heavily on one of its key texts, the 
Concordia Regularum produced by Benedict of Aniane. The first complete 
commentary on the entire Rule, it was much copied and influential in later 
centuries, not least among the early Cistercians. Smaragdus’ commentary 
was almost certainly one of the sources used by Robert of Molesmes and his 
colleagues to draw together their understanding of the Rule.

David Barry, who worked on this translation for almost twenty years, is 
himself a Benedictine monk at the Abbey of New Norcia in Western Australia. 
His main aim is to make the commentary of Smaragdus ‘better known by 
monastics and those interested in the monastic tradition’ (p. 36) – especially 
those who are unable to read him in the original Latin. The translation is 
clear and readable without over-simplifying or over-modernising; at the same 
time, it manages to be accurate and faithful to the original without becoming 
too Latinate in structure and style. There are footnotes dealing with the 
occasional difficult or obscure Latin word or phrase, while the original Latin 
word is noted in the margins when required to understand the etymological 
point being made by the author.

An introductory essay by Terrence Kardong covers the life and work of 
Smaragdus, while Daniel M. LaCorte examines the relationship between 
Smaragdus’ writings and the early Cistercians. A third essay, by the late 
Jean Leclercq, discusses the relevance of Smaragdus to the monastic life 
today. Together, these essays provide a valuable framework for situating the 
translation in its historical and monastic contexts.

The Latin text used as the basis for this translation is that of the standard 
modern critical edition in the Corpus Consuetudinum Monasticorum (by 
Alfred Spannagel and Pius Engelbert, published in 1974). The footnotes, 
though based on those of the Latin edition, update and expand them where 
appropriate. A consolidated index to authors and works cited is given as an 
appendix. There is a similar index to biblical citations. The layout of the 
page makes it easy to distinguish text cited from the Rule (in bold) or from 
the Bible (in italics), as well as to identify the citations. The pagination of 
the Latin edition is also clearly marked. In all, this is a very well-presented, 
accessible and reliable version of a text which still resonates today, nearly 
1,200 years after it was written.

Toby Burrows
School of Humanities

University of Western Australia
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